S *'*«**£ 


Israel and Jordan discuss joint projects 

^AVIV (AFP) — Israeli and Jordanian negotiators 
JFf 1 ^^ da y to discuss joint development projects for 
Rjft .. VaUe y- including construction of the 
worlds lowest amusement park, officials said The 
two delegations also discussed details of an agree- 
ment to build a joint “peace airport” serving Eilat and 
Aqaba, the foreign ministry said. The two big pro 
jeers plus & senes of more modest development plans 

Midrib ^ y 10 ** Presented to the 
Middle East and North Africa regional economic 
summit to be held m Cairo on Nov. 12-14. The ioim 
Israeli- Jordan 1 an Cooperation Group was formed in 
the framework of the October 1994 peace treaty 
between the two countries. Tuesday’s meeting in Tel 
Aviv was also attended by the U.S. ambassador to 
Israel, Martin Indyk. 
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Two killed in Lebanon clashes 

NABA1TYEH (AP) — Israeli forces killed two Lebanese 
guerrillas in new clashes in southern Lebanon Tuesday as 
ceasefire monitors met for more than eight hours in a bid 
to check the rising tension, security sources said. Hizbol- 
lah guerrillas Tuesday evening also ambushed Israeli- 
backed militiamen with a roadside bomb in an Israeli- 
occupied border enclave in South Lebanon, the sources 
said. The sources, speaking on condition of anonymity, 
said there were '’a number of casualties" among the 
Israeli-sponsored South Lebanon Army (SLA) militia in 
the bomb explosion. The bomb targeted an SLA patrol as 
it travelled in the village of Taibeh on the edge of the 
enclave Israel calls a ‘’security zone.” After the explo- 
sion, which occurred at 7:30 p.m. (1630 GMT), the guer- 
rillas raked the SLA patrol with rocket-propelled grenade 
and machine-gun fire, the sources said. 
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Israel opens tunnel along A1 Aqsa wall, King begins visit to Bahrain 

MANAMA (Petra) — 

sparking violent Palestinian protests 5535SSS 

tation from Sheikh Isa Ben 

Islamic authorities call for strike M KhaUfa of 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinians 
;i protested violently Tuesday 
after Israeli authorities, 
working under cover of 
darkness, opened a new 
entrance to an archaeologi- 
cal tunnel along the West- 
ern Wall of Jerusalem's AI 
Aqsa Mosque compound. 

“This is a crime, a big 
crime against our religion 
and holy places," protested 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat after Israeli authori- 
ties announced that the pro- 
ject had been completed 
secretly overnight. 

“This Israeli plot to 
change the features of 
Jerusalem and Judaise the 
city before the subject 
comes up for negotiation is 
madness," he charged in 
Gaza City. 

Islamic authorities called 
for a general strike by- 
Palestinians and a protest 
* march on the Al Aqsa 
Mosque compound to 
protest the Israeli moves on 
the compound. 

The Islamic Higher Com- 
mittee (THC), the highest 
Muslim authority in 
Jerusalem. “called on 
Palestinians in Jerusalem to 
go on strike (Wednesday) 
and gather in the premises 
of AJ Aqsa Mosque.” 

It called on Palestinians, 
“after performing mid-day 
prayers, to march in the 
streets of the city in 
protest” against the tunnel, 
the Jerusalem Media and 
Communications Centre 
reported. 

The tunnel “threatens the 
security of AI Aqsa Mosque 

Israelis 
disperse 
protest in 
Hebron 

HEBRON (AFP) — The 
Israeli army on Tuesday 
brutally dispersed a 
demonstration by some 
400 Palestinians demand- 
ing the reopening of a veg- , 
etable market in Hebron 
closed by Israel two and a 
half years ago. 

Soldiers pushed Palestin- 
ian Higher Education Min- 
ister Han an Ashrawi to the 
ground as she stood among 
a crowd of protestors, and 
she had to be taken away 
with pains to the chest, wit- 
nesses said. 

Six Palestinians were 
.also arrested for throwing 
• stones. tomatoes and 
cucumbers at the soldiers 
and around 20 Jewish set- 
tlers holding a small 

counter-demonstration. 

witnesses said. 

“No peace with settle- 
ments.” read one banner 
unfurled by the Palestini- 
ans, who were joined in 
their march by Hebron 
Mayor Mustafa Natshe and 
Agriculture Minister Abdul 
Jawad Saleh. 

A large force of soldiers 
prevented the march from 
reaching the market of 
Palestinian shops, which 
the army closed in Febru- 
ary 1994 when a Jewish 
sertler massacred at least 
30 Palestinians praying in 
the nearby Ibrahim 
Mosque. 

Settlers took advantage 
of the closure to take pos- 
session of four of the shops 
earlier this month. Police 
say the settlers have been 
. removed, but Palestinians 
accuse police ot continuing 
to allow settlers access to 

(Continued on page 7.) 


and its foundations and has 
caused cracks in the walls 
of neighbouring building," 
the IHC said, calling the 
opening “a severe aggres- 
sion against our people’s 
rights in Jerusalem.” 

Protests and stone-throw- 
ing erupted at the Al Aqsa 
compound and throughout 
Arab East Jerusalem, where 
police fired rubber bullets 
at one point to break up a 
crowd of demonstrators. 

Eleven people were 
arrested for throwing 
stones and bottles at police 
and two Israeli-registered 
vehicles were burned, a 
police spokesman said. 

In one incident, some 400 
people inside the mosque 
compound rained stones 
onto the adjacent wall. 

No injuries were reported 
in any of the incidents. 

Palestinian officials and 
local residents also held a 
sit-in demonstration at the 
exit to the new tunnel, 
located on the Via Dolorosa 
deep in the Muslim quarter 
of Jerusalem’s Old City, 
and merchants closed their 
shops in protest. 

Israeli officials said the 
project involved extending 
an existing tunnel next to 
the Western Wall by sever- 
al hundred metres.' uncov- 
ering archaeological 

remains dating back 2.500 
years. 

The new exit will allow 
up to 400,000 people to 
visit the tunnel per year, 
compared to only 70,000 
previously. Israel's tourism 

(Continued on page 7) 





An Israeli policeman raises his hands for Palestinian notables to stop their protest 
march towards a newly-opened tunnel leading from the Via Dolorosa to the Western 
Wall in Jerusalem's Old City on Tuesday (Reuters photo) 

Regent denounces Israeli actions, says 
Jordan will exert efforts to address them 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. the Regent, 
said Tuesday Israel's exca- 
vations and reopening of a 
tunnel running between Al 
Omari School and Al Aqsa 
Mosque in Arab East 
Jerusalem was a blatan 
provocation of Arab and 
Muslim sentiments. 

In a statement carried by 
the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, the Regent said the 
Israeli actions also violated 
the sanctity of the Holy 
City and the historical Arab 


and Islamic architecture 
there. 

The Israeli actions, said 
the Regent, undermines all 
the legitimate aspirations of 
all believers to maintain 
•Jerusalem as a “spiritual 
and civilisational citadel” 
as well as a symbol of hope 
for future generations. 

“Jerusalem symbolises 
peace for all the believers 
in God,” the Regent said. 
“As such, the Israeli 
authorities must not disre- 
gard Arab and Muslim feel- 
ings for the city of 


Jerusalem as the bond for 
peace. It was the cause of 
wars just as it is the uniting 
symbol for peace.” 

The Regent recalled the 
Washington Declaration in 
which Israel recognised 
Jordan's special role vis-a- 
vis the holy places in 
Jerusalem and all agree- 
ments signed that recog- 
nise Arab custodianship 
over the holy places and 
ban any annexation of the 
Holy City or any change to 

(Continued on page 7) 


Kabariti: Opposition should offer 
solutions for country’s problems 
instead of attacking government 


By a Jordan limes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti 
has challenged the opposi- 
tion to provide viable 
options to solving the coun- 
try’s various problems of 
poverty. unemployment, 
indebtedness and corrup- 
tion instead of criticising 
the government policies 
and placing obstacles on 
the path of reform. 

Attending Monday’s reg- 
ular meeting with journal- 
ists, the prime minister said 
the opposition, as a minori- 
ty, should accept the deci- 
sions of the majority as 
long as it does nor have any 
valid alternatives to the 
Kingdom’s persistent prob- 
lems of poverty and unem- 
ployment. 

“We don’t have a magic 
wand to solve ail our prob- 
lems,” Mr. Kabariti said. “I 
call on you (writers and 
journalists) as I already 
called on the Lower House 
of Parliament to offer your 
analysis and find solutions 
if you have any. What the 
government did (over the 
issue of bread subsidies) is 
that it had a problem and 
had to act.” 

“I do not see a crisis,” the 
‘ prime minister said. “I see 
people in crisis ” he added, 
in reference to the opposi- 
tion. 

Mr. Kabariti, who the 
opposition has demanded 
his resignation, accused his 
opponents of “seeking to 
create problems instead of 
solving existing ones.” 

“The government should 
not be blamed for not want- 


Premier hints at pardon for detainees, 
points to ‘political factor’ in Asmar case 


. DURING HlS encounter with journalists 

• Monday, the prime minister hinted that 
54 people who are expected 'to appear at ' 
die State Security Court, charged with ‘ 

• instigating last month's riot could receive 
. a special pardon that would also break the 
political .deadlock between the govern 
ment-and the opposition. 

■ “The decision to pardon those people is 
.in the gracious hands of His Majesty 
King Hussein,” Mr. Kabaiiti said without 
elaborating. 

Meanwhile, the. prime minister defend - 
.ed the security forces against allegations 
titat they used illegal methods, including 
torture, in the course of investigations and 
questioning of suspects. 

The allegations appeared in the weekly 
press and especially in the Islamic Action 
. Front iIAF> newspaper, Al Sabeel. 

\ The newspaper in its last week's edition 
published an article that alleged that 
Issam Najjar, a Hamas activist, was .tor- 
tured during bis detention earlier this 
'month. : ^ • •; 

• Al Sabeel 's chief editor, Hilnti Asmar, 
has since been detained for violating the 
Press and Publications Law. 

• Mt Kabariti told the journalists that the 
IAF, through an official decision by its 
executive bureau, had forced Mr.. Asmar 


to publish the torture daim in order to tar r 
. nish the security forces’ image. 

‘'The press, especially the Islamic press, 
is expected to adhere- .to objectivity and 
credibility when reporting,” Mr. Kabariti 
said: . •* » • 

He told Mr, Asmar 's colleagues, who . 
urged his immediate release, that the Al. 
Sabeel editor was “being treated in a dig- 
nified and respectful manner,” and -that 
there is “no fear for His well-being.” 
Sources close to the case have said that 
Mr. Asmar was reluctant to publish the 
report about the torture claim - , since he. 
knew it would lead him to face trouble 
with the judicial authorities, but that the 
■ IAF. had forced his hand in this matter/ 
‘Today. Mr. Asmar would rather stay in 
prison than having to face the court with 
the story of what had actually happened 
(regarding publication 'of the claim),” 
one of the sources said, “The government, 
however, seems to-be determined to take 
him to court to reveal exactly how the tor- 
ture c laims came to be published,” the 
source added. “The prime minister in fact 
said as much-in his press conference.” 

The Jordan Press Association (JPA) has. 
lobbied hard 'over the past few days to 
secure the release of Mr. Asmar, who is 
the association’s vice-president 


ing to reach an agreement 
with the opposition,” the 
prime minister said. "It is 
the opposition that is not 
seeking harmony with the 
government.” 

“If ftheir opposition) was- 
n’t over bread, it would 
have been over sugar. And 
if it weren’t over sugar, it 
would have been over Iraq, 
or Iran. There is an opposi- 
tion here but a defeated 
one.” 


The conflict between the 
opposition, led by the 
Islamic Action Front, and 
the Kabariti government 
was triggered by the Cabi- 
net decision to lift bread 
and fodder subsidies which 
in turn led to riots breaking 
out in the city of Karak and 
other southern towns in 
mid-August. 

The regime had blamed 
Iraqi sympathisers, mainly 
the Jordan-branch of the 


Arab Baath Socialist Party 
of fomenting the riots 
which were apparently 
aimed at toppling Mr. 
Kabariti who has been 
vocal in his criticism of 
the Iraqi regime of Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein. 

Over 50 people, including 
Baath activists will stand 
trial soon charged with 
instigating the riots and in 

(Continued on page 7) 


MANAMA (Petra) — 
His Majesty King Hussein 
arrived in Manama Tues- 
day on a visit upon an invi- 
tation from Sheikh Isa Ben 
Salman Al Khalifa of 
Bahrain. 

The King was received by 
Sheikh Isa, Bahraini Prime 
Minister Sheikh Khalifa 
Ben Salman Al Khalifa, 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Salman 
Al Kbalifa and other senior 
Bahraini officials. 

Sheikh Isa hosted a ban- 
quet in the honour of the 
King and the accompany- 
ing delegation. 

Accompanying the King 
are His Royal Highness 
Prince Abdullah, Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti. Royal Court Chief 
Awn Khasawneh and the 
King's Adviser for Tribal 
Affairs Hmeidi AI Fayez. 

The King and Sheikh Isa 
were to hold talks on bilat- 
eral relations, the means to 
boost them and regional 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan takes the oath as 
Regent prior to His Majesty King Hussein’s departure for 
Bahrain on Tuesday (Petra photo) 


issues of common concern. 

The King was seen off 
from Amman by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, who was sworn in 
before King Hussein as 
Regent, royal family mem- 
bers as well as King’s 
advisers. Cabinet ministers 
and other senior officials. 

A Royal Decree was 
issued on Tuesday appoint- 


ing Minister of Higher Edu- 
cation Abdullah Ensour as 
acting prime minister dur- 
ing Prime Minister Kabari- 
ti’s absence abroad. The 
Royal Decree also appoint- 
ed Interior Minister Awad 
Khletfat as acting Defence 
Minister and Minister of 
Public Works and Housing 
Abdul Hadi Majali as act- 
ing foreign minister. 


UNRWA seeks Arab contribution 
to help it address budget deficit 


By Ghalia Alui 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — United 
Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) Com- 
missioner General Peter 
Hansen on Tuesday urged 
rich Arab countries to con- 
tribute to the agency which 
is facing a budget deficit of 
$9.3 million this year. 

“If the rich Arab coun- 
tries. which only share one 
per cent of UNRWA's bur- 
den. contribute 15 per cent 
of the agency’s budget, 
amounting to $60 million 
next year, we will not have 
a financial crisis,” Mr. 
Hansen told reporters at the 
conclusion of an extraordi- 
nary meeting of major 
donor and host govern- 
ments in Amman. 

Mr. Hansen said that dur- 
ing the meeting on Monday, 
donors reaffirmed their 
support and commitment to 
the Palestinian refugees 
through increasing their 
contributions to UNRWA, 
adding that donor countries 
pledged some $14.5 million 
in support of the agency’s 
work in 1996. 

However, be added, the 
international community 


should increase its contri- 
butions as well as its donor 
base to allow the agency to 
reinstimte the reduction in 
services through “serious” 
austerity measures in 1993 
and 1996. 

“We cannot continue with 
the austerity measures. 
They will undermine,, (he 
quality of what UNRWA 
has done,” Mr. Hansen told 
a press conference. 

He added that the austeri- 
ty measures did not lead to 
the closure of UNRWA 
schools, hospitals, health 
centres, but UNRWA had to 
suspend the hiring of teach- 
ers, sanitaiy workers, doc- 
tors and nurses. 

The agency also had to 
reduce its travel budget, 
which, Mr. Hansen said, 
decreased the efficiency of 
UNRWA's services as head- 
quarters specialists could 
do longer travel and visit 
-UNRWA’s field operations 

Mr. Hansen stressed that 
these measures could not be 
removed until the agency 
receives more international 
contribution. 

“UNRWA does not enjoy 
reducing services and it is 
very painful for us to have 
to do that. There is nothing 


that we can do more than 
(eleminate) our austerity 
measures and cuts. (We can 
only do that) when we have 
more money,” said Mr. 
Hansen. 

Mr. Hansen said that 
UNRWA was “completely” 
committed to increasing its 
services and - maintaining 
their quality. “But we can 
only do that with the neces- 
sary international support. 
I do hope the entire 
international community 
will chip in.” he added 

A statement by the 
agency said that in the 
meeting, which discussed 
the agency’s cumulative 
deficit since 1992 and its 
current financial crisis, the 
United States pledged $5 
million, Denmark $1.8 mil- 
lion, the United Kingdom 
$1.55 million, Norway $1 
million, and the Nether- 
lands $1.8 million, (ear- 
marked for Lebanon ). 

Sweden pledged about 
S20 million for UNRWA in 
1997, an increase of about 
$600,000 over its 1996 
pledge. 

Ireland promised an addi- 
tional amount of $100,000 

( Continued on page 7) 


Cracks appear in newfound 
Baghdad-Kurdish alliance 


FAYDA, Iraq (AFP) — 
Iraq’s new-found alliance 
with a Kurdish group 
showed signs of strain on 
Tuesday after an influential 
Iraqi daily voiced its dis- 
trust and government offi- 
cials were abruptly barred 
from entering Kurdistan. 

The incidents occurred 
after Washington urged the 
Kurdistan Democratic 
Party (KDP) to distance 
itself from Baghdad after 

forging a military alliance 

in the last month against the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdis- 
tan (PUK). 

“Leave . immediately 
unless you want us to inter- 
rogate you,” a KDP Pesh- 
merga (fighter) manning a 
checkpoint barked at Iraqi 
Ministry of Information 
officials who had travelled 
here with foreign journal- 
ists on Monday. 

With a giant portrait of 
KDP leader Massoud 
Barzani’s late father hang- 
ing in the background, a 
heavy-set Peshmergn with a 
pistol strapped to his waist 
grew red with rage when he 
learned one of the Iraqis 
was an army reservist 

“How dare you come 
here?” he bellowed at the 
checkpoint in Fayda. 500 


kilometres north of the 
capita] Baghdad. “Journal- 
ists are welcome if they 
come from Turkey.” 

Iraqi officers had earlier 
warned the ministry offi- 
cials it was not safe to trav- 
el north, even though Iraqi 
troops had struck an 
alliance with the KDP to 
help it recapture the main 
Kurdish city of Erbil from 
the PUK on Aug. 31. 

It allowed the KDP to 
extend its grip over most of 
northern Iraq and Baghdad 
to declare the return of its 
influence in a region which 
has been under rebel con- 
trol for five years. 

The PUK claimed Tues- 
, day that despite its rout in 
most of the region, its 
fighters had repulsed a 
series of attacks by its rival 
in eastern Iraq, killing 129 
KDP fighters between Sept. 
18 and 22. 

In contrast to its reception 
of the Iraqi officials, the 
KDP was happy to see the 
arrival of goods and gaso- 
line which have been 
trucked from the south 
since Baghdad lifted an 
embargo on the Kurdish 
region in the last month. 

“It is a very lucrative 
market for the Peshmeigas 


who tax everything coming 
,\in,” an Iraqi driver said 
-fjefore heading into the 
mountains cradling the 
Kurdish city of Dohuk 
three kilometres up the 
road. 

Meanwhile. Kurds travel- 
ling south through an Iraqi 
checkpoint received a 
much warmer welcome. 

“The Revolutionary 
Command Council, has 
decreed a general amnesty. 
Our Kurdish brothers are 
welcome.” an Iraqi officer 
said. “The Americans will 
not manage to divide us.” 

But the official Babel 
newspaper, run by Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein's son 
Uday. warned: "We should 
not have any illusions about 
our tactical alliances with 
.some people and factions 
•and think they are guaran- 
teed 100 percent." 

It did not mention the 
KDP by name. 

These people were bom 
and have grown up in the 
artns of die West and they 
have a long history of alle- 
giance to foreigners' and 
plots to break up Iraq,” said 
the paper. 

; .The article signed by Abu 
" (Continued on page 7) 
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Amman meeting reviews 
ways to strengthen U.N. 
system and role of NGOs 


Experts look at differing scenarios and priorities and 
how U.N. could work better with NGOs and vice-versa 


AMMAN (UNIS) — Repre- 
sentatives of non-govern- 
mental organisations 

(NGOs) from the Arab 
region met Tuesday to dis- 
cuss means of strengthening 
the United Nations system 
and the role of the NGOs in 
that process in light of U.N. 
reform and restructuring 
efforts. The discussion 
aimed at getting NGOs t 
■“brainstorm'* about the gen- 
eral issues of concern to the 
United Nations and the ways 
NGOs and U.N. offices can 
best work together. 

Chaired by Her Royal 
Highness Princess Bosnia 
Bint Talal. the NGO panel 
discussion was organised by 
the Economic and Social 
Commission for Western 
Asia (ESCWA). in response 
to a request by the U.N. 
Department of Public Infor- 
mation (DPI). This activity 
follows the recently-held 
49th annual DPI/NGO con- 
ference which took place at 
U.N. headquarters in New 
York between Sept. 10 and 
12. under the theme “The 
United Nations: Facing the 
Challenges of a Changing 
World." The issue of 
strengthening the U.N. sys- 
tem one of the main items on 
the agenda of the confer- 
ence. 

The panel comprised Dr. 
Ali Attiga. former United 
Nations resident representa- 
tive to Jordan and director- 
designate of the Arab 
Thought Forum: Dr. Elham 
A! Kallab. former director of 
Lebanon's Family Planning 
Association and a professor 
at the University of 
Lebanon: Ms. Zahira Kama], 
coordinator of the . women's 
issues team in Palestine and 
a general manager for plan- 
ning and development of 
women's participation in the 
Palestinian Ministry of Plan- 
ning: Ms. Fatima Da'noun. 
secretary general of Moroc- 
can National Women’s Fed- 
eration: and Ms. Farida 
Naqqash. Egyptian journalist 
and secretary general of the 
Egyptian Women's Federa- 
tion. Also on the panel repre- 
senting the United Nations 
was ESCWA Deputy Secre- 
tary Dr. Thoraya Obaid. Jor- 
danian government officials, 
heads of U.N. agencies in 
Amman. NGO representa- 
tives and journalists also par- 
ticipated in the panel discus- 
sion. 

. ESCWA' > Dr. Obaid 

explained that the panel dis- 
cussion would revolve 
around three general, intcr- 
r ated issues'’ How do 


NGOs perceive the United 
Nations ad its international 
role? What role can NGOs 
play in this strengthening 
process that would allow the 
United Nations to function 
effectively as a link between 
governments and NGOs for 
the achievement of compre- 
hensive. sustainable devel- 
opment and world peace? 

Princess Basma. who is 
actively involved in U.N. 
issues in many different 
capacities, not least of which 
are as honorary ambassador 
to the United Nations — 
both for human development 
issues and for the United 
Nations Developme nt F und 
for Women (UNIFEM), 
emphasised that today's 
forum was an opportunity to 
debate and discuss he situa- 
tion of the United Nations 
and its relationship with 
NGOs. “We aim to discuss 
how we see the future role of 
the United Nations, what 
methodologies of work 
between the U.N. and NGOs 
are required o meet changing 
needs, and to come up with 
certain ideas and recommen- 
dations that might help us 
clarify our vision of the 
future of the United Nations 
and its relationship with 
NGOs... 

According to Dr. Kallab, 
“the ITnited Nations has 
secured national and 
international recognition for 
NGOs. which has led to a 
shift in perception of NGOs 
from charity organisations to 
development-focused civil 
society organisations." Nev- 
ertheless. Dr. Kallab added, 
to many NGOs, the mecha- 
nism of dealing with the 
United Nations remains a 
mystery. "The doors and 
keys to entering into partner- 
ship with the U.N. are 
unknown to many NGOs. 
and the U.N. must develop 
mechanisms that clearly 
define the role of NGOs with 
regards to the U.N.,” she 
said. 

Speaking of Palestinian 
perceptions of the United 
Nations. Ms. Kamal said that 
U.N. organisations are “a 
puzzle to the general pub- 
lic." due to a lack of coordi- 
nation and overlap in pro- 
grammes among the various 
U.N. organisations. "The 
U.N. needs to clarify its role 
to the public, so that Pales- 
tinians learn to distinguish 
between the political role of 
the Security Council and its 
resolutions and the develop- 
mental role of the U.N.'s 
agencies." she said. On a 
more positive note. Ms. 


Kamal praised the 1996 
UNDP Human Development 
Report as being very impor- 
tant to Palestine, because .it 
clarifies the Palestinian situ- 
ation I terms of such indica- 
tors as health and labour, and 
because its measures and 
standards take women into 
consideration. 

Looking back to the estab- 
lishment of the United 
Nations in 1945. Ms. Da'- 
noun said that the creation of 
the international organisa- 
tion was aimed at preventing 
. hegemony and ensuring 
equality to all. Today. Ms. 
Da'noun emphasised, it is 
very important to ensure that 
the United Nations functions 
on the basis of participation, 
equality, impartiality and 
openness. 

The remarks of Ms. 
Naqqash. who was unable to 
be present at the panel dis- 
cussion. were summarised 
by Dr. Obaid. According to 
Ms. Naqqash, the role of the 
NGOs has been growing 
with the rise of poverty and 
unemployment and with the 
drop in the standard of liv- 
ing. But while NGOs are 
growing in importance, the 
United Nations has not 
developed a mechanism to 
measure and evaluate the 
effectiveness f NGOs, and 
its information about the 
work of NGOs remains inad- 
equate. In addition. Ms. 
Naqqash said that he reputa- 
tion of the United Nations as 
an arm of the United States 
has shaken the public's con- 
fidence. in, the credibility .of 
the United -Nations. Such' 
confidence needs to be rccreV 
ated. : 

Dr. Attiga pointed out that 
United Nations system can 
be strengthened by strength- 
ening the role of General 
Assembly, through making 
its resolutions binding, and 
through giving it legislative 
powers. In addition, the 
Security Council must be 
restructured and its member- 
ship expanded. As for the 
role of NGOs in this 
strengthening process. Dr. 
Attiga said that the United 
Nations was wasting the 
opportunity of raising its 
credibility and popularity 
through NGOs. 'The U.N. 
should benefit from these 
(NGO) channels, as they can 
put pressure on their national 
governments to support the 
United Nations." 



Indians return from the United Arab Emirates wheeling all their belongings out of Bombay airport 
(Reuters photo) 


Ambassador calls on all illegal Indian 
residents to leave UAE under amnesty 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — India 
has asked the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) to extend an 
amnesty for thousands of ille- 
gal migrants who want to go 
home but are afraid of miss- 
ing the deadline, an Indian 
diplomat said Monday. 

The Indian Ambassador to 
the UAE. M.P.M. Menon, 
said he had proposed Lhe 
extension of the amnesty 
announced by the UAE two 
months ago to allow foreign- 
ers who have violated immi- 
gration law’s to leave. 

He said his embassy had so 
far issued around 38.000 
passes for Indians seeking to 
leave the UAE and the figure 
is set to reach 50.000 by the 
end of the Sept. 30 deadline, 
when a stricter immigration 
law is enforced. 

“I met last week with the 
interior ■ minister and asked 
for an extension of,- the 
amnesty because some of our 
people could miss the dead- 
line and become stranded in 
the UAE.” Mr. Menon told 


AFP in an interview. 

“The minister promised to 
relay the request to the presi- 
dent We do hope the amnesty 
will be extended so our expa- 
triates will have time to go." 

Responding to a proposal 
from Mr. Menon. the UAE 
govemerant issued an 
unprecedented amnesty in 
August in a bid to flush out 
overstaying foreigners and 
illegal migrants w'ho have 
sneaked in by sea over the 
past two decades. 

Thousands of Indians and 
other Asians have rushed to 
their embassies to take advan- 
tage of the pardon before the 
enforcement of the new 
immigration law. which 
includes harsher punishment 
for violators. 

More than 70.000 expatri- 
ates from India. Sri Lanka. 
Bangladesh. Philippines. Pak- 
istan and Iran have so far left 
the llAE and the number. will 
exceed 100.000 by the end of 
the month, according to offi- 
cials and Lravel agents. 


Mr. Menon said Air India 
had to operate 16 additional 
flights to cope with the surge 
in departing Indians, bringing 
to 128 the total number of 
flights operated between the 
UAE and the sub-conti rient 
every week. 

"We are ready to help all 
Indians who want to go home. 
But it is up to the authorities 
here to decide on die action 
against those who miss the 
deadline in case the amnesty 
was not extended.' the 
ambassador said. 

Most of the departing Indi- 
ans are from the state of Ker- 
ala, a key labour supplier to 
the UAE and other oil-rich 
Gulf states. 

Mr. Menon • dismissed 
reports that the exodus would 
hit Kerala's economy, saying 
those leaving are a fraction of 
the state's population of 30 
million. 

:;He r .said illegal -migrants 
were not included in the esti- 
mates of the number of UAE- 
based Indian workers, whom 


he put at around 750.000. 
nearly one third of the UAE's 
total population of about 2.3 
million. Their remittances to 
India are estimated ax around 
$1.5 billion a year, he said. 

Apart from Indians in the 
UAE. there are about 350.000 
Pakistanis, 90,000 Filipinos 
and 300,000 expatriates from 
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and 
Iran. 

Police records showed 
more than 25,000 people, 
mostly Asians, have been 
seized while trying to enter 
the wealthy emirates illegally 
over the past 20 years in 
search for jobs. But security 
sources said the captured 
were far outnumbered by 
those who have managed to 
sneak in. 

The UAE. previously a 
poor desert oasis, is one of the 
richest countries, with its per 
capita income standing at 
around $16,500 in 1995. It 
sits atop 10 per cent of the 
world's proven oil reserves.' 


CAABU urges implementation of oil-for-food deal 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Lon- 
don-based Council for the 
Advancement of Arab-Briiish 
Understanding (CAABU) has 
called lor the implementation of 
the oil-for-food agreement 
reached between the govern- 
ment of Iraq and the United 
Nations. 

The agreement, signed in May 
and expected to have been 
implemented in September, was 
frozen following the Iraqi army's 
move into northern Iraq in late 
Augnst.The U.S. now says it 
might want to renegotiate some 
of the terms of the accord, and 
reports indicate that Washington 
could be deliberately stalling the 


implementation of the deal by 
using technicalities. 

In a press release sent to the 
Jordan Times. CAABU said: 
‘The effectiveness of sanc- 
tions has long been a matter of 
controversy and the case of Iraq 
is a particularly appropriate 
example. Imposed in 1991 after 
the American-led coalition victo- 
ry in the Gulf war had failed to 
topple Saddam Hussein, the 
principal impact of the very 
harsh United Nations-imposed 
sanctions has been to cause pro- 
found misery to the Iraqi popula- 
tion while leaving the leadership 
resiliency imacL 
“It was a relief to many who 


had felt uneasy about the use of 
such draconian measures against 
a civilian population, therefore, 
when the U.N. introduced a plan 
whereby Iraq would be allowed 
to sell some of its oil in order to 
provide food and other humani- 
tarian assistance to its people. 
Under the agreement the Bagh- 
dad regime was allowed to sell 
S2 billion worth of oil every six 
months. The U.N. in ErbiJ was 
responsible for the distribution 
of supplies. This has now teen 
suspended by U.N. Secretary- 
General Bouuos Ghali on the 
pretext that, as a result of recent 
developments in Iraqi Kurdistan. 
U.N. personnel in northern Iraq 


are no longer safe. There are 
rumours that it may be some 
months before the oil-for-food 
plan is put back in place. In the 
meantime, the Iraqi population Ls 
forced to endure further suffer- 
ing. 

“The Council for the Advance- 
ment of Arab-British Under- 
standing is of the opinion that 
this course of action is both 
immoral and also unproductive. 
Far from pressuring President 
Saddam Hussein, it merely adds 
to the accumulated resentment 
and anguish of the Iraqi people. 
The two sides are further away 
than ever from reaching even the 
most minimum consensus." 


Babel says 
French 
support 
insincere 


BAGHDAD (AP) — A 
newspaper owned by Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein's son 
on Tuesday accused France 
of insincerity in its opposi- 
tion to recent U.S. missile 
attacks against Iraq. 

A full-page article in Babel; 
owned by President Sad- 
dam’s son Udai. said France 
publicly opposed the missile 
strikes because il wants to 
secure business deals wife 
Iraq when Thu ted Nations 
sanctions are lifted. 

Bur the paper said that in 
private. France had no real 
objections to the U.S. milj . 
tary action. 

"We believe that there 4 
exists a Franco- American ' 
pact, even if it has not been 
made public." Babel said. 

“Exchanges between the 
two sides give the impression 
that the French made the 
Americans understand that 
they had no serious objec- 
tions to military action 
against Iraq (even if) they 
declared publicly that they 
opposed it," the newspaper 
added. 

Babel said France has tradi- 
tionally lagged behind the 
United States and Britain in 
securing business deals in the 
Gulf, so the French “made 
the Americans understand 
that they should leave Iraq 
for (the French) to grab the 
biggest slice." 

Iraq has been isolated inter- 
nationally since its 1990 


invasion of Kuwait. Though ^ 


France, Russia and China 
have shown some sympathy 
for Iraq. The newspaper sin- 
gled them all out for criticism 
Tuesday. The newspaper said 
China's opposition to the 
U.S. strikes was. like Fran- 
ce's. dictated by trade con- 
cerns. 

Russian objections, it said, 
reflected Moscow’s disillu- 
sionment. with western sup- 
port and its fears that the 
United States might be on its 
way to controlling most of 
the world's oil supplies. 

France was part of the Gulf 
war coalition that ousted Iraq 
from Kuwait In addition. 
French. British and American 
jets have enforced the “no- 
fly zones" over southern and 
northern Iraq since the end of 
the 1991 war. However. A 
France has refused to patrol - 
the expanded no-fly zone in 
the south declared earlier this 
month by the United Stales. 

As defined by the Americans, 
the no-fly-zone in the south is 
now the 33rd Parallel, which 
reaches the southern suburbs 
of Baghdad. 

The U.S. missile strikes on 
Sept. 3 and 4 sought to pun- 
ish Iraq for sending its array 
into the Kurdish “safe 
haven" in northern Iraq. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 * 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


PROGRAMME TWO 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 



Church of the Annunciation 

15:05 .. 

Iris — The Happv 

Tel. 637440. 

Professor 

De la Salle Church Tel. 

15:20 .. 

Flintstoncs 

661757. 

15:45 .. 

The Adventures 

Terra Sanda Church Tel. 622366 

16:10.. 


Anglican Church Tel. 652S26. 

16:30 .. 

Earth Revealed 

Armenian Catholic Church 

17:00 .. 

NewsFlash 

Tel. 771331. 

17:02 .. 

Document — La 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

France Au.\ 1 000 Villases 

Tel. 775261. 

17:30 .. 

..Doc. — Sacrifice Ou 

SL Ephraim Church TeL 

La Lecende 

771751. 

18:00 .. 

Document — Les 

Amman International 

Enfant* 

Du Voyage 

Church Tel. 827126 

19:00 .., 

Le Journal 

Evangelical Lutheran 

19:15 Magazine — Sport Et 

Church Tel. 824328. 

Musique 

German-speaking Evangeli- 

19:30 

News Henlincs 

cal Congregation Tel. S45457 

19:35 ... 


The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 

Shade 


654932. 

20:00 

...Superstars of Action 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 

20:30 ... 


675691. 

21 : 10 .... 


The Evangelical Local Church 

22 : 00 ... 


in .Amman Tel. 81 1295 

22:25 

The Bold And 

English-speaking Latin 

the Beaut itul 

Catholics Parish Tel. 614190. 

23:10.... 

Buss 


PRAYER TIMES 

WEATHER 

04:04.... 


Bulletin supplied by the 


Amman I S/34 

Aqaba 23/41 

Deserts 17/36 

Jordan Valley 22/40 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 33. Aqaba 40 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 20 per 
cent. Aqaba 19 per cent. 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 


Dr. Mukhles Halaseh 
S 19220 

Dr. Ruhi Sukkar S56457 

Dr. Chazi Abu Sheikhah 
752405 

Dr. Yousef Al Faqih 
....790104 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy ...890280 

A I Asema pharmacy 637055 

Al Sal am pharmacy ..636730 
Yacoub pharmacy .....644945 
Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 


05s 12 < Sunrise iDuha 

11:28 Dhuhr 

14:54 ‘Asr 

17:34 Maghreb 

18:52 /Wia 


Department of Meteorology. 


1RBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu ......281484 

Al Quds pharmacy (' — .) 


CHURCHES 


SL Mary of Nazareth 
Church Sweifieh. Tel. 8 1 0740 
Assemblies of God Church 

Tel. 632785. 


Relative warm weather condi- 
tions will prevail with temper- 
atures 3-5 degrees centigrade 
above average and winds 
southeasterly moderate to 
active, h Aqaba, it’ will be hot 
and dusty, winds northerly 
moderate 10 active, and seas 
calm. 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Rabah Al Bourini 990312 
Khalifch pharmacy ...985417 


Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 
199 

Rescue Police 192. 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 61 7 101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

TYafTic Police S96390 

Public Securitv Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints .661176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661 101 

Jordan Television 77311 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information OS- 
53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 

53200 


22:30 LarnacafCY) 

23:20 Amsterdam! KL) 


642362 

Malhas. J. Amman ....636140 
Palestine. Shmeisani 

607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669 1 3 1 
University Hospital S45845 
Ai-Muasher Hospital 

667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 
Al-Ahli. Abdali „.._.664 164/6 
Italian. Al-Muhgjreen777 i 0 1/3 

Al-Basbir. 775111/26 

Army, Marka........89l6l 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ..865199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 
(09)900560 

Ibn Sina HospitaJ(09)9S6732 
Al Hikraa Modern Hospital 
(09)990990 
IRBED: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 
(02)272275 


matron department at the 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Tel. (08)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) or 08(53250). 


18:00 Dubai lEK) 

19:40 London. Beirut <BA) 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

20:40 Tel Aviv (LY ) 

21:35 Lumaca 1 CY 1 

32:20 Amsterdam ( KL) 

22:30 Athens (OA) 


arrivals 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Flights 


Royal Wings (RVV) Flights 
18:45 ..Tel Aviv (QAIAxRW) 


DEPARTURES 


08:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

09:10 Dubai. Abu Dhabi iRJ) 
09:45 Lumaca. Damascus (RJ ) 

09:50 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

14:45 New York. Amsterdam ( RJ 1 

15:10. SalaJah raddKRJ) 

16:30 ..Toronto. Montreal (RJ) 

17:00 Paris (RJ) 

18:00 ...Brussels. Geneva <RJ) 

18:15 London. Berlin iRJ) 

18:35 Tel Aviv (add) 1 RJ 1 

19:00 Rome (RJ) 

19:10 ...Madrid. Vienna 1 RJ) 

22:30 Istanbul (RJ) 

22:30 Beirut iRJ) 

02:55 Frankfurt(Rj) 

03:25 Singapore. Kuala 
Lumpur (RJI 


10:15 ..AnHtfrdam. New YerkiRJi 
10:40 . ..Berlin. London (RJ) 

U-'OO Rome (RJj 

11:10 Tunis. Casablanca tRJi 

Ifi;15 Tel Aviv (add) t RJ 1 

17:00 Istanbul (RJi 

1^:40 Colombo (RJ i 

Beirut (RJ) 

20:10 Riyadh. Dhahran (RJ) 

~ 0:25 New Delhi (RJ) 

-0:30 Calcuita. Bangkok (RJ) 
21:J5 ....Dubai. Muscat (RJi 

Sanaa (RJ) 

01:00 Cairo iRJ) 

U3:40 Salalah (add) (RJ) 


Other Flights 


HOSPITALS 


EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre .637 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Department 
661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
8138(3/32 

Khalidi Maternity. 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity, 642441/2 
JabaJ Amman Maternitv 


Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 
(02)247100 

04:50 

Cairo (RJ) 

03:00 




07:45 .. 


AQABA: 

Other Flights 


08:15 .., 


Princess Haya Hospital 
(031314111 


11 : 00 ... 


11:15 

...Jeddah (SV'i 

13:15. 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 

12:00 Karachi. 
(PK) 

12:15 

Abu Dhabi 
....Cairo (MS) 

Karachi iPKU3:30 Doha 

Muscat 1 GF) 

AIRPORT 

12:40... Doha. Abu Dhabi (GF> 

14:50 .. 



13:30 

Tunis (TU) 

16:20 .. 


This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infnr- 

14:00 

...Vienna (OS) 

19:00 .. 


15:20 

.Algiers 1 AH) 

21:50 .. 

Tl '1 Aviv (LY) 


1W:U0 Athens (OA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

19:30 

Aqaba- (RW) 

MARKET PRICES 

Upper/lower price in fils per kg. 

Apple 

....700/500 

Banana. 

om/noo 

Banana (mukhammar) J52Q/520 

Banana (imported) .760/500 

Cabbage 

130/80 

Carrot 

win . 50 

Cauliflower. 

300000 

Cucumber (large) 

150/100 

Cucumber (small ) 

280/180 

Eggplant. 

740/150 

Fig 

_300/200 

Garlic 

700/450 

Grapes.... 440/100 

Guava 

.820/400 

Lemon 

350/250 

Marrow (large J.-.., 

..... 180/120 

Marrow (small) 

340/200 

Mulukhiah 

....... 120/70 

Onion (drv) ..... 

_160Z90 

Okra 

1200/700 j 

Pea..... 

4H0/400 1 

Pepper (hot) 

.. 340/200 

Pepper (sweet) ...... 

-350/200 

Plum 

. 650/400 

Pomegranate ... . 

380/250 1 

Potato 

250/150 

String Bean 

....... 730/400 

Sweet melon 

...... _380/250 

Tomato 

77 A/1 70 

Water melon ... 

.... 700/140 
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His Majesty King Hussein officially welcomes Sudanese Ambassador Omar Abdul 
Majid Abdul Rahman (Petra photo) 

New ambassadors present 
credentials in ceremony 


AMMAN — The Jordan- 
ian Women’s Union 
(JWU) Tuesday 

announced the opening of 
a “permanent resident” 
centre in the Baqaa 
Refugee Camp, which 
will provide social, psy- 
chological and legal coun- 
sel for women and chil- 
dren in the camp. 

“We decided ro create a 
permanent resident centre 
for women in the camp to 
help them in communal 
aspects” Branch President 
Raja' Darbashi said during 
the. opening ceremony. 

The house. Ms. Darbashi 


added, cost JD23,000 and 
will offer services such as 
projects facilitating job 
opportunities for unem- 
ployed women, a kinder- 
garten, beauty saloon, and 
fitness centre. 

In addition, she stated, 
the centre offers educa- 
tional, beauty, tailoring; 
embroidery, and literacy 
courses. 

The centre has already 
enrolled 350 members, 
Ms. Darabshi informed 
the gathering, adding that 
men are also encouraged 
to join the branch to pro- 
vide a moral and financial 
boost 

Deputy Toujan Faisal, 
who opened the branch. 


to support women s 
cause.” 

“1 think that any man 
who belongs to this centre 
shows that he demon- 
strates confidence in him- 
self” Ms. Faisal said. 

First Secretary of Devel- 
opment Affairs at the 
Canadian Embassy Daniel 
Joly stressed that the new 
centre is more than sym- 
bolic. 

“We feel that it is impor- 
tant to support the build- 
ing of such a centre 
because that is the best 
way for refugees to invest 
in themselves,” Mr. Joly 


told the Jordan Times. 

He added that the Cana- 
dian Embassy is opti- 
mistic about the new cen- 
tre, saying “we are very 
enthused to see how its 
programmes will develop 
and we hope to continue 
our support for such pro- 
jects in the future.” 

“We. as donors, recog- 
nise the importance for 
refugees and friends of 
peace to keep assisting 
such projects,” the diplo- 
mat added. 

Donors of the Baqaa 
centre are the Canadian 
Embassy. the British 
Embassy, the Middle East 
Council of Churches, and 
the Young Woman’s 


Christian Association. 

Ajoni Hadad, a member 
of the JWU addressed the 
assembly, stating that the 
union, established 50 
years ago, has six other 
branches in the Kingd'om 
offering social, psycho- 
logical, and legal counsel. 

In addition, the main 
headquarters in Amman 
maintains a legal advice 
hot-line for battered 

women. 

“The union works to 
improve women’s status 
in the Kingdom, and to 
end all kinds of discrimi- 
nation practised against 
women in securing" their 
rights,” she said. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Nine 
newly-appointed ambas- 
sadors to Jordan Tuesday 
presented their credentials 
to His Majesty King Hus- 
sein at separate ceremonies 
held at Raghadan Palace 
and attended by Prime Min- 
ister Abdul Karim Kabariti. 
Chief of the Royal Court 
Awn Khasawneh, Chief 
Chamberlain Prince Raad 
Ben Zeid and HRH Prince 
Talal Ben Mohammad, 
director of the National 
Security Council. 

The ambassadors accord- 


Kabariti 
reviews peace 
process with 
former 
ambassador 

AMMAN t Petra) — Issues 
relating to the Middle East 
peace process and obstacles 
to its progress were Tuesday 
reviewed at the meeting 
between Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti and 
Former Canadian Ambas- 
sador to Jordan and Chief of 
the Executive Bureau for the 
Middle East Peace process 
at the Canadian Foreign 
Ministry Andrew Robinson. 

Mr. Kabariti stated during 
the meeting that Jordan is 
actively playing a pan in 
stimulating the peace 
process and aims ro achieve 
a comprehensive and 
durable peace in the region. 

Mr. Kabariti called for 
concerted international 
efforts for a just solution for 
the Palestinian refugees, the 
issue of which, he said con- 
stitutes a basic element in 
the peace process and that 
the global community ought 
to encourage compensation 
for their lost lands or repa- 
triation to their homeland. 


ed an official welcome cer- 
emony upon arrival at the 
palace were as follows: 
Loan Agafichioaie of 
Romania, Hani Riyadh 
Suleiman of Egypt, Omar 
Abdul Majid Abdul Rah- 
man of Sudan. Peter Mende 
of Germany, Nan an 
Shumshir of Nepal, 
B.F.Tangelder of the 
Netherlands, Biham 

Suleiman Ben Haji Damit 
of Brunei, Shasmsuddin 
Babakhanof of Uzbekistan 
and Michael Molloy of 
Canada. 


Ministers of Awqaf 
prepare for conference 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Executive Council of the 
Ministers of Awqaf in' 
Arab and Islamic Coun- 
tries will hold a meeting 
today under the patron- 
age of HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan to review 
issues for the forthcom- 
ing meeting by Islamic 
countries’ Awqaf minis- 
ters in Jakarta next year. 

In the two-day meeting, 
the executive council 
members will also dis- 
cuss matters pertaining to 
a draft agreement regard- 
ing cooperation among 
the ministries of Awqaf in 
Islamic nations and joint 
action in religious aft airs. 

The council members 
include delegates from 
Jordan. Egypt, Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, Moroc- 
co, Iraq. Indonesia, Pak- 
istan and Gambia. 

Saudi Arabia's delegate 
to the meeting Dr. Abdul- 
lah Turki arrived in 
Amman Tuesday and 
declared himsell opti- 
mistic that the meeting 
would lead to closer 



cooperation among 
Islamic nations and 
emphasised that the 
council members will 
discuss global perception 
of Islam and how to best 
deal with hostile cam- 
paigns directed at Islam 
and Islamic nations. 

Also arriving in 
Amman Tuesday for the 
meeting was Kuwaiti 
Minister of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs Ali Ben 
Fahd Alzamie who stated 
upon arriving that the 
meeting will pursue the 
recommendadons and 
resolutions passed earlier 
by the council's meeting 
in Jeddah. 

Minister of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs in Egypt 
Mahmoud Zaqzouq also 
arrived Tuesday for the 
meeting which will be 
held at the King Abdullah 
Mosque. 


.TO, 


MUSICAL PERFORMANCE 

* Violin duet by Firas Hattar and As’ad Ali at Da rat AI Foimm, Jabal Wtibdeh at 
7:30 p.m. ..... J ! 

• FILM : ■' V:^>':.V%4y ■ 


* “Truly Madly Deeply” at the British Council at7:00'p.rai: r ". - 

• PANEL PRES^TAT10N C ... . 


* Media forum topic is -To What Extent Do Press Articles Mid .. 

Public Ouinion?’’ (.Arabic — with the. participation of panelists: Sultan Hattab, Ham 
Bo^^TTony Sabbagh) at the African C&nti^’s auditorium pan: /; , 

LECTURE -tijrl [ .f r. v ; 

* “Meeting and Dialogue on the Literature of Children’’ by Mona Hanning at Abdul 

Hameed Sboinan Foundation, Jabal Amman at 6:3&pjn. , 

EXHIBITIONS S.,' 

i. • • . .} : 

* Plastic art bv Iraqi artist Widad Aval at the Royal Cultural Centre, UHtJSept.26. 

* by MobaronadAl Jaloos indited “Pathetic" at Baladna Art Caller* at 

* ' Wbrte by*Sbewn PbsticArt Assipdidi^ *1»1 Weibdeh (TO.' 

by Salam Kansan and Pia Hayes at Al|a Art Gallery, Jabal 

aOtorat AJ Fumm, lata! Weibdeh flocluding ceramic 
sc^rnSbyVera^Siari. photographs of Jordani an Vdlag cs byA m nar Kham- 
by contemporary Arab artists, a mosmc exfiHMtwn, find others), unta 


RSCN seeks reassurance on future of wadis 


After the presentation of 
credentials, the ambas- 
sadors laid wreaths at the 
tombs of the late King 
Abdullah Ben Al Hussein 
and the late King Talal Ben 
Abdullah, father of King 
Hussein. 

Earlier in the day. Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti, in his capacity as 
Foreign Minister, received 
copies of the credentials of 
the ambassadors of Canada, 
Brunei and Uzbekistan at 
separate meetings in his 
office. 



By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special to I he Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Following 
the debate raised by the 
announcement of a pre- 
feasibility study for the 
construction of three dams 
in the Jordan Valley, at 
Wadi Hassa (Tannour 
dam). Wadi Waleh and 
Wadi Mujeb respectively, 
the Jordan Valley Authori- 
ty (JVA) is seeking to reas- 
sure environmentalists and 
nature-lovers that the con- 
servation and preservation 
of the natural richness of 
die three wadis will be 
considered a priority. 

In an attempt to allay 
fears that the construction 
of the dams will irremedia- 
bly damage the eco-system 
of Wadi Mujeb. widely 
considered as the most 
spectacular feature along 
the Dead Sea shore and, 
therefore, an important 
tourist attraction, the JVA 
promised that any decision 
related to the area will be 
takerr hand in hand with 
the Rcryal Society for the 
Conservation of Nature 
(RSCN). 


Minister 
discusses 
importing 
Palestinian 
olive oil 

BAQAA (Petra) — Minis- 
ter of Supply Munir Sobar 
Tuesday confirmed that the 
government is maintaining 
contacts with the Palestin- 
ian National Authority i 
fPNA) regarding importa- i 
tion of olive oil from Pales- 
tine to local markets. 

During a visit to the 
Balqaa govemorate. where 
he toured local markets and 
shopping centres, Mr. 
Sobar said that the local 
markets lack sufficient 
stores of olive oil and that 
the ministry has failed to 
provide the required quan- 
tities for local consumption 
despite its search in other 
Arab and foreign countries. 

The olive season is immi- 
nent and the minister 
expressed reasonable 
expectation that local and 
Palestinian harvests will 
supply sufficient quantities 
for local markets. 

However, the ministry 
has made plans for storing 
sufficient quantities of 
olive oil as part of its food 
strategy, he said expressing 
his regret that no such plan 
was implemented for the 
previous olive season. 

Mr. Sobar toured the 
Baqaa refugee camp Ain Al 
Basha and attended to 
remarks by customers and 
merchants about the cur- 
rent market situation. 

He said that grocery 
stores and green groceries 
should abide by regulated 
prices set by the ministry 
and further emphasised 
that this was especially the 
case for commodities 
imported through the Min- 
istry of Supply admonish- 
ing that violators will be 
duly prosecuted. 


“First of all, we do not 
even have a project yet, 
[for the construction of a 
dam in Wadi Mujeb],” Sec- 
retary General of the JVA 
Dureid Mahasneh told the 
Jordan Times, “and, sec- 
ondly, any study, project or 
action will be carried on in 
close coordination with the 
RSCN.” 

Dr. Mahasneh, who is 
also a member of the 
RSCN, said that the stud- 
ies related to the construc- 
tion of the dams are part of 
a comprehensive plan for 
the development of the 
southern Jordan valley 
regions. 

The beginning of a feasi- 
bility study on the project 
involving the construction 
of the Tannour, Waleh and 
Mujeb dams was 

announced by the JVA on 
Aug. 12, and the RSCN 
promptly responded warn- 
ing against the likely nega- 
tive impacts of the dams on 
the hydrological and envi- 
ronmental- conditions of 
the Mujeb River system. 

Because the area repre- 
sents a very special eco- 
system, with a wide variety 


of land-types, flora and 
fauna. Wadi Mujeb was 
declared a nature reserve 
in 1986 and established as 
such in 1988. 

Though “most willing” 
to cooperate with the JVA, 
the RSCN is, at the same 
time, making its stand very 
clear: “an alternative [to 
the construction of die 
dam] must be found out- 
side the reserve,” Director 
of the RSCN Christopher 
Johnson declared to the 
Jordan Times. 

According to the RSCN, 
“a report produced by the 
JVA states that the gorge 
below the Mujeb dam wul 
be dry for 80 per cent of 
the year,” and therefore the 
plant and animal commu- 
nities living in and around 
the river down stream of 
the dam would be 
destroyed. 

Stressing that during 

r g and early summer 
year there were 
approximately 400 cars 
parked around the wadi 
mouth every Friday and 
about 40 tourist coaches 
per day visiting the gorge 
and the river, Mr. Johnson 


said that “without flowing 
water, the scenic beauty of 
the gorge will be greatly 
. reduced, minimising its 
attraction for tourists." 

The JVA presented the 
integrated project involv- 
ing the construction of the 
Mujeb dam as a partial 
solution to Jordan's dra- 
matic water shortage, and 
said the envisaged dams 
will have a combined 
capacity of 54 million 
cubic metres (mem) of 
water. 

Of the total quantity, 10 
mcm should be used to 
irrigate Ghor Safi, 17 mcm 
for the potash and chemi- 
cal complexes. 15 mcm for 
the development of 
tourism facilities on the 
Dead Sea coast, and the 
remaining 3 mcm for 
domestic purposes, the 
JVA said. 

In a recendy issued fact 
sheet, the RSCN ques- 
tioned whether the impli- 
cations for tourism and 
loss of tourism revenue 
bad been adequately 
assessed by die JVA and 
warned against the futility 
of using vital fresh water 


to grow yet more water- 
dependent crops in very 
dry areas, such as Ghor 
Safi. 

But i even stronger 

oi .n to the JVA's 

plans i as come from some 
private companies operat- 
ing in eco-tourism. 

“It is highly contradicto- 
ry that, while everybody is 
talking a great deal about 
encouraging eco-tourism 
and sustainable develop- 
ment, the JVA is consider- 
ing a plan to destroy one of 
Jordan's main attractions" 
commented Jad Younis, 
environmentalist and in 
charge of eco-tourism at 
Discovery, a local tourism 
and travel company. 

“This is a very small 
country. Wadi Mujeb. 
together with Dana and 
Wadi Rum. is the most 
important destination for 
eco-tourism: scrubbing it 
out of the map, is like tak- 
ing away 30 per cent of 
Jordan's ""eco-tourism 
potential,” Mr. Younis 
summed up. 
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Pakistani army patrols Multan 
to maintain calm after massacre 


ISLAMABAD, Pakistan 
(AP) — In armoured per- 
sonnel carriers and on fooL 
the army Tuesday patrolled 
the southern Punjab city of 
Multan a day after gunmen 
massacred 21 worshippers 
in a mosque, witnesses said. 

In the eastern suburb 
where the killing took place 
shops were dosed and the 
army had imposed an area 
wide curfew to curb the vio- 
lence. 

On Monday several men 
with machine guns stormed 
into the ancient Majid AJ 
Khair Mosque and opened 
fire on a congregation of 
Sunni Muslim worshippers 
saying their morning pra- 
yers. 

Devout Muslims pray five 
times a day in this Islamic 
nation of 140 million peo- 
ple, most of whom are Sun- 
ni Muslims. 

No one has taken respon- 


sibility for the slaughter but 
many in Multan were blam- 
ing militant members of the 
Shi'ite Muslim community, 
a rival sect. 

Following the shooting a 
Shi'ite mosque was burned 
and a Shi’ite leader was 
killed as he prepared for his 
evening prayers in Bawa- 
halpur, about SO kilometres 
away, said witnesses and 
newspaper reports. 

On Sunday another pro- 
minent Shi'ite leader had 
been killed also in Bawa- 
halpur. Many feared the 
Multan killings were to 
avenge that death. 

Multan, one of the honest 
places on Earth, is religious- 
ly significant to both Sunni 
and Shi'ite Muslims. 

Surrounded by shrines of 
saints belonging to both 
sects hundreds of thousands 
of Muslims from through- 
out the country annually 


make pilgrimages to Mul- 
tan. about 450 kilometres 
south of Islamabad. 

The city landscape is dot- 
ted with mosques belonging 
to both Sunnis and Shi'ite 
Muslims. 

On Tuesday there were 
heavy contingents of well- 
armed police outside most 
mosques and worshippers 
were being searched for 
weapons. 

Loudspeakers atop 

mosques frequented by mil- 
itant groups urged worship- 
pers to collect their arms 
and prepare for battle. 

Parliamentary Speaker 
Yousaf Raza Gillani said he 
would ask the government 
to ban sectarian parties in 
Pakisran. 

On Monday a mob at- 
tacked Mr. Gillani when he 
arrived at the site of the 
massacre, ripping at his 
clothes and hurling stones, 


witnesses said. Several sol- 
diers moved in and hustled 
him away. 

Mr. Gillani, the member 
of parliament from Multan, 
had come to offer comfort 
to the victims. 

While the majority of 
Pakistan's Sunni and Shi'ite 
Muslims get along, there 
has been an increase in 
recent years in the number 
of militant groups belong- 
ing to both sects. 

They are well armed. In 
some areas of the country 
their arsenals include rocket 
launchers, heavy artillery 
and almost everyone has 
huge stockpile of machine 
guns. 

Earlier this month in 
remote comer of northwest- 
ern Pakistan more than 100 
people were killed when 
Sunni and Shi'ite Muslims 
clashed in a ferocious week- 
long battle. 



Pakistani Muslims offer a funeral prayer for some of the victims of a shooting at a Multan mosque Monday. At least 
24 people were killed and 50 injured when unidentified gunmen opened fire on the worshippers, offering their dawn 
prayer (Reuter photo) 


U.S., Russia and Norway 


to sign vital Arctic treaty 


BERGEN, Norway (R1 — 
The United States. Russia 
and Norway will sign a 
milestone agreement Thurs- 
day for dealing jointly with 
nuclear and other waste 
scored or dumped in the 
Arctic by the former Com- 
munist superpower's mili- 
tary. 

The Arctic Military and 
Environmental Cooperation 
(AMEC) pact will be signed 
by U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Perry. Russian 
Defence Minister Igor Ro- 
dionov and Norwegian 
counterpart Joergen Kosmo 
at the end of an informal 
NATO meeting in the Nor- 
wegian west coast city of 
Bergen. 

Mr. Rodionov will attend 
a special session at the 
meeting, which opens Wed- 
nesday. The 16 NATO de- 
fence ministers will also 
discuss what follow-on 
force to keep in Bosnia after 
the current mission's man- 
date ends in late December. 

NATO member Norway 
has pushed for the AMEC 
agreement in an effort to put 
more international focus on 
radioactive waste piling up 
on its doorstep — Russia’s 
Kola peninsula, home to 
giant nuclear submarine 


bases. The Scandinavian 
country shares a 200 kilo- 
metre Arctic frontier with 
Russia. 

“We have been working 
on this agreement for a year 
and a half,” Mr. Kosmo 
said. “It is another step in 
the continuing and emerg- 
ing cooperation between the 
three countries in cleaning 
up the Arctic military envi- 
ronment.” 

The Kola bases form an 
environmental rather lhan a 
military threat to Norway 
now that the cold war is 
over. Cleaning up radioac- 
tive pollution on the penin- 
sula has become a major 
issue in Norwegian foreign 
policy. 

The agreement also deals 
with the dumping of whole 
nuclear reactors in the sea 
during the communist era. 

Although no final plans 
have been made, the signing 
is expected to be followed 
in the near future by a meet- 
ing with senior Russian mil- 
itary officials in Murmansk, 
the main city on the penin- 
sula. 

The Norwegian Defence 
Ministry was tightlipped 
about the practical implica- 
tions of the pact, but U.S. 
officials said in Washing- 


ton last week the agreement 
would address radioactive 
waste handling and oil pol- 
lution. 

“The principal purpose of 
the AMEC agreement is to 
change the environmental 
conditions in the Russian 
Arctic region,” a U.S. offi- 
cial said. 

Six projects, four of 
which are about radioactive 
waste, will be formally 
endorsed by the ministers in 
Bergen. 

The projects include the 
joint development of proto- 
type containers for interim 
storage of spent nuclear fuel 
and work on technology for 
treatment of liquid as well 
as solid radioactive waste. 

A plant for treating low- 
level liquid radioactive 
waste is already being built 
in Murmansk under a joint 
effort initialled earlier by 
Norway. Russia and the 
United Stares. 

Norwegian experts say 
storage sites on the Kola 
peninsula for spent fuel and 
other nuclear waste from 
vessels scrapped under dis- 
armament agreements are 
inadequate and radiation 
could leak into the Barents 
Sea. 


Mayor orders Megawati to close office 


JAKARTA (R) — Indone- 
sian officials have ordered 
ousted minority party leader 
Megawati Sukarnoputri to 
dose her party office two 
weeks after it was opened in 
defiance of the military, 
party officials said Tuesday. 

East Jakarta Mayor Su- 
darsono said in the notice of 
closure, a copy of which 
was obtained by Reuters, 
that he had taken the action 
.after receiving letters from 
local residents that the use 
of the building was not in 
accordance with regula- 


tions. 


''Megawati Sukarnoputri 
and (Secretary-General) 
Alexander Litaay are or- 
dered to soon stop activities 
of a secretariat of the Indo- 
nesian Democratic Party 
(PDI) Megawati Faction 
within 72 hours of the re- 
ceipt of this letter," said the 
order, dated Sept. 23. 

Pany officials said the let- 
ter was received about 7 
p.m. Monday. 

“If you do not in the near 
future comply with this 
order, the government of Ja- 
karta represented by mayor 
of East Jakarta wiU imple- 


ment the closure and all 
risks will be bome by you." 
the letter said. 

Mr. Litaay told Reuters: 
“We are still discussing our 
next step." 

The military has said Ms. 
Megawati and her followers 
do not have the right to 
cany out political activities 
and that the opening of a 
headquarters was unaccept- 
able. 

Ms. Megawati’s support- 
ers opened the office on 
Sept. 9 after they were evic- 
ted from the PDI central 
headquarters by police. 


U.K. police 
raid homes 


in Ireland 
after arms 


find 


LONDON (R) — Police 
raided homes in Ireland 
Tuesday as Irish and 
British authorities sought 
to capitalise on the biggest 
seizure of IRA arms and 
explosives ever made on 
the British mainland. 

The capture Monday of 
10 tonnes of explosives 
after dawn raids in London 
and the arrest of five men 
dealt a major blow to Irish 
Republican Army (IRA) 
morale and torpedoed any 
chance of a new ceasefire. 

Police in Ireland 
swooped on several homes 
near the border with Bri- 
tish-ruled Northern Ireland 
early Tuesday but no 
arrests were made. 

One of the five men be- 
ing questioned by police in 
London is a young Nor- 
thern Irish British Airways 
engineer working at Bri- 
tain's Gatwick Airport. 

Transport officials said 
they would be reviewing 
already strict vetting proce- 
dures but the airline insist- 
ed the arrest in no way sug- 
gested the airport was the 
target for an attack. 

A sixth man. who was 
shot dead by police during 
Monday’s raids, was be- 
lieved to have been bom in 
Britain of Irish parents. 

The suspects can be 
detained for a week with- 
out charge under anti-ter- 
rorism laws brought in to 
combat the IRA's guerrilla 
battle to oust Britain from 
Northern Ireland. 

Police, jubilant that their 
cooperation with Secret 
Service agents paid such 
rich dividends, said they 
blieved the IRA were with- 
in hours of launching lorry 
bomb attacks and targeting 
high profile public figures. 



Professor Renat Akchurin (left)* tipped to be the Russian surgeon chosen to operate 
on President Boris Yeltsin, talks to U.S. cardiologist Michael DeBakey during the 
international conference that opened in Moscow Tuesday. Dr. DeBakey will join the 
team of doctors advising Mr. Yeltsin on heart bypass surgery (Reuter photo) 


Yeltsin meets Chernomyrdin 


in hospital ahead of operation 


MOSCOW (R) — President Boris Yeltsin, 
waiting for doctors to decide when and 
whether to operate on his heart, met Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin Tuesday in 
the hospital where be has spent the last 10 
days. 

Interfax News Agency, quoting Kremlin 
sources, said the two men met for about an 
hour, discussing several issues including 
regional elections and the situation in 
breakaway Chechenya. 

Six Russian soldiers were killed near the 
rebel region Tuesday when their armoured 
personnel carrier went over a mine but a 
shaky truce agreed last month has generally 
held. 

Mr. Yeltsin has already handed over some 
powers to Mr. Chernomyrdin before his 
planned heart operation and has said that 
the prime minister will take over during the 
surgery. Doctors are due to meet 
Wednesday to decide when to operate. 

But the operation, initially billed as sim- 
ple heart bypass surgery, bas been over- 
shadowed by other doubts about the presi- 
dent’s overall state of health after he moved 
to the elite Central Clinical Hospital. 

Top Russian surgeon Renat Akchurin sug- 
gested at the weekend that the operation 
might be delayed for six to eight weeks — 
or even cancelled. Dr. Akchurin, attending a 
medical conference in Moscow Tuesday, is 
expected to lead the operation. 

Dr. Akchurin also said Mr. Yeltsin had 
probably had a heart attack during the pres- 
idential election campaign. 

Russian Communists, defeated by Mr. 
Yeltsin in the July election, accused the 
president and his team of misleading the 
electorate by concealing information. 

“(Concealing the heart attack) amounts to 
falsification. The elections were not fair.” 
Communist Party leader Gennady Zyu- 
ganov told Reuters at the Council of Eu- 
rope's Parliamentary Assembly in Stras- 
bourg. 


Mr. Yeltsin, who disappeared from the 
public eye during the two rounds of 
Russia's presidential election, admirted 
over a month later he needed an operation 
- on his heart. His absence has created a 
power vacuum in Russia and top politicians 
have been jockeying for position in a possi- 
ble race to succeed him. 

But tight lips in the Kremlin — press offi- 
cers often answer questions with the stock 
phrase “we have no information on that” — 
has focused attention on the international 
medical conference in Moscow's exclusive 
President Hotel. 

The doctors' get-together has turned into a 
media circus where reporters and television 
crews almost outnumber doctors. 

German heart surgeon Hans Borst said he 
thought die experts would happily advise 
Mr. Yeltsin. 

“Logically the Russians should use the 
expertise presented by a group of at least 12 
foreigners who are very well versed in this 
type of surgery,” he said. “All of us are 
rather curious about what is going to be the 
next step." 

Participants at the conference include pio- 
neering U.S. surgeon Michael DeBakey. 
who has already said he will join the team 
of doctors advising Mr. Yeltsin. 

Dr. DeBakey, who works in Houston and 
is 23 years older than his new patient, con- 
ducted the world’s first successful heart 
bypass operation. “I'm always optimistic," 
he said when he arrived in Moscow 
Monday. 

Mr. Yeltsin's prolonged stay in hospital 
has sent shudders through Russia's embry- 
onic financial markets. 

Russian shares fell an average of three per 
cent Monday and prices tumbled further 
Tuesday. 

‘It’s really crashing, moving down with 
even some panic among brokers," said 
Alexei Genkiru sales desk manager at Alfa- 
Capital. 


12th person held in Belgian child case 


BRUSSELS (.R) — Belgian police made 
their twelfth arrest Tuesday in the scandal 
of child abduction, sexual abuse and mur- 
der that has shaken the country to the core. 

Marleen De Cockere was charged with 
criminal association and drug trafficking. 
Belga news agency said she was also impli- 
cated in the illegal imprisonment of chil- 
dren. 

Ms. De Cockere is the companion of 
Jean-Michel Nihoul who has been under 
arrest since Aug. 16 on charges of criminal 
association. 

Mr. Nihoul, whose lawyer admits he takes 
part in orgies with consenting adults, has 
since also been charged with abduction. 

Belgium has been in shock since Aug. 1 6 
when the bodies of eight-year-olds Julie 
Lejeune and Melissa Russo were found on 
a property owned by convicted child rapist 
Marc Dutroux in Sars-La-Buissiere near the 
southern city of Charleroi. . 

The two children had been kidnapped by 
associates of Mr. Dutroux 14 months earli- 
er. He said they starved to death around the 
start of this year. 

The discovery followed the rescue of two 
other girls — Laeritia Delhez. 14, and 
Sabine Dardenne, 12, from a secret dun- 
geon in another house owned by Mr. 
Dutroux in Marcinelle. a suburb of 
Charleroi. 

On Friday Belgian Television showed the 
first pictures of the one metre by three 
metres dungeon in which Julie and Melissa 
died, hidden behind a heavy, soundproofed 
steel and concrete door set in the wall in the 
basement. 

Two more teenagers — Eefje Lambrecks 
and An Marchal — were found dead two 
and a half weeks later at the home of 
Frenchman Bernard Weinstein, an accom- 
plice whom Mr. Dutroux admits killing. 

Belgian Television said several people 
had been questioned Tuesday. 

Mr. Dutroux, who was also involved in an 
international car theft ring, and accomplice 
Michel Lelievre have been charged with 
abduction and illegal imprisonment. Mr. 
Duiroux's second wife Michelle Martin has 
been charged as an accomplice. 

Three other people have been charged in 
relation to the child sex and pornography 
ring — including Annie Bouty, a former 
companion of Mr. Nihoul. 

Four others — including Georges Zicot, a 
chief detective specialising in tackling car 


theft — have been charged in connection 
with the stolen cars. 

All but two of the 12 are being held in 
custody while investigations continue. 

Meanwhile, European Union (EU) justice 
ministers gather Thursday to discuss ways 
of stamping out cross-border child sex 
“trafficking" following the revelations of 
child murder, prostitution and pornography 
in Belgium. 

hash Prime Minister John Bruton, who 
will host the conference in Dublin, said 
Ireland would urge ministers to extend the 
mandate of the EU's embryonic police 
agency Europol. based in the Dutch capital 
the Hague, so that if can deal with the child 
sex trade. 

EU Justice Commissioner Anita Gradin 
told Reuters she would urge EU govern- 
ments to urgently ratify the convention 
which will put Europol fully to work. 

“Everyone should go home and ratify the 
Europol convention. If we want to get hold of 
these gangs who are... abducting children then 
you need a Europol that’s effective," she said. 

Mr. Bruton said there was an urgent need to 
act. 

“Recent events brought home to us all the 
obscene and shocking crimes perpetrated 
against children ^on our continent.” Mr. 
Bruton, whose counuy- is current EU presi- 
dent, recently told the European Parliament. 

EU members, jealous of their own police 
and judicial systems, have previously been 
reluctant to extend the EU's competence to 
lead the fight against cross-border crime. 

• w ™ c “ ^ so involves drugs, cars and nuclear 
materials and money laundering. 

But EU officials hope that the EU will be so 
shaken that national governments will now 
put aside their reservations. 

Until the Europol Convention, previously 
delayed by a row between Britain and its EU 
partners over the jurisdiction of the European 
Court of Justice, is ratified Europol cannot 
start vital work analysing data provided hv 
various police forces. 3 

Ms. Gradin said she would also urge the 
increased practice in member states of trying 
at home the many Europeans who go oversea? 
as^5ex tourists" to indulge in sex with chii- 


Belgiuvn has said it win push for a Eurooe- 
wide solution to combat use by paedophte 
and pornography networks to advertised 
wares on (he Internet, which is little poS 
and where anonymity can be assured. 


Bardot says Le 
Pen is a lovely 
man 


PARIS (AFP) — Former 
sex kitten Brigitte BaSof. 
says French extreme 
leader Jean-Marie Le^Pfcf 
is a “lovely, intelligent 
man," but calls film. s%" 
Alain Delon a cold-hearted 
monster with steely, bine 
eyes the former pouting 
heart throb who iropfly 
left the silver screen ^ 
years ago to become, io 
animal rights campaigner, 
revealed her far-right poE 
ical views, but also detaik s 
of her sex life in the 
servative daily Le Figaro 
Monday, which published 
extracts from her memoirs 
Initiates B.B. (Initials B. 

B ). The memoirs were pub- 
lished simultaneously 
Monday in France, Bel- 
gium and Germany. Accor- 
ding to extracts in Le Fi- 
garo. Bardot fell in love^jfc 
with her screen partners as 
soon as she shot the first 
love scene. Currently mar- 
ried to Bernard. D’Ormak, - 
whose opinions match 
those of Le Pen, 61-year- 
old Bardot, whose well- 
conserved figure also 
graces the pages ' of the 
illustrated weekly Paris- 
Match, said she “fully’' ; 
shares Le Pen’s views on 
the “terrifying immigra- 
tion" into France, but not 
his anti-abortion stance. 
Bardot blasted French film 
stars Alain Delon and 
Catherine Deneuve. Of De- 
lon. she wrote: “Alain is a 
cold-hearted person, ex- 
tremely self-centred, who 
to warm himself up has 
found nothing better than 
to appear in fur advertise- 
ments. Just like Sophia^ 
Loren. He gets on my 
nerves always wanting to 
show off his blue eyes." 
She also attacked Deneuve, 
who once lived with one of 
her former husbands, Ro- 
ger Vadim. Bardot recounts 
other notches on her bed- 
post starting with Vadim 
who directed Bardot in her 
I- first major hit “Et Dieu 
Crea La Femme" (And 
God Created Woman), or 
the late iconoclastic singer 
Serge Gainsbourg who had 
Bardot record one of her 
most successful hits, Har- 
ley Davidson. Other people 
she says shared her bed 
were actors Sami Frey. 
Jean-Louis Trimingam and 
Jacques Charrier. by whom 
she had a baby. German 
playboy Gunther Sachs andf* 
singer Sacha Distel. 


Taiwan police shut 
188 sex parlours 


TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan po- 
lice. fighting a “war against 
prostitution," said they 
have shut down 188 sex 
parlours in capital Taipei in 
the past seven days, and 
vowed to bust the remain- 
ing 103 by the end of the 
day. “We have cut off water 
and power supplies to a 
total of 188 sex parlours 
and forced them to close, 
and we have 103 to gb be- 
fore the end of today," Tai- . 
pei Police Chief Ting 
Yuan-Ching told city Ma- 
yor Chen Shui-Bian in a 
public conference Tuesday. 
Mr. Chen, who had de- 
manded that the police shut 
all of Taipei’s bustling sex 
establishments in one 
week, said his war on vice^ 
would not be a success 
until remaining parlours 
were closed. “The remain- 
ing 103 sex parlours need 
to dose down by the end of 
today/’ Mr. Chen said. 
Many of the sex parlours 
hire teenage girls as “pub- 
lic relation managers" to 
provide sex service to • 
clients. Local newspapers 
said their salaries could 
reach as much as 2 milli on 
Taiwanese dollars 
($72,700) a month. Chief 
Ting said his department 
has already pinned down 
69 of the 103 remaining 
parlours, and would raid 
them Tuesday night. “We 
are confident we can get to 
the 69 and then the rest 
before the day is over," be 
said. A police spokesman., 
declined to reveal how ma- ; J 
ny people had been arrest-^; 
cd in die crackdown, 
ing a final tally would 
be released until the enri& 
operation was over. Mb 
Chen has said he would- 
make it a priority of his 
adndnistration to rid tbs' 
capital city of its notorious-' 
red-light districts. *■ 
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U.N. General Assembly opens with 
differences over Ghali, finances 


U.S. Army General John Tilelli (left), commander-in-chief of VS. Forces in Korea, talks to South Korean Defence 
^Minister Lee Yang-Ho while U.S. Ambassador to Korea Richard Lanev (right) stands next to South Korean 
* foreign Minister Gong Ro-Myung, prior to a breakfast meeting in Seoul Tuesday (Reuter photo) 

S. Korea’s Kim reviews policy toward North 


SEOUL (R) — South Ko- 
' -rean President Kim Young- 
\ *Sam is considering policy 
changes toward North Ko- 
rea after a Northern subma- 
rine dropped heavily-armed 
agents on a southern beach. 
Seoul media said Tuesday. 

Tin seriously consider- 
f Vmg reviewing our policy 
? 'to wand North Korea,” lead- 
ing newspaper Dong-A II bo 
quoted Mr. Kim as telling a 
group of Japanese political 
editors. 

Presidential spokesmen 


were not available to com- 
ment. 

In its Wednesday’s edi- 
tion, Dong-A said Mr. Kim 
did not go into details of 
w’hai kind of steps the gov- 
ernment would take, but 
said Mr. Kim gave a clear 
indication of a wide-ranging 
shift in the government’s 
position toward the Com- 
munist North. 

An estimated 26 North 
Korean agents came ashore 
on an east coast beach near 
the city of Kangnung last 


Wednesday. Nine have been 
killed by South Korean 
security forces, 11 were 
found shot dead — possibly 
murdered by their own col- 
leagues — one was cap- 
tured and five are thought to 
be still on the run. 

Mr. Kim denounced the 
infiltration as an act of “mil- 
itary provocation,” saying it 
was not a simple spy case. 

After asking the Japanese 
reporters what would hap-' 
pen if a submarine sneaked 
into Osaka or an area near 
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South Korean men in Seoul inspect a model of the submarine Tuesday which was 
grounded on the South Korean east coast last week. The submarine, and the subse- 
quent infiltration of around 26 North Korean agents and crew members, has South 
, Korea planning to restart the Team Spirit war games with tbe United States (Reuter 
'photo) 


Washington, Mr. Kim was 
quoted as saying: "The 
United States and Japan 
would have probably started 
a war against the aggressor. 
The country should have 
disappeared as the United 
States would have launched 
an attack:” 

Breaking a week-long si- 
lence. the North Monday 
demanded the return of the 
vessel and crew as the sub- 
marine stranded off South 
Korea last week due to 
engine failure. 

But Kim flatly dismissed 
the North Korean claim as a 
lie. citing the fact that North 
Korean agents wore South 
Korean clothes and shoes. 

He added that the North 
Korean submarine could not 
drift to the South due to the 
North-bound ocean current 
in the east sea. 

"The * intrusion was made 
delibeftfcely.ftoAi thebegin- 
ingp';'Dorig-A quoted Mr. 
Kim r Hs saying. 

In an angry response to an 
incursion by the North Ko- 
rean submarine. South Ko- 
rea’s Defence Ministry said 
Tuesday that Seoul would 
seek to restart war games 
with the United States. 

The annual Team Spirit 
military exercises were 
dropped last year as part of 
a landmark deal between 
the United States and North 
Korea under which Pyong- 
yang agreed to scrap its sus- 
pected nuceiar weapons 
programme. 


China warns Japan not to provoke new incidents 


: BEUING (R) — China 
Tuesday urged Japan to be 
rational and not to provoke 
any new incidents in a row 
over a group of disputed is- 
lands in the East China Sea. 

'The Japanese side has a 
responsibility to guxarantee 
*thai it will not provoke any 
new incidents in the future.” 
Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Shen Guofang 
Hold a news briefing. 

‘ “The Japanese side should 
ioadopt measures to immedi- 
‘ ately halt activities infring- 
ing on China’s (claim of) 
sovereignty” over the is- 
lands — known as the Diao- 
' y us in Chinese and the Sen- 
kakus in Japanese. Mr. Shen 
said. 

“These... are very impor- 
tant,” Mr. Shen said, adding 
that the islands were an 
inseparable pan of China. 

The dispute over the unin- 
habited islands flared up 
this month when Japanese 
rightists moved to buttress 
Tokyo's claim over them by 
repairing a makeshift alu- 


minium lighthouse on one 
of the islands. The structure 
had been damaged by a 
typhoon last month. 

On Monday. Japanese pat- 
rol ships repulsed a flotilla 
of activists from rival clai- 
mant Taiwan and the British 
colony of Hong Kong, 
which reverts to Beijing 
rule in mid- 1997. The acti- 
vists tried to land on the is- 
lands to defy Tokyo’s claim 
of sovereignty. 

Beijing and Taipei, rivals 
since the end of the Chinese 
civil war in 1 949. agree the 
Diaovus have been China’s 
for centuries and dispute 
Tokyo's claim, which dates 
to 1895 when Japan defeat- 
ed imperial China in a war 
and seized the Diaoyus. 

The Taiwan and Hong 
Kong activists had vowed to 
remove the lighthouse, but 
17 Japanese vessels backed 
by a helicopter thwarted 
eight landing attempts by 

placing themselves be ween 
seven fishing boats carrying 
the activists and the islands. 


Mr. Shen declined to spec- 
ulate on how Beijing might 
react if Taiwan or Hong 
Kong residents were injured 
or killed while trying to 
approach the islands. “We 
do not wish for this to hap-; 
pen.” he said. 

In New York, Japan's 
chief Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Hidehiro Hama- 
da said Monday that the 
issue was not open for dis- 
cussion ahead of a meeting 
between foreign ministers 
of the two countries. 

“The Japanese position 
has been made quite clear. 
The islands have been his- 
torically and legally an inte- 
gral part of Japan... From 
the Japanese side, there is 
no dispute to discuss,” Mr. 
Hamada said. 

“The Chinese side knows 
that position... We hope this 
will not jeopardise friendly 
relations with China,” he 
said. 

Mr. Shen said China had 
taken notice that Tokyo had 
repeatedly stressed the 


importance it attached to 
Sino-Japanese relations. 

“They (Japanese) said 
they do not want to see Si- 
no-Japanese relations 
harmed... We hope to see 
more action by the Japanese 
side,” Mr. Shen said. 

Asked if joint military 
exercises China conducted 
this month were aimed at 
Japan, Mr. Shen said it was 
“normal” for China to con- 
duct war games. 

The Shenyang Military 
Zone conducted the exercis- 
es at an undisclosed loca- 
tion on Sept. 13-14, with the 
army, navy and air force 
seizing and defending off- 
shore islands, the Liberation 
Army Daily reported Sun- 
day. 

Tokyo has called for calm 
in the face of growing anti- 
Japanese sentiment Some 
Hong Kong legislators and 
Chinese citizens have de- 
manded Beijing send war- 
ships to the islands. 


Bangladesh has highest lead pollution in world 


DHAKA ( R J — Bangladesh has the highest lead pollution 
in the world for part o'f the year, scientists at the Bangladesh 
Atomic Energy Commission (BAEC.) said Tuesday. 

A 17 -monSi study by BAEC scientists detected 463 
naxiosmmme (billionth of a gramme) of lead, per metre of 
air over Dhaka during the dry months i.November-January). 

“Baneladesh has the highest lead pollution in world — 
the fiaure appears to be the world’s highest against 383 
Tnanogramme in Mexico City ami 360 in Bombay, said 
BAEC's chief scientific officer. Dr. Mohammad 
? m Khaliquzzaman. who led the survey. , 

“It’s alarming. Higher levels of lead are dangerous for 
♦child health ” said Dr. Khaliquzzaman, who blamed the 
problem larselv on the use of leaded fuel. 

P £1 Bangladesh, all vehicles use leaded ^ because *e 
country's only refinery is not able to produce lead-free fuel, 

h However, he said, the concentration of lead drops as the 
rainfall increases after the dry season. 


“It comes down to 253 nanogrammes during the medium 
railfall period (February-May) and to 160 nanogrammes in 
the peak rainy months (June-August),” Dr. Khaliquzzaman 
told Reuters. 

BAEC scientists said lead can penetrate into the lungs and 
subsequently into the blood. The heavy metal can also 
cause intellectual impairment in children, 

“Lead can severely impair intelligence of children, can 
cause respiratory problems and annemia,” said Dr. Mizanur 
Rahman, a paediatrist in Dhaka’s Post Graduate Medicine 
and Research Hospital. 

Scientists and public health officials are also battling 
deadly water pollution in parts of Bangladesh. 

Up to 15 people have died in recent months in the coun- 
try’s southern districts due to poisoning by the high content 
of arsenic in sub-soil water. 

Authorities have hurriedly sealed many wells after water 
they pumped out tested “arsenic positive,” doctors in the 
worst-affected districts said. 


UNITED NATIONS (AP.) 
— World leaders echoed 
U.S. calls Monday to re- 
design the United Nations 
but said reform must go be- 
yond budget and staff cuts 
to make the organisation 
more responsive to chal-. 
lenges of the modem world. 

During the opening day of 
the annual three-week Ge- 
neral Assembly debate, sev- 
eral speakers indirectly chi- 
ded Washington for with- 
holding payments to the or- 
ganisation to push for re- 
form. 

“We must press on with 
reform,” Norwegian Prime 
Minister Gro Harlem 
Brundtiand said. “But we 
cannot accept m-timidation. 
Withholding legally as- 
sessed contributions 

amounts to just that.” 

Without mentioning the 
United States by name. 
Prime- Minister Julius Chan 
of Papua New Guinea said: 
“Some of the strongest crit- 
icism” of the United Na- 
tions “comes from states 
which are the slowest in 
paying their dues.” 

Washington accounts for 
about half the $2.9 billion 
owed the organisation by 
member states. The Repub- 
lican-controlled Congress 
has withheld payments to 
press for reform. 


Chechen 
separatist 
leader urges 
reconciliation 

MOSCOW (R) — Che- 
cben separatist leader Ze- 
limkhan Yandarbiyev, 
struggling to cement a ; 
shaky peace in his break- ; 
away region, has urged his 
people to show tolerance 
. and to forgive their ene- 
■: naies, ITAR-TASS' news 
.agency said Tuesday. 

However Mr. Yandarbl- 
yev’s postponement of a 
planned visit to Moscow 
and tbe death of six Rus- 
sian soldiers in a landmine 
explosion Tuesday cast a 
shadow over his efforts to 
keep the peace process on 
track and provoked an 
angry Russian reaction. 

“It is practically impossi- 
ble to build up an indepen- 
dent state in Chechenya 
without mutual forgiveness 
and concord,” TASS quot- 
ed Mr. Yandarbiyev as tel- 
ling Chechen Television 
Monday. 

He said Chechens should 
draw confidence from the 
peace deal, clinched with 
the Kremlin's security sup- 
remo Alexander Lebed on 
Aug. 31, return to their 
homes and start preparing 
for winter. 

Under the deal all Che- 
chens who collaborated 
with the pro-Moscow ad- 
ministration in the capital 
Grozny have been am- 
nestied and should not be 
persecuted, Mr. Yandar- 
biyev said. 

However he warned his 
political opponents in the 
mountainous southern re- 
gion that he would deal 
ruthlessly with any at- 
tempts to undermine tbe 
peace accord. 

His words came shortly 
before a landmine killed 
six Russian Interior Minis- 
try soldiers travelling in an 
armoured personnel carrier 
in Dagestan, an ethnically 
mixed Russian region 
neighbouring Chechenya, 

TASS reported. 

Russia reacted swiftly to 
the incident. ‘This is a 
crude provocation, aimed 
at the destabilisation of the 
atmosphere in- the region,” 
the commander of Russian 
forces in Chechenya, Ge- 
neral Vyacheslav Tikhomi- 
rov, told Interfax News 
Agency. 

TASS described the situ- 
ation in Chechenya as 
tough and said one Russian 
soldier had been killed 
there Monday by a sniper. 

Tens of thousands of peo- 
ple have been killed in 
Chechenya since President 
Boris Yeltsin, who is now 
in hospital preparing for 
heart surgery, sent troops 
there in December 1994 to 

quell an independence, bid- 


Brazilian Foreign Minis- 
ter Luiz Felipe Lampreia 
said the United Nations 
must rid itself “of its image 
as a morose and lethargic 
body.” But he added that to 
“stifle the LT.N. little by lit- 
tle by depriving it of the 
means to perform its func- 
tions is no way to secure 
greater administrative effi- 
ciency.” 

President Clinton will 
address the 185-member 
General Assembly Tuesday 
and join leaders of other 
nuclear powers in signing a 
treaty to ban nuclear test 
explosions worldwide. 

During the opening day, 
speakers took the opportu- 
nity to promote their own 
national agendas. Colom- 
bian President Emesto 
Samper proposed a global 
strategy to fight narcotics. 

Mr. Samper, who has been 
accused of financing bis 
1994 election with $6 mil- 
lion in drug contributions, 
appeared after the embar- 
rassing discovery of heroin 
aboard his jet in Bogota. 

Iran’s Foreign Minister 
Ali-Akbar Velayati sharply 
criticised the United States 
for recently enacted laws 
which punish foreign com- 
panies for trading with Iran 
and Cuba. 

Argentina’s Foreign Mi- 


nister Guido Di Telia called 
for talks with Britain over 
the sovereignty of the 
Falkland Islands, which the 
British recaptured from 
Argentina in 19S2. 

Others spoke of the need 
to promote development in 
Africa and protect small 
island states from the 
effects of global warming. 

But the focus is on reform 
and the future of Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali. The 
United States opposes a 
second term for the 73-year- 
old Egyptian. 

The United States has 
pushed for reductions in the 
U.N. budget and personnel. 
But other countries are 
seeking additional reforms, 
including expansion of the 
Security Council from its 
current 15 members to 
include permanent repre- 
sentatives from Asia, Africa 
and Latin America. 

The United States, Nor- 
way and others support ad- 
ding Germany and Japan as 
permanent members. Peru- 
vian Foreign Minister Fran- 
cisco Tudela proposed es- 
tablishment of new social 
and economic councils to 
promote “social stability-.” 

Ms. Brundtiand said Nor- 
way would establish a spe- 
cial fund and contribute $1 
million annually to pay for 


sending diplomats and ex- 
perts to [rouble spots. 

She also called for chan- 
ges in the rate of assessment 
for member states, some- 
thing the United States also 
suppons. Washington pays 
25 per cent of the U.N. bud- 
get — the largest single 
assessment — and has 
asked for a reduction so 
others can shoulder a 
greater burden. 

Linked to the financial 
crisis is the issue of Dr. 
Ghali. The United States is 
threatening to veto his reap- 
pointment when his five- 
year term expires Dec. 31. 

U.S. diplomats have said 
privately that Congress 
would be more willing to 
pay the U.N. bills if Dr. 
Ghali were gone. 

But U.S. Ambassador Ma- 
deleine Albright has failed 
to muster widespread oppo- 
sition to Dr. Ghali, even 
among countries which 
have complained about 
aspects of his performance. 

The Security Council is 
expected to meet after the 
U.S. election to select a 
candidate for ratification by 
the General Assembly. 

Heads of government and 
foreign ministers are ex- 
pected to discuss the issue 
in private talks during the 
debate. 


South African police quell 
ethnic clashes at gold mines 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
South African police fired 
tear gas and rubber bullets 
Tuesday to'quell a new out- 
break of ethnic clashes bet- 
ween gold miners in which 
21 miners have been killed 
in the past three days, a 
spokesman said. 

The .police spokesman 
told reporters three miners 
.from the gold mining area 
around Klerksdorp, 160 ki- 
lometres southwest of Jo- 
hannesburg, were killed in 
fighting overnight between 
members of the Xhosa and 
Sotho tribes. 

He said the toll since 
Saturday midnight stood at 
21 dead and 38 seriously 
injured. In the first clashes 
early Sunday, seven miners 


were killed when assailants 
blew up their homes with 
blasting explosives. 

“This morning the two 
groups attacked each other 
again and police Fired tear 
gas and rubber bullets to 
disperse them. The situation 
is quiet now,” the spokes- 
man said. 

It is not clear - what 
sparked the Klerksdorp 
fighting, but newspapers 
have reported that one 
group of miners had decid- 
ed to avenge a colleague 
who was killed in a fight 
over a woman. 

The clashes have centred 
on the Buffelsfontein Gold 
Mining Company Ltd. 
BFEL.J-, owned by Margi- 
nal Mines specialist Rand- 


gold Exploration Co. Ltd. 
RNGJNJ, which recently 
bought it from Gencor Ltd. 
GMFJJ. 

In July and August about 
30 miners were killed in 
ethnic clashes on four other 
mines, run by gold fields of 
South Africa Ltd. GLDF.J.- 

President Nelson Mandela 
has appointed a judicial 
inquiry into the Fighting. 

Migrant labourers at most 
of the country's mines are 
accommodated in hostels 
segregated by ethnic group. 
Union leaders say the sys- 
tem is a legacy of apartheid 
but mine managers say the 
workers do not want to be 
forced to share housing 
with members of other 
tribes. 


Major ‘furious’ with Clarke on Europe 


LONDON (R) — British 
Prime Minister John Major 
was reported to be furious 
with Finance Minister Ken- 
neth Clarke Tuesday after 
remarks by Mr. Clarke reo- 
pened a chasm over Europe 
that threatens irreparably to 
split the Conservative Party. 

Senior government sour- 
ces were quoted by several 
newspapers as saying Mr. 
Major was “very angry” at 
Mr. Clarke’s overt support 
for a single European cur- 
rency. 

Mr. Major's Downing 
Street office said it had no 
comment on the reports. 
But senior officials stu- 
diously avoided a defence 
of Mr. Clarke's remarks, sa- 
ying only: “The prime min- 
ister has made clear that we 
have a settled policy which 
stands.” 

The government’s official 
policy, which Mr. Major 
instigated to tty and bridge 
the yawning divide between 
pro-Europeans and anti- 
Europeans in his party, is 
that it will decide what is in 
Britain's interests after the 
single currency is launched. 

In an interview during a 
weekend meeting of 
European finance ministers 
in Ireland, Chancellor of the 
Exchequer Mr. Clarke said 


it would be “pathetic" for 
Britain to wait and see how 
a European single currency 
developed before deciding 
whether to join. 

“That would be the worst 
policy of all of the British 
doing their traditional busi- 
ness of not be able to make 
their minds up and then 
joining late,” said Mr. 
Clarke, seen as the most 
likely successor to Mr. Ma- 
jor from the party’s left 
wing. 

Mr. Clarke’s remarks pro- 
voked strong pressure on 
Mr. Major from anti- 
Europeans to ditch Mr. 
Clarke, the most pro-Euro- 
pean member of the cabi- 
net, before an election due 
within eight months. 

Mr. Major negotiated an 
“opt-out" from monetary 
union when negotiating the 
Maastricht Treaty in 1991. 
Anti-Europeans want him 
to rule out entry into a sin- 
gle currency in the life of 
the next Five-year parlia- 
ment and want that pledge 
to be a commitment in the 
election manifesto. 

Getting rid of Mr. Clarke 
would be an extremely 
risky manoeuvre. 

Markets, who see him as a 
“safe pair of bands” and 
praise his careful manage- 


ment of the current eco- 
nomic upturn, would be dis- 
mayed at his sacrifice on 
the altar of political expedi- 
ency. 

Pro-Europeans would be 
outraged. They have begun 
fighting back against oppo- 
nents they fear are dominat- 
ing political debate and 
include senior party figures 
like former Prime Minister 
Edward Heath and a battery 
of former ministers. 

The opposition Labour 
Party is already 20 points 
ahead in opinion polls. 
Conservative strategists are 
worried the European issue 
will dominate their party 
conference in early Octo- 
ber. 

Home Secretary Michael 
Howard, a cabinet member 
hostile to European integra- 
tion, used a BBC interview 
on crime figures Tuesday to 
say government policy was 
unchanged. The opposition, 
he said, was soft on Europe. 

But Mr. Howard height- 
ened speculation over Mr. 
Clarke by carefully side- 
stepping a request to con- 
firm or deny the rift 
between Mr. Clarke and Mr. 
Major, saying only: “1 don't 
think you should believe 
everything you read ir. the 
newspapers.” 


Juppe calls parliament confidence vote 


DEAUVILLE, France (R) 
— French Prime Minister 
Alain Juppe, seeking to 
unite a fractious centre- 
right coalition, said Tues- 
day he would seek a vote of 
confidence in his economic 
policy when parliament re- 
convenes next week after 
the summer recess. 

'To renew the contract 
that unites us for this leg- 
islative period, especially in 
the eyes of the French pub- 
lic, I will seek a confidence 
vote in the National Assem- 
bly after a policy statement 
at the start of the new ses- 
sion.” Mr. Juppe told law- 


makers of the Union for 
French Democracy (UDF) 
junior coalition party. 

The session begins next 
Tuesday. Since the coalition 
holds four-Fifths of the seats 
in the 577-member assem- 
bly, the outcome of the vote 
is a foregone conclusion. 

However Mr. Juppe's tac- 
tic appeared aimed at out- 
flanking critics of austerity 
in his own ranks, led by for- 
mer Gaullist Interior Minis- 
ter Charles Pasqua, a lead- 
ing opponent of a single Eu- 
ropean currency, and out- 
spoken UDF free-marketeer 
Alain Madelin. 


Several coalition politi- 
cians have criticised his 
planned income tax cuts as 
inadequate and sought a 
change in economic priori- 
ties to boost sluggish 
growth and combat record 
12 £ per cent unemploy- 
ment. 

By calling a confidence 
motion, Mr, Juppe is effec- 
tively challenging his critics 
to put up or shut up. 

“Our mortal enemy is 
division and dissenL..The 
antidote to division and dis- 
sent is unity,” he declared. 
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Initiative worth pursuing 


WITH TENSION between Washington and 
Baghdad easing considerably in the past few days 
and the likelihood of a military confrontation 
effectively receding, the Iraqi decision to establish 
a committee to trace some 600 missing Kuwaitis 
could offer a new window of opportunity for bet- 
ter Iraqi-Kuwaiti relations. Kuwait has already 
“welcomed” the Iraqi initiative which promises to 
address an important issue before the United 
Nations would consider lifting permanently the 
sanctions imposed against Iraq in the wake of its 
invasion and occupation of Kuwait in 1990. While 
it is premature to tell whether this belated Iraqi 
move would end up being the much-awaited 
breakthrough in the Kuwaiti-Iraqi bilateral rela- 
tions, it cannot be ignored as an important step 
that could break the stalemate In ties between the 
two countries. 

There is in place a joint Kuwaiti-Iraqi commit- 
tee that meets regularly to discuss the fate of miss- 
ing Kuwaitis and Iraqis but not much has been 
accomplished thus far due to the intransigence of 
Iraq and its refusal to recognise even the exis- 
tence of the problem. Baghdad had repeatedly 
denied any knowledge about the whereabouts of 
the missing Kuwaitis, a stance that had led to fur- 
ther exacerbation of relations between the two 
neighbouring Arab countries. Now it seems Iraq 
is poised to talk business with Kuwait on this 
issue, a development that promises to eventually 
change the political climate in the region. 

Of course more is required of Iraq before its 
rehabilitation can even begin. Above all the Iraqi 
regime's obligations towards its own people 
remain more pressing than its duties towards the 
international community. As long as the Iraqi 
people are denied their basic human and political 
rights, Iraq can never -take its rightful place 
among the comity of nations. End of summary 
executions, torture, denial of freedom of press 
and thought, and denial of fair trial and the right 
to travel is an absolute necessity before the regime 
in Baghdad can regain for the country its inter- 
national and regional statures. 

Making peace with its neighbours is of course a 
complementary step that the regime has to 
embark on starting with Kuwait Many countries 
in the region cannot be expected to normalise 
their ties with Baghdad as long as the Kuwaiti- 
Iraqi contacts are non-existent That is why we 
see a glimmer of hope in the Iraqi decision to 
locate the missing Kuwaitis as it could very well 
usher in a new era in relations between the two 
states. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


IN ITS editorial Tuesday Al Ra'i daily echoed Crown 
Prince Hassan's call on the world community to help 
the United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
i UNRWA j carry out its services to the Palestinian 
refugees in a manner that would preserve their dignity 
and humanity. Stressing that neither the agency's ser- 
vices to the refugees nor the various Arab-IsraeLi agree- 
ments can deny the refugees have the right to repatri- 
ate, the paper stressed that as long as they are deprived 
of their homeland, these unfortunate people are entitled 
to social, health and educational services as provided 
for in the U.N. Security Council resolutions until they 
are reparqated. The paper said that in his address to the 
donor nations meeting. Prince Has>an reaffirmed 
Jordan's commitment to continue helping the 
Palestinian refugees, but he also stressed that the 
refugees are still awaiting the world community's 
assistance to them either to get compensation for their 
lost lands or to be repatriated to Palestine. Provisions 
made in the peace treaties between the Arabs and Israel 
for the refugees problem to be tackled constituted only 
one single step towards addressing their problem and 
serving them justice, stressed the paper. It said that the 
serv ices provided by Jordan and the agency can only 
help reduce the refugees' sufferings, but only when a 
lasting and just solution has been found, can the 
refugees be served justice. 


A WRITER for A l Dust our criticised a decision by 
Trad Al Qadi. a deputy from the northern Badia dis- 
trict. to resign, saying that having run for elections, 
any deputy must remain steadfast and dedicate his time 
and effort to serving his district and the nation at large. 
Citing the deputy’s given reasons for resigning from 
Purl iament which, he said, were prompted by heavy 
pressure by the public in his district requesting his help 
for employment in government offices. Mohammad 
Subeihi said that the deputy should have made it clear 
that he was not elected for such a task but rather to help 
enact laws and monitor the government performance. 
The writer said that Mr. Qadi also cited his opposition 
to the government's actions as being'betaactbis-deci- 
.ion. hut the deputy should have realised that it is the 
Parliament's duty to discuss and also bring about the 
desired change in the government's policies if they fail 
to satisfy the public, added the writer. Stressing that the 
deputy's resignation was unjustified, the writer said 
that if all the opposition deputies resigned from 
Parliament, the government would then have the field 
left totally for itself and the image of democracy in the 
country would be severely damaged. 


Washington Watch 


By Dr. James Zogby 


‘A clean break’ — disturbing outline 


of shape of things that could be 


A DISTURBING yet sig- 
nificant document has 
recently come to my atten- 
tion. Titled “A clean 
break”, it was prepared by 
what is described as “A 
study group on a new 
Israeli strategy towards 
2000" and was published 
earlier this year by the 
Institute for Advanced 
Strategic and Political 
Studies. That institute is 
headquartered in 

Jerusalem, but has also 
opened an office in 
Washington. 

“A clean break” is a strat- 
egy paper that outlines a 
series of policy recommen- 
dations for the new Israeli 
government. The paper 
even suggested specific 
language which Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu should incorpo- 
rate into his speeches dur- 
ing his July visit to the 
United States. 

What makes the docu- 
ment significant is the fact 
that many of the recom- 
mendations proposed and 
even the specific language 
suggested appear to have 
been adopted by Mr. 
Netanyahu. The themes 
and policy proposals found 
in “A clean break" were 
echoed by the Israeli prime 
minister repeatedly during 
his many public addresses 
in Washington. 

What makes this strategy 
paper disturbing, however, 
is the fact that the study 
group leader responsible 
for preparing “A clean 
break” is Richard Perle. a 
former assistant secretary 
of defence in the Reagan 
administration. Perle is cur- 
rently serving as a key fig- 
ure in Republican presiden- 
tial nominee Bob Dole's 
foreign policy brain trust. 
The remainder of the study 
group includes other 
Reagan era officials, who 
have also been identified as 
Dole advisors. 

In its dual capacities as 
advisor to the Republican 
nominee and strategist for 
the Likud prime minister, 
the study group is calling 
for an end to the peace 
process and the beginning 
of a Reagan-style cold war 
campaign in the Middle 
East that wi U establish 
Israeli hegemony, desta- 
bilise the Arab World and. 
in effect, institute a new 
order based on peace by 
conquest. 

In the opening of their 
document, the Perle group 
discusses how the Labour- 
led peace process under- 
mined Israel and led to a 
''strategic paralysis." 

‘‘While there are those 
who will counsel continu- 
ity. Israel has the opportu- 
nity to make a clean break: 
it can forge a peace process 
and strategy based on an 
entirely new intellectual 
foundation. one that 


restores strategic initiative 
and provides the nation 
room to engage every pos- 
sible energy on rebuilding 
Zionism...” 

The elements of the new 
strategy the Perle group 
recommends are contained 
under a number of headings 
which are summarised 
below. 

1. A new approach to 
peace 

The first recommenda- 
tion made in the report is 
for the new prime minister 
to redefine peace and 


emphasise Israeli security 
as essential to peace. This 
section of the report reads: 
“Early adoption of a bold, 
new perspective on peace 
and security is imperative 
for the new prime minister. 
While the previous govern- 
ment, and many abroad, 
may emphasise ‘land for 
peace’ — which placed 
Israel in the position of cul- 
tural, economic, political, 
diplomatic and military 
retreat — the new govern- 
ment can promote Western 
values and traditions. Such 
an approach, which will be 
well-received in the United 
States, includes ‘peace for 
peace', ‘peace through 
strength' and self-reliance: 
the balance of power. 

“...Israel's quest for peace 
emerges from, and does not 
replace, the pursuit of its 
ideals. ...Israel can now 
embrace negotiations, but 
as means, not ends, to pur- 
sue those ideals and 
demonstrate national stead- 
fastness. It can challenge 
police states: enforce com- 
pliance of agreements; and 
insist on mini mal standards 
of accountability.” 

This reference to 
“Western values... which 
'will be well-received in the 
U.S.” and the rhetoric the 
study group advised 
Netanyahu to use are pure 
Reaganisms: “We are the 
good and the just: they are 
Die forces of darkness. We 
can't show weakness or 
compromise, for if we do, 
we betray our values.” 

For Netanyahu’s 

Washington speech, the 
Perle group proposes the 
following language: 

“We have for four years 
pursued peace based on a 
New Middle East. We in 
Israel cannot play inno- 
cents abroad in a world that 
is not innocent Peace 
depends on the- character 
and behaviour of our foes. 
We live in a dangerous 
neighbourhood, with frag- 
ile stares and bitter rival- 
ries. Displaying moral 
ambivalence between the 
effort to build a Jewish 
state and the desire to anni- 
hilate it by trading 'land for 
peace' will not • secure 
‘peace now’. Our claim to 
the land — to which we 
have clung for 2000 years 
— is legitimate and noble. 
It is not within our own 
power, no marter how 
much we concede, to make 
peace unilaterally. Only 
with the unconditional 
acceptance by Arabs of our 
rights, especially in their 
territorial dimension, 
‘peace for peace' is a solid 
basis for the future." 

2. Securing the northern 
border 

Once again replaying the 
Reagan cold war model of 
direct confrontation, the 
Perle group suggests that 
instead of engaging Syria 
in negotiations. Syria 
should be challenged, iso- 
lated and destabilised. 
Towards that end. the 


report notes: 

“Syria challenges Israel 
on Lebanese soil. An effec- 
tive approach and one with 
which Americans can sym- 
pathise. would be if Israel 
seized the strategic initia- 
tive along its nonhem bor- 
ders by engaging 
Hizbollah, Syria and Iran, 
as the principal agents of 
aggression in Lebanon, 
including by:_ 


striking Syria’s drog- 
money and counterfeiting 
infrastructure in 

Lebanon...; parallelling 
Syria’s behaviour by estate 
lishing the precedem that 
Syrian territory is not 
immune to attacks emanat- 
ing from Lebanon by 
Israeli proxy forces; strik- 
ing Syrian military targets 
in Lebanon, and should that 
prove insufficient, striking 
select targets in Syria prop- 
er, Israel can also take this 
opportunity to remind the 
world of the nature of the 
Syrian regime. ... Given the 
nature of the regime in 
Damascus, .it is both natur- 
al and moral that Israel 
abandon the slogan ‘com- 
prehensive peace' and 
move to contain Syria, 
drawing attention to its 
weapons of mass destruc- 
tion programme. and 
rejecting ‘land for peace' 
deals on the Golan 
Heights." 

3. Moving to a traditional 
balance of power situation 
As the U.S. during the 
Reagan era was overcome 
with the euphoria of devel- 
oping costly strategies 
designed to contain and 
disrupt the “evil empire”, 
and the building of 
alliances to project hege- 
mony. the Perle group pro- 
poses that: 

“Israel can shape its 
strategic environment, in 
cooperation with Turkey 
and Jordan, by weakening, 
containing. and even 
rolling back Syria. This 
effort can focus on remov- 
ing Saddam Hussein from 
power in Iraq — an impor- 
tant Israeli strategic objec- 
tive in its own right — as a 
means of foiling Syria’s 
regional ambitions.”. 

To accomplish .‘ these 
goals, the Perle group pro- 
poses grand schemes to 
enmeslf Turkey and Jordan 
in a regional power strug- 
gle that would “redraw the 
map of the Middle East" in 
a way that would “threaten 
Syria’s territorial integri- 

ty" 

To ensnare Jordan, the 
Perle group proposes that 
Netanyahu 

“...visit Jordan as the first 
official state visit, even 
before a visit to the United 
States. ...support King 
Hussein by providing him 
with some tangible security 
measures to protect his 
regime against Syrian sub- 
version: (and) eocourage 

— through influence in the 
U.S. business community 

— investment in Jordan to 
structurally shift Jordan's 
economy away from 
dependence on Iraq...” 

Additionally, they pro- 
pose to “divert Syria's 
attention by using 
Lebanese opposition ele- 
ments to destabilise Syrian 
control of Lebanon" and 
engaging tribal alliances 
through Turkey and Jordan 
that could further desta- 
bilise the Syrian state itself. 

In one of its wilder 
moments, the Perle group 
suggests that: 

“King Hussein may have 
ideas for Israel bringing its 
Lebanon problem under 
control. The predominantly 
Shiite population of south- 
ern Lebanon has been tied 
for centuries to the Shiite 
leadership in Najif. Iraq, 
father than Iran. Were the 
Hashemites to control Iraq, 
they could use their influ- 


ence over Najif to help 
Israel wean the south 
Lebanese Shiite away from 
Hizbollah, Iran and Syria. 
The Shiites retain strong 
ties to the Hashemites: the 
Shiites venerate foremost 
the Prophet's family, the 
direct descendant of which 

— and in whose veins the 

blood of the Prophet flows 

— is King Hussein." 

4. Changing the nature of 
relations with the 
Palestinians 

This section of the report 
begins with the recommen- 
dation that “Israel has a 
chance to forge a new rela- 
tionship between itself and 
the Palestinians.” 

To encourage this, the 
Perle group insists that 
Israel reserve for itself the 
right of “hot pursuit,” i.e., 
the right to enter into 
Palestinian controlled 
areas. They also propose 
that Israel insist on ‘'full 
Palestinian compliance", 
stating that “Israel has no 
obligation under tbe Oslo 
agreements if the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 

(PLO ) does not fulfill its 
obligations” by closing 
down all of its operations in 
Jerusalem and bending to 
other well-known Israeli 
demands. 

Since the report writers 
do not feel that the PLO 
can perform as they 
demand, a replacement 
ought to be found for the 
PLO. “To prepare for this.” 
the report states, “Israel 
may want to cultivate alter- 
natives to Arafat’s base of 
power. Jordan has ideas on 
this.” 

And if this were not 
enough, this section of the 
report includes the recom- 
mendation of a new Israeli 
practice: The .discrediting 
of the Palestinian Authority 
by insisting that it “be held 
to the same minimal stan- 
dards of accountability as 
other recipients of U.S. for- 
eign aid. A firm peace can- 
not tolerate repression and 
injustice. A regime that 
cannot fulfill the most rudi- 
mentary obligations to its 
own people cannot be 
counted upon to fulfill its 
obligations to its neigh- 
bours.” 

In other words. Israel is 
not to be held accountable 
for human rights violations, 
but the Palestinian 
Authority which has been 
forced by the U-S. and 
Israel to “crack down” is to 
be condemned. Like anti- 
Soviet human rights cru- 
sades of the Reagan era. 
their concern is obviously 
not the protection of human 
rights, but the discrediting 
and ultimately replacing of 
the Palestinian Authority. 

5. Forging a new U.S.- 
Israeti relationship 
It is within this area that 
the efforts of the Perle 
group to transpose the 
Reagan cold war mode! on 
Israel and the Middle East 
is most clearly on display. 

To “manage and con- 
strain" U.S. reaction to 
their plan to transform the 
peace process, the Perle 
group recommends that 
Prime Minister Netanyahu 
“formulate policies and 
stress themes he favours in 
language familiar to the 
Americans by tapping into 
themes of American 
administrations during the 
cold war which apply well 
to Israel." 


Instead of operating like 
the Labour government, 
which the writers accuse of 
inviting U.S. intervention 
into Israeli affairs in order 
to overcome domestic 
opposition to “land for 
peace,” they propose that 
the new Israeli government 
“make a clean break from 
the past and establish a new 
vision for the U.S. -Israeli 
partnership based on self- 
reliance, maturity and 
mutuality — not one 
focused narrowly on terri- 
torial disputes. Israel’s new 
strategy — based on a 
shared philosophy of peace 
through strength — reflects 
continuity with Western 
values by stressing that 
Israel is self-reliant, does 
Dot need U.S. troops... and 
can manage its own 
affairs." 

Finally, & la Reagan, the 
report proposes that Mr. 
Netanyahu seek U.S.- 
Israeli cooperation in 
developing a “missile 
defence system” which 
they suggest would not 
only protect Israel but 
would also “broaden 
Israel’s base of support 
among many in tbe United 
States Congress who may 
know little about Israel, but 
care very much about mis- 
sile defence.” 

It is clear that tbe peace 
process is in deep trouble 
today. In fact, it is correct 
to note that the process was 
in a downwards spiral even 
before the new Israeli elec- 
tions. But if the writers of 
“A clean break" are in fact 
influential in shaping 
Israeli and U.S. policy, then 
the election of a Likud gov- 
ernment presents grave 
new dangers not only to the 
peace process but to the 
peace and well-being of the 
entire Arab World. 

It is dear, so far. that at 
least some of the rhetoric 
and strategic thinking of 
this group has been adopted 
by the Netanyahu govern- 
ment. For this group of 
Reagan -era Dole- 

Netanyahu advisors to be 
ultimately successful, their 
U.S. candidate must not 
only win but must person- 
ally adopt their strategic 
thinking as well. It is clear 
that at least as a candidate 
Bob Dole has been heavily 
influenced by the themes of 
the Perle group. In his plat- 
form and his recent 
addresses. Dole spoke of 
"working more closely and 
smoothly with a Netanyahu 
government than a second- 
term Clinton administra- 
tion”, “not preempting 
Israel's sovereign right to 
devise its own national 
security policy", support- 
ing Netanyahu's call for 
“peace through strength." 
and “not pushing Israel to 
give up the Golan 
Heights.” 

The. -question, of course, 
is would President Dole 
follow the same line as can- 
didate Dole; and would the 
group that appears to be 
influential in proposing 
language for his speeches 
and those of Prime Minister 
Netanyahu be brought into 
a Dole administration in 
positions where they would 
be able to make coalescing 
U.S. and Israeli policies 
launch a bitter and destabil- 
ising Middle East cold war. 
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Encounter 
on the highway 


To the Editor: 


I had an encounter with the highway patrol vehi- 
jcle No. 7867 at R:20 p.m. on Sept. 13. 199 at the 
King Hussein Medical Centre traffic lights. 

I was driving on the middle lane on the road 
when 1 observed a police vehicle zigzagging at 
high speed behind me. The highway patrol vehi- 
cle changed lane three times before it passed me 
on the right at a dangerous speed and pulled in 
front of me at the traffic light. The vehicle had no 
siren on nor anything to indicate that it was on a 
law-enforcing trip. 

I thought of all the articles I read in your news- 


paper about drivers’ behaviour on the aiads of 
Amman and the call upon the traffic police to act 
and to improve the safety standards on the roads. 
The highway patrol vehicle 7867 set a very bad 
example. 

While awaiting at the red light, the police offi- 
cer in the vehicle yelled in a rude manner, using 
loudspeakers, at the vehicle in front of him. I 
wondered whether the officer expected the driver 
in front of him to cross the red tight. Once more 
he was setting a bad example, i suddenly under- 
stood why drivers in Amman start honking at me 
when waiting for the green light or at intersec- 
tions. 

Then the police officer yelled at a vehicle that 
belonged to a diplomatic mission in Jordan. I 
thought the police, more than others, would be 
very kind, friendly to and protective of official 
guests of our country. Once more the officer set a 
very bad example. 


I served with the United Nations as an intema- 


. - . ; .* » an interna- 

tional staff in several countries before returning 
to Jordan last winter. I always enjoyed the hospi- 
tality and kind treatment extended to me by peo- 
ple and police when driving in other countries < 
The moment people realised 1 was a guest in theirl 
country, they gave me some leeway because they 
probably thought that I did not know the route 
the traffic light cycle or the driving habits. 

I hear a lot of aggressiveness and rudeness 
directed at expatriate staff in Jordan. I wish mv 
fellow citizens would offer our hospitality to ourl 
guest and courtesy to each other. 1 


Ramzi Rjhani, 
c/o P.O.Box 926967; 
11110, Amman. 
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Road 


modes 


By Ali Kassay 


The rapidly changing 
world of trends is a most 
unpredictable one. What is 
fashionable and highly 
desirable today may 
become totally inappropri- 
ate and unacceptable 
tomorrow, which is a good 
thing, since it keeps one on 
one's toes. However, 
despite its inconsistency, it 
would be wrong to accuse 
the world of being capri- 
cious, since many of these 
changes are often justifi- 
able if one were to consid- 
er the social, economic, or 
sometimes logistical rea- 
sons behind them. This, of 
course applies not only to 
modes of dress and social 
behaviour, but to every 
aspect of our lives. 

Take, merely as an exam- 
ple. road construction. 
When people started to 
build motorcars, and then 
roads on which to drive 
them, it was generally 
believed that roads ought to 
be flat to permit the great- 
est comfort for motorists 
and their passengers. 
Then, when road building 
developed into a fine art, 
planners felt that there 
were areas where an exces- 
sive rate of speed put the 
life and limb of pedestrians 
at risk, so they had road 
bumps built in order to 
induce a more sober rate of 
locomotion. 

These trends ’ were not 
losron Amman) road plan- 
rierstfod builders. But in a 
peculiar leap, we moved 
from bad roads, pock- 
marked with dips and 
craters which developed by 
the natural process of wear 
and tear to road bumps that 
are built deliberately, with- 
out ever having experi- 
enced the state" of good 
roads. It is rather like a 
society that moves directly 
from barbarism to deca- 
dence without passing 
through a stage of civilisa- 
tion. 

Initially, these bumps 
were built around schools 
and hospitals, which was a 
reasonable prospect. You 
must have come across 
them at some point or 
another. I refer to the large 
yellow giant cat's eyes, 
which run across the street 
and which have a life span 
of three months before they 
are uprooted from the 
asphalt in which they are 
embedded. 

Then, somebody got 
smart. He decided to capi- 
talise on the economy of 
scale by importing tonnes 
of cats' eyes, before prices 
had a chance to go up. 
What he did not count on is 
human nature which would 
not leave something alone. 

If you do not have the gad- 
get. you do not miss it; but g 
once you have it, you find 
yourself using it whether 
you need to or not 
Suddenly, bumps started 
appearing at the most 
unlikely places, like a 
intersections and around 
the houses of VIPs. 

So you happen to be 
motoring nonchalantly at 
the regulated speed limit 
when you suddenly notice 
that the car in front of you 
is hot moving. Worse, that 
there is an inexplicable line 
of stationary cars with a 
clear road ahead of it As 
for the occupants of these. . 
houses, I wonder if their 
repose is enhanced by the 
change from the regular 
hum of an engine mindin g 
its own business to die 
screech of breaks, followed 
by two sets of bounces, fol- 
lowed by the hum of the i 
engine proceeding in the ^ 
general direction of away. 

So until this trend follows 
others that have preceded it 
to oblivion, it may be a • 
good idea to buy shares in 
manufacturers of car sus- 
pensions. 
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News/Features 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, September 25, 1996 


UNRWA 
seeks Arab 
contribution 


Portugal displays unique array of Stone Age art 


( Continued from page 1) 
for 1996. 

Spain announced that 
they would substantially 
increase their contribution 
by an amount to be deter- 
mined in the next few 
weeks. 

France announced that 
its regular 1996 contribu- 
tion of about $2.3 million 
would be paid in the com- 
ing weeks. 

Denmark announced a 
$1 million contribution to 
a hospital in Gaza and 
Germany pledged $1.7 

milli on 

In his opening remarks at 
Monday's meeting, Mr. 
Hansen said that the 
IfNRWA's deficit “is too 
big. and the (austerity) 
measures already imposed 
have cut to the bone of the 
agency/' 

He added that there was 
an increasing awareness 
that assistance for Pales- 
tinian refugees was no 
longer only a humanitarian 
issue but also played a 
vital role in the context of 
the Middle East peace 
process. 

Cracks 
appear in 
alliance 

(Continued from page 1) 

Sarhan, which journalists 
said was a pseudonym for 
Uday. was die first to crit- 
icise the KDP since they 
forged a military alliance 
Aug. 31. 

Mr. Barzani. without 
cutting completely with 
Baghdad, travelled to 
Ankara last week to meet 
the assistant U.S. secre- 
tary '.for Near. Extern 
affairs, Robert Pelletre’au, 
and reportedly pledged to 
distance himself from 
Baghdad. 

The director of the U.S. 
Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA). John 
Deutch, said Thursday 
that Mr. Barzani had asked 
for U.S. help to prevent 
him from becoming too 
dependent on President 
Saddam. 

Mr. Barzani said in an 
interview Tuesday with 
the United Arab Emirates 
newspaper Al lttihad that 
the United States had 
betrayed the Kurds in the 
past and that he would 
seek strooger assurances 
of U.S. protection in the 
future. 

He added that he had not 
yet resumed negotiations 
on Kurdish autonomy 
with Baghdad. 

The U.S. and its allies 
imposed a ban on Iraqi 
flights in the north to help 
the KDP and PUK keep 
control of the area after 
they rebelled against 
President Saddam at the 
end of 1991 Gulf war, but 
the two came to blows 
over power sharing. 

The move was hailed 
here as a return to central 
government influence in 
northern Iraq. 


VILA NOVA DE FOZ 
COA. Portugal (R'l — Far 
from the urban bustle, 
down a long, dusty moun- 
tain track in northern Por- 
tugal lies one of the world’s 
largest art displays. 

None of die artists is 
known nor has any 
received a fee or made a 
sale, and their anonymous 
work is scattered over sev- 
eral kilometres of riverside 
rocks. 

On show along the banks 
of Portugal’s river Coa are 
the scratched rock draw- 
ings of stone age hunters 
who inhabited the rolling 
hills and deep river valleys 
more than 10.000 years 
ago. 

Foz Coa. 350 km north- 
east of Lisbon, is regarded 
as the world’s largest open- 
air collection of Palaeolith- 
ic art, with a thousand 
drawings al ready cata- 
logued on 36 rock “can- 
vasses” in one site alone. 

Archaeologists say the 
numbers will multiply as 
investigations intensify in 
the 1 4 sites so far identified 
and extend into fresh areas, 
including some across the 
nearby border with Spain. 

“Many more are going to 
appear when we begin to 
study the rest of the valley 
and other (river) tribu- 
taries.” said archaeology 
Professor Joao Zilhao. who 
heads the research effort. 

The pictorial treasure 
trove featuring horses, cat- 
tle. deer and some animals 
long since extinct was 
nearly lost before its full 
extent had been appreciat- 
ed. 

The Portuguese state 
electricity company EDP 
had planned an hydro-elec- 
tric dam across the River 
Coa that would have turned 
the whole area into a large 
reservoir. 

But the scheme was 
shelved by the new Social- 
ist government in Novem- 
ber last year after archaeol- 
ogists. alerted by initial 
finds. orchestrated an 
international campaign on 
behalf of the rock draw- 
ings. 

Tensions were exacerbat- 
ed by the fact that an 
archaeologist contracted by 


the shops. 

“It is impossible to live 
here in Hebron. We’re on 
the edge of the explosion 
of a new intifada.” said 
one protestor, Mahmoud 
Jabnn, referring to the 
1987-1993 Palestinian 
uprising. 

“Police and settlers are 
working band in band. 
Ever since police closed 
the shops they have 
allowed settlers to go 
inside and use them," 
said Mr. Jabrin, a mem- 
ber of the Human Rights 
Research Foundation in 
Hebron. 


EDP discovered the first 
paintings in 1992 while 
canying out a study, but 
their existence was kept 
secret for more than two 
years. 

The decision to halt work 
on the dam was preceded 
by an highly vitriolic and 
public battle between 
archaeologists and the state 
electricity company which 
at one point sought to 
prove that the drawings 
were not as old as claimed. 

EDP issued extracts of 
studies by four 
international dating experts 
appearing to cast doubt on 
the age of the drawings. 
But two of the experts have 
subsequently said that the 
extracts misinterpreted 
their conclusions. 

Officially, the dam pro- 
ject is only on hold, await- 
ing a definitive report on 
whether the drawings 
belong to the upper Palae- 
olithic period, 10,000- 
30,000 years ago. 

But Prof. Zilhao, who is 
coordinating work on the 
report, says there is 
absolutely no doubt about 
what its conclusions will 
be. 

“(The argument) is all 
over and done with. I do 
not know anybody that 
doubts the age of the draw- 
ings,” he told journalists. 

The government also 
seems to have no doubts 
because it is helping 
finance an archaeological 
park in the area. 

The park is part of a 32- 
bill I ion-escudo ($207 mil- 
lion). three-year develop- 
ment project for the Coa 
area, drawn up speedily to 
compensate local people 
who feared that loss of the 
dam could mean lost jobs. 

Limits on the availability 
of transport and guides will 
restrict the number of visi- 
tors to around 30,000 a 
year — so people will 
probably have to book in 
the peak summer season. 
Prof. Zilhao said.- 1 

Since the park opened its 
doors a couple of weeks 
ago. some 1,500 visitors 
have paid the 500 escudos 
entrance fee and taken the 
bumpy jeep ride down to 
the riverside art show. 


The 450 settlers living 
in Hebron among 
120,000 Palestinians 
claim the market, saying 
it was built on a former 
Jewish neighbourhood. 

Israel was to have with- 
drawn from 80 per cent 
of Hebron six months 
ago to band over control 
to Yasser Arafat's self- 
rule authority, but it 
balked after a series of 
suicide bombings in 
Jerusalem and Tel Aviv 
in February and March. 


Israelis disperse 
protest in Hebron 

(Continued from page I) 


On one such trip, a group 
of journalists was taken to 
a site called Penascosa, one 
of three out of the 14 that 
can currently can be visit- 
ed. 

The site contains some 15 
engravings of differing 
degrees of clarity collected 
on three rock surfaces, with 
the star exhibit being a 
drawing that the archaeolo- 
gists jokingly refer to as the 
“Benetton ad.” 

The picture shows two 
horses mating — a theme 
adopted by the Italian 
clothes firm in its latest 
controversial publicity 
campaign. 

One curious aspect of the 
rock carving is that the 
head of the male horse is 
shown in three different 
positions as if the stone age 
artist was attempting to 
give the impression of 
movement. 

“And we thought animat- 
ed drawing was a 20th cen- 
tury invention,” joked Prof. 
Zilhao, who acted as guide 
on the tour. 

Archaeologists believe 
the explanation for the 
preservation of the art lies 
in the dry climate and the 
resistant schist rock which 
abounds in the area. 

The same rock is also 
responsible for the special 
soils 'on which the port 
grape, used for the coun- 
try's most famous wine, 
flourishes in this part of the 
country. 

For the archaeologists, 
the paintings are far more 
than museum pieces. They 
offer the opportunity to 
seek answers to questions 
about the beliefs and habits 
of stone age man. 

Why were certain rocks 
chosen, with often several 
overlapping drawings 
being done on the same 
surface, when other seem- 
iogjy just as suitable sites 
were ignored? 

“We have a wonderful 
chance to study what they 
considered important, 

whether it be for economic, 
social or religious reasons,” 
said Prof. Zilhao. 



Portuguese archaeologist Joao Paolo Zilhao shows a paleolithic drawing, of two horses mating. The head of the 
male is shown in three different positions in one of the most ancient attempts to give the impression of movement 
(Reuter photo) 


Israel opens tunnel along Al Aqsa wall 


Regent denounces Israeli actions 


(Continued from page 1) 

ministry said. 

A first, attempt to exca- 
vate the new tunnel was 
made in 1986, but was 
halted following a spate of 
demonstrations and com- 
plaints from Arab govern- 
ments. 

The site is a flashpoint 
for Jewisb-Muslm con- 
flict, with radical Jews reg- 
ularly calling for the 
restoration of a Jewish 
temple in the place of the 
mosques. In October 
1990, Israeli border guards 
opened fire on demonstra- 
tors at Al Aqsa, killing at 
least 17 people. 

Deputy Israeli Mayor of 
Jerusalem Shmuel Meir 
praised right-wing Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu for deciding to 
complete the tunnel, which 
other prime ministers had 
resisted, apparently for 
fear of triggering Palestin- 


ian violence. 

The 488-metre tunnel 
runs along the Western 
Wall, the retaining wall 
along the side of the com- 
pound housing the Dome 
of the Rock and Al Aqsa 
Mosque. 

It comes out on the Via 
Dolorosa, the traditional 
route of Jesus' walk before 
his crucifixion, and was 
immediately opened to 
tourists. 

Senior Palestinian nego- 
tiator Saeb Erekat told 
Reuters that policies like 
the opening of the contro- 
versial tunnel “push the 
Palestinians and Israelis 
towards. ..confrontation 
and catastrophe.” 

Arab League Secretary 
General Esmat Abdul 
Meguid warned at a press 
conference “against 
Israel's continued acts of 
provocation against the 
Arabs.” 

The organisation itself 


said it was “following with 
anger the implementation 
of the Israeli occupation 
authorities of its plans to 
Judaise East Jerusalem ... 
and its aggression against 
Al Aqsa Mosque." 

It said the action was “in 
flagrant violation of the 
Geneva conventions (on 
occupied territories ) and 
U.N. Security Council 
resolutions linked to the 
Arab-Israeli conflict.” 

Warning that Israel was 
’’stirring up anger, increas- 
ing tension and running 
the risk of sparking a pop- 
ular confrontation." the 
league called for the U.S.. 
Russian and European 
sponsors of the Middle 
East peace process to 
intervene. 

Israel’s actions are pan 
of efforts "to impose a fait 
accompli and change the 
status quo in Jerusalem/’ it 
said. 


(Continued from page 1) 
its status. 

The Regent said Jordan 
would address “this politi- 
cal crisis that affects the 
Holy City and the life of the 
followers of the three 
monotheistic religions.” 

Jordan will contact the 
Israeli authorities after the 
ongoing Yom Kippur holi- 
day in die Jewish state, he 
added. 

A separate government 
statement also condemned 
the Israeli actions in Arab 
East Jerusalem. 

“As the Jordanian gov- 
ernment condemns these 
measures, which under- 
mine the structure of Al 
Aqsa Mosque, change the 
features of the Holy City 
and harms the feelings of 
Arabs and Muslims, it asks 
the Israeli government to 
adhere to agreements 
signed to achieve a com- 
prehensive and just peace 
in the region.” said the 


statement, also carried by 
Petra. 

“It also emphasises the 
need not to change the sta- 
tus of Jerusalem and not to 
threaten Arab and Islamic 
rights in the Holy City/’ it 
added. 

“The Jordanian govern- 
ment will undertake what 
its duty dictates to preserve 
Arab and Islamic rights in 
Jerusalem,” the statement 
said. It called on all Arab 
and. Islamic countries to 
exert “all possible efforts to 
preserve the Holy City and 
not to harm the Al Aqsa 
Mosque...” 

The statement called on 
the international communi- 
ty, the U.N. General 
Assembly and Security 
Council and the co-spon- 
sors of the peace process to 
"shoulder their moral, 
political and legal responsi- 
bilities to stop these prac- 
tices and ensure that they 
are not repeated in the 
future." 


Kabariti: Opposition should offer solutions 


(Continued from page 1) 

destroying public property, 
officials have said. 

Mr. Kabariti also blamed 
animal feed merchants for 
the campaign against his 
government. 

“Fodder (distribution) 
was full of corruption, he 
said. “Seventy per cent of 
the fodder went to people 
who owned no sheep/ He 
said those merchants used 
to buy fodder from the 
government for Jp 70 a 
tonne and resold it tor JD 
120 a tonne. 

He said those people 
aided bv others had smug- 
gled not only sheep but 
also drugs and weapons 
and had made millions, 
money that is being used to 
finance the campaign 
against the government. 


“Why should the opposi- 
tion then concentrate on 
the negative and forget the 
positive” aspects of lifting 
of the subsidies, the prime 
minister asked. 

He said his decision to 
lift the subsidies was taken 
after thorough diagnosis of 
the problem and considera- 
tion of all available 
options. “The opposition, 
while aware of the magni- 
tude of the problem, failed 
to provide any alterna- 
tives.” he stressed. 

“I have not been willing 
to use sedatives” to cure 
the problem, he said of his 
decision to lift the subsi- 
dies and avert a budget 
deficit of JD 180 million 
this year. “I opted for the 
(right) solution: surgery.” 

Mr. Kabariti challenged 
the opposition to point at 


any other model that would 
be used to cure the coun- 
try’s ills. “Do you want us 
to follow the model of Iran 
where corruption is ram- 
pant? Or Sudan where 64 
people were killed during 
bread riots?” 

On his government's 
fight against corruption 
Mr. Kabariti said the task 
was not easy. “Those who 
cany out corrupt acts do 
not leave behind any mate- 
rial clues,” he said. He said 
that while it was not easy 
to bring corrupt ex-offi- 
cials to the dock, he chal- 
lenged the opposition to 
point the finger at any cor- 
ruption case involving any- 
one in his team. 

Mr. Kabariti said there 
was no going back on the 
lifting of subsidies, but he 
said he expected bread 


prices to go down since 
world prices have fallen 
due to the surplus of wheat 
production this year. He 
said the government’s tim- 
ing for the decision (of lift- 
ing bread subsidies) was 
perfect since the govern- 
ment's compensation of JD 
1.28 to the public was cal- 
culated on the international 
wheat prices which were at 
their highest Jordanians 
will continue to receive the 
same compensation 
regardless whether 

international prices have 
fallen or not 
Addressing the problem 
of unemployment Mr. 
Kabariti observed that the 
problem would not disap- 
pear until Jordanians 
changed work patterns 
especially their preference 
for public sector jobs. 


He said that a sizeable 
number of the unemployed 
could replace foreign 
workers estimated at 
400,000. 

Mr. Kabariti said that 
unemployment and pover- 
ty will maintain their cur- 
rent levels for sometimes 
and that the responsibility 
for finding a solution to 
them was a collective one. 

The prime minister said 
that the Jordanian model 
was the best in the region 
in terms of its attempts to 
cure its ills through democ- 
racy and pluralism and 
through its endeavours to 
maintain good relations 
with all Arab states. 

He said Jordan, com- 
pared with most other Arab 
countries had the best rat- 
ing in strengthening inter- 
Arab relations. 


“Look around you and 
you will see that some 
(Arab) countries are about 
to wage war against each 
other,’’ he said. 

The premier said that 
people pinned a great deal 
of hope on the peace 
process, but that any bene- 
fits resulting from peace 
will not come overnight. 

’Yet the U.S.. for exam- 
ple, wrote off $ 750 mil- 
lion of its debts to Jonian 
and agreed to upgrade the 
Jordanian Armed Forces; 
these are some of the bene- 
fits of peace/' 

“As for Iraq, the situation 
is not normal,” Mr. Kabar- 
iti added. “I don’t under- 
stand how (the opposition) 
wants more freedom and 
democracy in Jordan in 
order to use them to sup- 
port (Arab) regimes that 


build their rule on the 
skulls of their people?" 

“There are theories that 
say politics should be sub- 
ordinate to economy and 
others say economy should 
be subordinate to politcis,” 
he said. 

“In Jordan, however 
many people say politics 
should be in the service of 
the economy as if our rela- 
tions with Iraq are only 
economic.” 

“I wonder, where was the 
Jordanian economy and the 
Jordanian national action 
when Iraq invaded and 
occupied Kuwait?” he 
added. 

Defending his govern- 
ment’s policy towards Iraq, 
Mr. Kabariti said that Jor- 
dan’s interests with Arab 
Gulf countries outweighed 
those with the Iraqi regime. 


“If we should base our 
political decisions on eco- 
nomic interests, then we 
should bear in mind that 
Jordan used to benefit from 
a continuous flow of 
(financial) assistance from 
the Gulf before Iraq invad- 
ed Kuwait and turned it 
into a govemorate. What 
economy and what rela- 
tionship are we talking 
about?" 

On another front Mr. 
Kabariti said Jordan's rela- 
tionship with the Palestin- 
ian National Authority 
(PNA) was a strategic one. 

“We have no alternative 
but to support the PNA,” 
he said. “There is no other 
alternative to peace and 
peace is our strategic 
option/' 



8 Economy 


Syria’s central bank plans 
to adjust pound’s rate 


DAMASCUS (R) — 

Syria’s central bank is plan- 
ning to adjust the rate of the 
pound which has been fixed 
for years at 42 pounds to 
one U.S. dollar, an official 
Syrian newspaper said 
Monday. 

Finanical sources told 
Reuters the move, aimed at 
narrowing the gap with the 
black market rate of 
between 4$ and 50 pounds 
to a dollar, follows an 
unprecedented government 
decision to allow Syrians to 
open accounts in bard cur- 
rency in local banks. 

They said the export com- 
mittee, headed by Prime 
Minister Mahmoud Zu'bi. 
approved a decision this 
week allowing Syrians to 
deposit hard cunency at 
local banks without having 
to be questioned about the 
source of the money. 

According to the deci- 
sion. banks in Syria — 
which are all controlled and 
owned by the state — will 
also give Syrians interest 


for their hard currency 
deposits and freedom to 
withdraw when they want 

The new decision auto- 
matically cancels some arti- 
cles of an old currency law 
which prevents Syrians 
from dealing in hard cur- 
rency and imposes harsh 
penalties on violators. 

Banking sources say 
banks have not yet official- 
ly received directives to 
implement the new mea- 
sure which would certainly 
pave the way for millions of 
dollars deposited by Syri- 
ans abroad to return home. 

Most Syrians now use 
banks in neighbouring 
Lebanon and Jordan to 
deposit their bard currency. 
Some, including Syrian 
expatriates, keep their 
money in international 
banks abroad. 

The Syrian newspaper 
said that the central bank 
was now “seeking to adjust 
the rate of the Syrian pound 
which was fixed for a very 
long time • 


Egypt’s trade figures give 
government some comfort 


CAIRO (R) — Egyptian 
expons of goods other than 
oil rose in March and April 
compared to the first two 
months of the year but they 
failed to match the freak 
levels of early 1995, 
according to trade figures. 

The figures confirmed 
that early 1995 really did 
not mark the start of an 
export boom but the gov- 
ernment can draw some 
comfort from the latest 
gains. 

Expanding non-oil 
exports is an important eco- 
nomic target -as the Egypt- 
ian government sets about 1 
. the task of liberalising trade 
in line with' a draft agree- 
ment it has made with the 
International Monetary 
Fund iTMF). 

Foreign economists say 
the exchange rate for the 
Egyptian pound remains a 
disincentive but Egyptians 
insist they can pulf off the 
export boom mainly by 
removing bureaucratic 
obstacles. The exchange 
rate has hardly changed 
against the U.S. dollar for 


five years ffespite relatively 
high domestic inflation. 

The figures showed that 
non-oil exports in March 
and April were worth 
1 ,402.5 million pounds 
($412 million), compared 
with 938.4 million pounds 
in January and February. 

But for the whole four- 
month period they slumped 
to 2,341 million pounds 
from 3,028 million in the 
same months of 1995. 

Overall exports in the 
January-April period rose 
to 4,427 million pounds 
from 3.608 million last year 
because oil exports more 
than made up for the 
decline in the non-oil sec- 
tor. 

The value of oil exports is 
highly volatile, despite 
steady production, because 
of changes in world prices 
and because some of the 
revenues appear to arrive in 
large instalments. 

Imports continued to rise 
sharply in the four-month 
period, pushing the visible 
trade deficit to record lev- 
els. 


They cost Egypt 12,978 
million pounds, compared 
with 1 1,388 million in the 
period January-April 1995. 
After taking reexports into 
account, that left a deficit of 
9,475 million pounds, 
against 7,710 million in the 
same four months of 1995. 

But the structure of the 
imports could be interpret- 
ed as encouraging for the 
Egyptian economy. 

Consumer imports fell 1 .9 
per cent while imports of 
capital goods and raw 
materials both rose sharply. 

. by 14.6 "per cent and a stag- 
gering 95 ;per cent respec T 
tively. High demand for 
capital goods suggests high 
levels of investment and the 
raw materials should lead 
to higher industrial produc- 
tion. 

The government has said 
it is more interested in 
expanding non-oil exports 
than in cutting the trade 
deficit, which is more than 
covered by receipts from 
remittances, tourism, the 
Suez Canal and other ser- 
vice exports. 


THE Daily Crossword by Gerald R. Ferguson 


ACROSS 
1 Eliza's creator 
5 Home of a 
famous falcon 

10 Hence 

14 Christmas 
travelers 

15 Crazy as — 

16 Fix in place 

17 Don Juan’s 
mother, a la 
B 


18 Frightful 

19 Baseball ploy 

20 Actor/direclor 
Howard 

21 Trains for a bout 
23 Galleys 

25 Owns 

26 Yon maiden fair 

27 Studies 

31 Make use of 
34 Endure 

36 Hawaiian food 

37 Rattened 

41 Bullring cheer 

42 Brandy fruit 

43 Subterfuges 

44 Calmed 

47 Witty remark 

48 — Luis Obispo 

49 Chinese 
restaurant dish 

54 Wranglers 

58 Hit sign 

59 Comic’s pooch 

60 Inventor Howe 

61 Open carriage 

62 Offering at VMI 

63 Balm 

64 Mexican money 

65 Formerfy, once 

66 Barker's speech 

67 God of war 

DOWN 

1 Simper 

2 Red River city 

3 Contract 
negotiator 

4 Gifted one 

5 Kitchen utensil 

6 Northern road 

7 Oceans 
6 Bull: Sp. 

9 No place special 
10 Print in relief 
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11 Chefs 
thickening agent 

12 Disappeared 

13 Table scraps 

21 Storage spot 

22 — relief 

24 Chew the fat 

27 Bert, of ‘Oz" 
fame 

28 Musical piece 

29 Not any 

30 Is in session 

31 Tumults 

32 Reid mouse 

33 Impressed 
mightily 

34 Weil— -(refined) 

35 Right plan info: 
abbr. 

38 Candor 

39 Jockeys’ aids 

40 On the — 
(disagreeing) 

45 Detail 

46 Greek letter 

47 Tidbit 


rnmun □□□a □□□□ 
□UQB auaaa qqdq 

UUDQ □□□□□ QDDQ 
\5UUUUQUUWUUUUU 

QQQ □□□ 

□□□□□□ □□□□ OQQ 
□□□□□ BCH9E2 □HD 
□□□□□□□□qqqoqS 
□EH3Q DDESEI □□□□□ 
saa □□□□ anasEE 
□□□ □□□ 
□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 
□□aa □□□□□ □□□□ 
□□□□ qqqqs □□□□ 
QQQQJQQQ □□□□ 


49 Frank extra 

50 Fling 

51 Wedding 
attendant 

52 Get the lead out 

53 Vacillates 


54 Reactor part 

55 Os mafic 
stimulant 

56 Intelligence 

57 Thunder report 
61 Health farm 
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Middle East development bank unlikely, 
as U.S. Congress refuses funding 


“Such an effort shows the 
(central) bank is still going 
ahead with its plans to min- 
imise the role of the black 
market to cancel it in the 
future," Tishreen said. 

“Adjustment of the rate is 
an indicator of the good 
performance of the finan- 
cial and monetary situation 
in the country and not oth- 
erwise," the paper said. 

It did not say when the 
adjustment would be made 
and gave no details about 
the volume of the adjust- 
ment. 

The pound's rate of 42 to 
a dollar, called encourage- 
ment or the parallel rate, is 
currently applied on over 
SO per cent of dealings in 
Syria. 

There is also an official 
rate of 1 1 .2 pounds to a dol- 
lar which is still being used 
on a very limi ted area and a 
customs rate of 23 pounds 
to a dollar is used to calcu- 
late customs duties. 


From the Jerusalem Post 

U.S. CONGRESS delivered 
a major setback, if not a 
final blow, to the establish- 
ment of a Middle East 
Development Bank last 
week, congressional 
sources said. 

Clinton administration 
officials had hoped that a 
conference meeting on the 
foreign aid budget for next 
year, involving leaders of 
the Senate and House of 
Representatives, would 
insert either an appropria- 
tion or a symbolic authori- 
sation to support the estab- 
lishment of the bank. 

However, these sources 
said an effort to approve 
any authorisation failed at a 
meeting last Wednesday. 
While an authorisation was 


proposed by Sen. Frank 
Lautenberg (Democrat- 
New Jersey), it was rejected 
by two key players in the 
foreign aid budgeting 
process. Sen. Mitch 
McConnell (Republican- 
Kentucky) and Cong. 
Sonny Callahan (Repubh- 
can-Alabama). 

Prune Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu was originally 
cool to the idea of the bank 
and only made a push for it 
during his July visit to 
Washington, but it appears 
this was not sufficient 
The establishment of the 
bank was the centrepiece of 
the U.S.-backed Amman 
economic conference last 
fall and was at the heart of 
former Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres's vision of a 
“New Middle East" 

It remains unclear if this 


will affect die upcoming 
Middle East economic 
summit scheduled for Cairo 
in November, especially as 
the Egyptian capital was 
supposed to host the bank. 

Neither the House of Rep- 
resentatives nor Senate for- 
eign aid legislation includ- 
ed funding for the bank in 
its estimated $ 1 2 billion 

foreign aid bill. 

The U.S. had originally 
agreed to provide more than 
$260 million, or 21 per 
cent, of the bank's start-up 
capita] over five years. The 
bank was to finance infra- 
structure projects in Egypt. 
Jordan, Israel and the Pales- 
tinian autonomous areas. 

When Labour was in 
power, Mr. Peres lobbied 
strenuously on behalf of the 
bank, and by getting Arab 
countries to endorse the 


notion, convinced the Clin- 
ton administration to sup- 
port the endeavour. As a 
symbolic gesture Clinton 
administration officials reg- 
istered the non-existent 
b ank at the U.N. earlier this 
month. 

Republicans in Congress 
have been generally scepti- 
cal of regional development 
banks, and slashed U.S. 
support for other such 
regional banks for the next 
fiscal year. 

Without American fund- 
ing. there is little chance the 
hank will be established. 
The bank was opposed by 
leading countries in 
Europe, which insisted 
Middle East projects could 
be funded by existing finan- 
cial institutions such as the 
European Investment Bank. 


Arab energy demand to rise 
3 1 per cent in 2000 — study 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Energy consumption in 
Arab oil-producing states 
will increase by about 31 
per cent in 2000 and the 
bulk Of the growth is pro- 
jected in the Gulf, an offi- 
cial report has showed. 

Consumption of crude oil, 
gas and other energy 
sources in the 10-nation 
Organisation of Arab Petro- 
leum Exporting Countries 
(OAPEC) is forecast to rise 
to 6.47 million barrels per 
day (bpdl in 2000 from 
4.93 milli on bpd in 1995, 
OAPEC said in a study on 
energy demand and sup- 
plies in its members. 

Consumption in Saudi 


Arabia, the world’s top oil 
producer and exporter, will 
surge to 1.97 million bpd 
from 1.47 million in 1995 
while it will grow to 

640.000 bpd frpm 470,000 
bpd in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) and to 

285.000 from -250,000 bpd 
in Kuwait. 

In Egypt, the most popu- 
lous Arab ■ countries, 
demand will - climb to 

805.000 bpd from 692,000 
bpd while in Iraq it will 
soar to 855,000 bpd from 

540.000 bpd. The report 
also forecast steady 
increases in the other mem- 
bers — Bahrain, Algeria, 
Syria. Qatar and Libya. 


' A breakdown showed 
demand for crude oil in the 
organisation will rise to 
about 3.33 million bpd 
from 2.71 million bpd 
while gas consumption will 
increase to 2.92 million 
equivalent barrels per day 
(bpd) from 2.06 million 
bpd. Growth was also pre- 
dicted in power and coal 
consumption. 

All the oil and gas con- 
sumption in the Arab region 
is met through local pro- 
duction as it sits atop 60 per 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, lo form 
lour ordinary words. 


-WALOG 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glaebergen 
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tiMTan MM Smew, me 
ufttfaReunM 


Tm the Tooth Fairy. I should have 
been here long ago, but I was stuck 
in my doctor’s waiting room forever!” 


KORJE 


SILAAS 


TEPPIC 


Print answer here : 


cent of the world's total 
proven crude reserves of 
about one trillion barrels 
and one fifth of the global 
gas reserves of nearly 140 
trillion cubic metres (4,666 
trillion cubic feet). 

In the 22-member Arab 
League as a whole, energy 
demand is set to grow to 
7.17 million bpd in 2000 
from 5.53 million bpd in 
1995, the report showed. 

Consumption of crude oil 
will reach 3.9 million bpd 
from 3.2 million bpd. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold end Make Arg irion 


^ — . > He’s gonna 

J ■ \ hit someone >p_i 


A RECKLE^6> 
PRIVEE eeu?OM 
THIS. 


Now arrange the circled letters lo 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterdays I Jumblas: NOOSE GRAVE UNPAID UNFAIR 

I Answer The tardy hack siar tried to give his coach 
this — THE RUN AROUND 



Andy Capp 



Mutt’n’Jeff 




HOROSCOfi 
FORECAST 

WEDNESDAY 
TEMBER 25, 1996 

By Thomas S.- Pierson} 
Astrologer, Cartel ‘ 
Righter Foimdatien 

ARIES: (March 21. » 
April 19) By using a^tfjfer. 
ent attitude today yaurcaa 
easily get out of some debt' 
to another. Get the 
tion cleared up later ft®- 
evening so that you- can'] 
gain the respect of some-! 
one in authority and inaife i 
great success in the days 
ahead. ’ 

TAURUS: (April 20 to.; 
May 21) During the day- , 
time today you can bettor 
comprehend how "yoor 
close friends operate and 
team from them. Later this, 
evening you will be able to 
complete new career activ- 
ities which can be impor- 
tant to vour prosperity. V 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Do whatever wiR 
bring more understanding 
today between loved ones 
and outsiders so That there j 
won't be any misunder- 
standings. Later this' 
evening handle public nat- 
ters well and you can gain 
the success which you 
desire. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) .Look 
to a good friend for ideas 
today which can help yon 
to produce more in the 
days . ahead. Later fids 
evening will be quite bene- 
ficial if you can consult 
with a knowledgeable. per- 
son and gain the insightfer 
your career activities. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 
21 ) Monetary matters 
would be wise to handle 
today, however. get advice : 
first so that there won'Lhe 
any differences present 
Have a nice evening 
tonight with your mate and 
have a wonderful time 
together and be quite affec- j 
donate. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to; 
September 22) Listen to 
tile views of a superior 1 
today before you come to- 
:5S $ i agreement . .on- an^M 
Career activities which you 
are presently involved in; 
The evening tonight look 
fine for fun so get away 
with close friends! 

LIBRA: i September 23 to 
October 22) You can 
improve a personal rela- 
tionship this evening with 
the assistance of a knowl- 
edgeable person. Fust you 
should improve things; 
with fellow associates so 
that your labour efforts 
will run quite smoothly in 
the days ahead. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 2D Although 
business and property, 
affairs have you preqeep-. 
pied today, take time ^ 
plan recreations ..fc^/the 
days ahead. Laier "this 
evening will be .good for' 
you to seek the achrice of 
those in authority and .fol- 
low what is said. . 
SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 22 to Decepl- 
ber 2 1 ) Get business 
ests handled today eVes 
though you are more copf, 
cemed with personal flat- 
ters. Later tonight yoscaa 
meet with fellow assoqK 
ates and devise a meti#xF 
of operation for yqtt\fo ; 
complete a new ‘ 

CAPRICORN: (Dkm- 
ber 22 to January 20).^ 
to incorporate rieariiifca^ t 
today into your daily xpu-f 
tines with fee assistances 
influential people 
: have fee fcnowfedj^ 
vour success. Later ijpa- 1 
evening you can gain.'ip£ 
advice of a bigwig samf: 
make your can^.aetittte£ 
quite successful 

AQUARIUS: (Ja taixm'; 
to February 19) 
person will help yoqiodajf; 
to aid a dose 
comes to you for ';ass|^ 
fence' concerning' 
activities. Business 
ates are helpful latav$a§ 
evening concermng : ^^ 
advancement ia 
ahead. 1 ■ \ 

PISCES: 

good today,, so 
tile business: 
accomplish . as 
you can and 
recognition of 
authority.. 

evening wifi beqfetewsp' 
ficial to your L 

Birthstbne of Septe^^ 
Sapphire- v $ 88 § • 
Lazuli. ‘ . • vSleE ' 
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Business & Finance 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, September 25, 1996 


Hoteliers reject claims of real growth in tourism sector 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN * — Hoteliers 
acknowledged with little 
enthusiasm the encouraging 
figures recently released by 
the Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities and strongly 
rejected claims that the 
tourism sector is undergoing 


areal growth. 

Though an increase of 6.5 
per cent in the total number 
of visitors from abroad has 
been registered in the first 
eight months of 1996. the 
general managers of five and 
four-star hotels throughout 
the country complained of a 
dramatic drop in profits. 

While jusr a few days ago 


Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Saleh Irsheidat 
was telling the Jordan Times 
that 1995. with more than 
1.073.000 tourists, “marked 
a great moment for Jordan's 
tourism industry," many 
hoteliers expressed dissatis- 
faction and pess imis m about 
the future. 

“The. occupancy rate has 


not reached up to 10 per cent 
this year, and in many cases 
prices had to be reduced by 
50 per cent/’ said the gener- 
al manager of the five-star 
Regency Palace. Sami 
Sawalha. 

‘The promises made at the 
1995 Amman MENA (Mid- 
dle East and North Africa) 
economic summit have not 


been kept, real peace in the 
region has not been achieved, 
and since May we have been 
overwhelmed by cancella- 
tions." Ml Sawalha said. 

The difference between the 
ministry]* satisfactory review 
and optimistic forecast about 
tourism's upward trend and 
the hoteliers’ discouragement 
can be easily explained: “The 


ministry counts die number 
of people who cross the bor- 
ders, we count the money 
they spend," Mr. Sawalha 
declared 

According to many hote- 
liers, though the number of 
tourists coming from Israel 
and the Gulf increased, the 
drop in the number of 
tourists coming from Europe 


and the U.S. resulted in an 
unprecedented decline in 
profits. 

“People coming from the 
Gulf stay with relatives or 
have their own flats in 
Amman, and very rarely visit 
Jordan's tourist sites such as 
Petra or Jerash," Mr. Sawalha 
noted, estimating the 
decrease in the number of 
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European tourists at 50 per 
cent. 

According to Naet Kawar, 
general manager at the four- 
star Petra Forum. 'The 
reduction in the number of 
European tourists, our 
biggest market, has been 
around 60 per cent this year." 

“This is the worst year 
since the Gulf War, and we 
have already reduced our 
prices by $20 per person,” 
Mr. Kawar continued. 

His views are shared by 
Robert Firz, general manager 
of the five-star Movenpick in 
Petra, who indicated that the 
negative trend has not spared 
Jordan's major tourism 
attraction, supposedly one of 
the areas to benefit more 
immediately from the peace 
process. 

The brand new JDI2 mil- 
lion hotel logged an occu- 
pancy rate of only 1 2 per cent 
since first opening its doors, 
Mr. Firz told the Jordan 
Times. 

“The disorders in Karak 
and the consequent bad pub- 
licity for the country greatly 
harmed the business," Mr. 
Firz said, "and we received 
more than 1.500 cancella- 
tions,’' from the time the 
hotel opened, last April. 

“The businessmen from the 
Gulf who have to finalise a 
contract come to Jordan 
despite the events in Iraq or 
Karak. but the Italian or Eng- 
lish families who want to 
enjoy their holidays and rep- 
resent the real source of prof- 
it for tour operators change 
their plans," Mr. Firz noted. 

Looking at the investors 
who have just started or are 
in the process of starting the 
construction of new hotels, 
they are trying not to despair. 

“We know that this is a 
veiy difficult period, but we 
believe that, sooner or later,, 
die peace process will bear 
its fruits and the area will 
catch up," said Mohammad 
Jaber, member of die board 
of directors of Dawliyah 
group, currently involved in 
the construction' of two new 
hotels in Amni^an: a JD30 
million Sheraton and a JD22 
million Hilton. 

The fact that more than 30 
borels are currently under 
construction in Jordan shows 
that the private sector is very 
much involved in the tourism 
sector growth," Dr. Irsheidat 
told the Jordan Tunes Satur- 
day. 



A review of news from the Arabic press 


Clearing companies blast 
government decision to engage foreign 
firms to inspect imports 

** THE ASSOCIATION of Clearing Companies sees no 
need for engaging foreign companies to inspect Jordanian 
imports before shipments in order to simplify and shorten 
customs procedures upon the arrival of the goods to the 
Kingdom. Ur an official memorandum to the minister of 
finance and the chambers of industry and trade, the associ- 
ation described the inspection as “giving control over our 
imports to a foreign authority which will dictate its charges 
and govern the Jordanian traders." 

The memorandum stressed that the national and safer 
solution is possible without additional cost by only putting 
an end to the moods of some employees at the Customs 
Department. This is the most simple solution, least expen- 
~ sive and most valuable to protect our national dignity" die 
memorandum emphasised. 

The association pointed out that the best course from all 
aspects was to have one employee handle a single customs 
statement and to give all employees training courses lor 
inspection, evaluation and classification in addition to me 
o rganisati on of the whole operations. Noting that similar 
examples are under implementation at the Amman Customs 
and Airport Customs, the association demanded the cancel- 
lation of the principle of fines and violations as long as the 
goods are under the custody of the customs authority and 
the money can be collected immediately and beforehand- 
ms the goods to the importers. . 

According to the memorandum, similar experiments were 
taken at neighbouring countries where modem and 
advanced methods for inspection ol goods have ensured 

smwth customs procedures within few houre. . ■ 

The memorandum specified the teal hindrance for quick 
processing as ‘The hidden aim to dig into things and impose 
foies." If this obstacle is removed and if new. modem md 
technical methods are made available in addition to suffi- 
cient- number of trained employees 
dans then there wiH be no need for obtaining a cemtiuae.- 
from a foreign inspector, the association po^ouL 
The association said thar by engaging a foreign tympany. 


floods" The memorandum auucu u»». - — . 

companies are more eligible for and entitled money 
andtiteassociation is ready to cooperate m this maner- 
The association concluded by pomtmg out to ti^pne 
per cent charge on tbe shipment that will be paid to foe 
insnectiofl companies will cause unnecessary 
S^oostTSt win ultimately has to be paid by the 
consumer (Al Aswaq). 
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DAJANI 

JEWELLERS 


Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . 


Amra Hotel Shop? 
6th circle, Amman 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - .810609 
Fax: 810520 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality] is 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 


JUMMO photo 
30% Invar 


• Pram mnlarpm- 

20 x 30 cm 


Shmetwra— . Opp. GrindUys 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh id: 823891 




IVE SEND 
< FLOWERS 
WORLD WIDE 


( lnterflora Membership J 
* Fresh & Dry Flowers 
Production Sc Designe 


Salma Inter Flowers 


j Urn Uthainah 
Madina M. Street 

TsitfK : ( 811395 1 



V 

FOR 

\ 

c 

sRENT 

L 

\ FLATS 

A 

\VILLAS 

N 

1 

\. 

N 

G 

SERVICES\ 


BYBLOS 

1 829882-829883 1 



Abdoun - Tel: 819564 
Mobil Phone - (079) 29339 


BIBI 

BOUTIQUE 

The best of N.Y. 
wedding gowns & 
designer wear for all 
occasions. 
Tahari 
Ellen Tracy 
Christian Dior USA 
And much more at 
reduced prices 

Tel: 856-988 

Next to Amra Hotel 




E A L E 5 TATE 


FOR 
I RENT 

| ^ rieluxt' Villas 
Appi-tf! ;iic:ni.s 

■ ,'i Ar IT' v if i 


For details please oall 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 



THE IDEAL ADDRESS 
FOR EMBASSIES, 
EXPATRIATES & FAMILIES 

S/A'CFSMS 


SPEC AL PRICES 
.FOR LONGTERM -STAY 


- ABDOUN - 

TEL. S10150, FAX 827113 


Sottftd & Satodd 


OPEN DAILY FROM 
10A.M- 1A.M 
Tel. 857199 
Fax 898537 

TTmm Uthaina 
behiad San Rock 
Hotel 




CROWn MOTEL 
OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING 


•TENNIS COURT 



HEALTH CLUB 


* sauna & Jacuzzi) 


Tel: 758180 
Radio & tv station RD. 


DOLLAR 


BENT* CAM 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 
Tel 693399 



FOR YOUR 




VE 


ADTORENTAL 

What Kind of 
Car Do You 
Need Today ? 


"Earnin'! (he ri"Ut to serve you, 
I'. tic h and ovary tune. 


Call 858874 / 5 


ALHASSAN COMMERCIAL CENTER 



QJftcearfor jflntln i 

Areas 120,250;! 

Partitioned & open space offices .Excdfent finishing ' 
immediate delivery . Rates to be determined after inspection 

Wadi Saqra Street Tel. 632643 ~ 




Leonardo da Yinci 

Authentic Italian Cuisine 
Established 1977 
i: Minch: 12£Q».3:30 

Ttf ' 

fancial 
Shmeisani 
Tel.: 662441 / 606281 
Free Vallet Parking 
Reservation Required 



\£<z foat€oa&* 

Re&iatt/icuit 

Teppanyaki 
'Jumi 
[ shi 


.81 2997.-3 141.1 8- 
5t. Daoud Center 


l. ' 








Sports 


Jordan limes, Wednesday, September 25 , 1996 


Marino injury puts future in doubt JOC committee close-mouthed on 


MIAMI (AFP) — Miami 
quarterback Dan Marino's 
future was in doubt after he 
severely sprained his right 
ankle on Monday as his 
team lost 10-6 ar 
Indianapolis. 

Marino. 35. limped off 
the field after Miami's first 
possession, saying he 
Twisted his foot without 
being hit. X-rays' showed 

no broken bones. “Right 
now I feel pretty bad." 
Marino said. 

The Dolphins have next 
weekend off before playing 
Seattle on October 6. 

Veteran Bemie Kosar 
replaced Marino and com- 
pleted 15-of-22 passes for 
122 yards, but the Colts 
won the battle of unbeat- 
ens. Jim Harbaugh guided 
Indianapolis on a 97-yard 
touchdown march, the 
longest drive in the 
National Football League 
this season, lasting 16 
plays and almost eight min- 
utes. 

The Colts (4-0) are off to 
their best start since 1977 
after handing ex-Dallas 
coach Jimmy Johnson his 
first defeat as Miami's 
coach. 

For the first time this sea- 
son , Miami was unable to 
establish a running game. 
The Dolphins managed just 
2S yards after averaging 
156 yards a game. Rookie 
rusher Karim Abdul-Jabbar 
managed only I S yards on 
nine rushes. 

The Colts played without 
running back Marshall 
Faulk, who sat out his sec- 
ond straight game with a 
sprained foot. 
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Miami Dolphins’ quarterback Dan Marino signals to the sideline during the first 
quarter of the Football game against the Indianapolis Colts . Marino bowed out due 
to a sprained right ankle late in the first quarter of the game (Reuters photo) 


INVITATION TO AN 
£ INTERNATIONAL TENDER 

1. Mutah University invite specialized and experienced 
international companies to submit their bids to the 
lender for the integrated project 9 A Modern 
Computer Center at Mutah University" involving 
the supply, erection, start-up. technical assistance. 
maintenance and training to trainers to handel the 
equipment. 

2. Bidders should submit a financial offer to the best 
terms and conditions available in their countries. 
This financial offer should be a loan for fully 
financing the integrated project and available at 
present to the Government of Jordan including the 
detailed financing conditions, such as: 

- Low. interest rate - grace period 

- semi, annual reimbursement. 

3. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further 
information and collect the Bidding Documents at 
the Liaison Office of Mu’tah University located on 
Samir Rifai St.-Jabal Amman between 9:00 a.m to 
1:00 p.m Saturday through Thursday beginning 
September 23. 1996 to October 7, 1996. 

4. Bidders may offer more updated version of the 
specific component and equipment called for. 

5. Prices are to be quoted on the basis CIF Mu'tah 
University excluding custom duties and other 
official taxes And charges . but including 12 month 
on site warranty and installation. 

6. Specifications should be according to specifications 
stated in the project document which will be handed 
to the bidders. 

7. The offer will.be evaluated technically and financially 
according to our specification and requirement. 
Contract will be awarded to the best evaluated 
bidders who would prove capable to carry out the 
requirements of the contract to be signed. 

8. A complete set of the Bidding Document may be 
obtained from above reference office upon submis- 
sion of a written application and a payment of a 
non-re fundable fee. All payments will be made by a 
bank draft or certified bank check in the currency ■ 
of the purchaser's choice or in cash made out in 
favour of Mu'tah University. The price of 

- purchasing the documents would be the equivalent 
in Jordanian Dinars or USS currency of the 
following amounts: 

* For delivery to personal callers S 400.000 per bid 
document. 

* For delivery by local mail to local Bidders by 
courier Service 5 450.0Q(t per bid document. 

* For delivery to Overseas Bidders by courier 
Service 5 550.000 for bid document. 

Closing date for the bid Submission will be noon at 12 

o'clock, on Oct 30 1996. Bids shall have a validity of 

60 days. 

Mu’tah University 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Nigerian flyer fit for Grasshoppers 

AMSTERDAM (AFP) — - Nigerian winger TIjani 
Babatogida^was passed fit to play for Ajax against 
Grasshoppers Zurich here on Wednesday in the 
Champions' League. But coach Louis Van Goal said 
Menno Willems would replace Winston Bogarde if the 
defender failed to respond to treatment for a bruised foot 
Ajax, the 1995 European Cup Winners, welcome back for- 
mer Dutch captain Danny Blind but forwards Patrick 
KJuivert and Richard Witschge, signed from Bordeaux in 
the summer, have long-term injuries. 

London runners raise millions 

LONDON (AFP) — Marathon runners have shown tJhati 
the streets of London really 'are paved with gold. They 
raised between 10-1 1 million pounds for hundreds of char- 
ities in this year’s race, according to a survey. It showed 
that around ’65 per cent of the 27.000 competitors were 
pounding out the miles for good causes. Organisers, who 
commissioned the survey, say the results exceeded all 
expectations. “We have always known that it raises large 
sums for charity." said chief executive Nick Bitel. “But 
these statistics have surprised us all. It gives us a great 
pleasure to see the race making such an impact for so 
many worthy causes." Some charities are now looking 
beyond London and sending runners to marathons in New 
York. Boston and Berlin to raise more money. 


Thorstvedt retires with back injury 

OSLO (R) — Top Norwegian goalkeeper Erik Thorstvedt, 
33. has decided to retire after being out of the game for six 
months with a back injury, the daily Verdens Gang (VG) 
said on Tuesday. “Now 1 have finally decided to retire I 
feel relieved. I had hoped ro come back, but when I had to 
I question whether I could get 10 the end of a single training 
session, I knew it was over," Thorstvedt told VG. “Maybe 
my back would have held out, but I risk other injuries if I 
continue to play." Thorstvedt won 97 caps for Norway. His 
club career took him to Borussia Moenchengladbach, 
Gothenburg and the English Premier League with 
Tottenham. 


Wimbledon beats Southampton 

LONDON (AP) — Efan Ekoku scored two goals as 
Wimbledon extended its Premier League winning streak to 
four games with a 3- 1 home victory Monday night over 
winless Southampton. After Marcus Gayle put the dons 
ahead in the 12th minute at Selburt Park, Ekoku made it 2- 
0 in the 39th and added the third in the 72nd. Only 
Matthew Oakley's 77th minure goal gave Southampton 
some consolation. Wimbledon, which was in last place 
with zero points alter three games in August, jumped to 
sixth place with 12 points. Southampton remained next-lo- 
last with two points. 


Stockholm’s chances for 2004 Games 


STOCKHOLM, Sweden (AP) — At the end of a three- 
day visit to inspect Stockholm’s bid for the 2004 
Olympics, the search committee's chairman on Monday 
gave a cheerful but noncommittal assessment of the city’s 
chances. 

“The atmosphere was very friendly and open," Thomas 
Bach told a news conference after cautioning that he 
would speak only in generalities in order not to prejudice 
other cities' bids. 

Stockholm was the committee's second stop — after Sl 
P etersburg, Russia — ■ on its worldwide tour to 1 1 cities 
seeking the Games. The next city on the itinerary is Lille, 
France. 

The inspection tour is to end Dec. 1 1 in Cape Town. 
South Africa. The committee will present its findings to 
the International Olympic Committee’s selection group, 
which will pare the list to four or five .candidates in 
March. 

The clean and orderly Swedish capital, with an exten- 
sive and well-organised public transit system, is widely 
seen as one of the top contenders, especially in light of 
the complaints about poor security and orgaisational 
fou hips at this summer's Olympics in Atlanta. 

Factors potentially working against Stockholm’s bid 
include plans to hold some events in Goteborg. 
Helsingborg and Malmoe — some 500 kilometres (300 
miles) away — and Sweden’s high prices. 

"The audience can spend only so much," Stockholm bid 


committee chairman Olof Stenhammar acknowledged at 
the news conference. He said the committee has reached 
agreement with most of the city’s hotels to keep the price 
of rooms at 1996 levels if Stockholm hosts the Games. 

The bid committee’s promotional material focuses 
heavilv on Stockholm's environmental record, showing 
photos' of the city’s clean lakes and men fishing for 
salmon outside the parliament building in the city’s cen- 

^ S ome environmentalists believe the Olympics 
would sully the city. 

Bach noted that rhe Swedish bid committee arranged 
for the 15-member inspection team to meet “demonstra- 
tors and people of different opinions,” including environ- 
mentalists, but would not give an assessment of their con- 

,f We are an evaluation committee ( for the Olympics) — 
nothing more, no thin g less.’ ne said- 

Stenhammar also noted there has been local opposition 
to the Olympic bid, but said the economic effects of the 
Games would be “very positive for any society, any coun- 
try. We have to start getting this information out" 

Other cities bidding for the Olympics are Athens. 
Greece, Buenos Aires. Argentina; Istanbul. Turkey; Rio 
de Janeiro. Brazil; Rome; San Juan. Puerto Rico; Seville, 
Spain. 

The winner is to be announced in September 1997. 


Super Bowl champs struggling to get act together 


IRVING, Texas (AP) — 
Troy Aikman has experi- 
enced the good, the bad and 
the ugly Dallas Cowboys 
football. 

He has been on a team that 
won just one game and 
quarterbacked three Super 
Bowl champions. 

So, he’s not ready to 
declare the defending Super 
Bowl champions dead and 
buried. But he doesn't like 
the trend he has seen devel- 
oping in the first quarter of 
the National Football 
League season. 

“’Hiis team is still hungry 
to win." Aikman said on 
Monday. "We've faced a lot 
of adversity over the years 
and we have to fight 
through adversity again. But 
I can tell you this, we des- 
perately need a win. If we 
don’t get one soon, we can 
pack it in." -- j 

Aikman was limping 
around the locker room with 
a sprained ankle Monday, 
courtesy of the Buffalo pass 
rush in Sunday’s 10-7 loss 
that dumped the Cowboys 
to a 1-3 record. No team has 
ever rallied from a 1-3 start 
and won a Super Bowl. 

Aikman. who said the 
bum ankle won't keep him 
from playing next Monday 
night in Philadelphia, was 
puzzled by the Cowboys’ 
poor play, particularly on 
offense. He bad three inter- 
ceptions. 

“1 can’t answer the ques- 
tion why we can't run the 


football." Aikan said. “But 
it all comes down to execu- 
tion. The offensive line is 
facing a lot of stunts and 
twists up front For some 
reason the offensive line is 
struggling. We're all strug- 
gling." 

Emmitt Smith has aver- 
aged only 3.3 yards per rush 
and scored just two touch- 
downs. He got only 1 .7 
yards per attempt against 
Buffalo and suffered 
bruised ribs. Smith, a four- 
rime rushing champion who 
got only 25 yards against 
the Bills, won’t miss any 
playing rime. 

At a nearby locker. Smith 
was jusr shaking his head. 

"We’re not doing a lot of 
little thihgs that we've done 
in the past." Smith said. 
"We just have to get back to 
the ; „ basics. , , Whatever 
changes- we make, we have 
to get them done quickly." 

Smith said; “It feels like 
we haven't played good 
football in 10 months. To 
start 1-3 is just horrible. I 
know I still have the desire 
to win. I feel ray teammates 
do. I guess I don't know the 
real reason for our start. 
Things are just not happen- 
ing our way.” 

Then Smith added, “in the 
seven years I've been a 
Dallas Cowboy. I’ve never 
felt anything like this.” 

Smith said he didn't think 
the Cowboys needed a 
wakeup call, but they sure 
do have a big one. 


“Everybody is going to 
say we're washed up." 
Smith said. “Until we get 
this thing turned around, it 
sure looks that way." 

One thing is clear: The 
Cowboys don't scare any- 
body. 

Offensive lineman Nate 
Netwon said, “we used to 
have the intimidation factor. 
We’re not intimidating any- 
body anymore." 

Falcons’ quarter- 
back suspended 

Atlanta Falcons starring 
quarterback Jeff George 
was suspended on Monday 
for this conduct detrimental 
to the team after engaging 
in a heated argument with 
head coach June Jones. 

George was benched with 
5:41 left in the third quarter 
of Sunday night's 33-18 
home loss to Philadelphia 
after throwing his second 
interception of the game. 
The Georgia Dome crowd 
cheered as Bobby Hebert 
replaced George, who was 
arguing strongly. with Jones. 

“1 guess it’s the old say- 
ing. if you don't have any- 
thing nice 1 10 say ) don't say 
anything at all." said George 
after the loss Sunday night. 
“Obviously, I don’t have 
anything nice, so it’s proba- 
bly best to leave it at that.” 

George completed 16-of- 
23 passes for 217 yards and 
a touchdown. Heben. who 
went 1 7 -of- 26 for 149 yards 


with a touchdown and three 
interceptions, will start 
against the 49ers. 

“This was very serious in 
my eyes." Jones said today. 
“1 had to do what I had to do 
because it affects the entire 
team. I’m disappointed and 
Jeff is too. I feel for him, but 
he left me no option. I told 
him that he was playing 
well, but 1‘was looking fora 
second-half spark in last 
night's game. He isn't the 
scapegoat for that loss. 

George held out of train- 
ing camp for 24 days before 
agreeing on a one-year tran- 
sition contract worth S3-363 
million. 

Although the contract is 
the highest annual deal in 
team history, George was 
-unhappy about not receiving 
a-multi-year-deal-and will 
be-Sn unrestricted free agent 
at the end of the season. 

In three games for the 
winless Falcons, he is 56- 
for-99 for 698 yards, three 
touchdowns and three inter- 
ceptions. He had the sec- 
ond-largest consecurives 
starting streak in the NFL at 
46. which will come to an 
end. I 

George enjoyed his best 
season in 1995, pushing 
career highs in completions 
(336). attemprs (557), 
yardage (4.143) and touch- 
downs (24) in leading the 
Falcons to the playoffs. 


V CINEMA TEL634144 

\ PHILADELPHIA 


CINEMA 


TEL-699238 

PLAZA 


CINEMA 



TEL677420 


CONCORD 


Chris Farley & David Spade... in The Arab Cinema Surprise 

Ahmad Zaki ....in 


TOMMY BOY 


NASER 56 


(Arabic) 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:45, 1 1:00 


CONCORD “1” 

Arnold Schwrceneggar 
& Vanessa Williams...in 
ERASER 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 

POLICE ACADEMY 7 

Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


/ AMMQUJf THEATRE A CINEMA \ 
i, TEL: 618274 - 618275 J 

V. — 

Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the' play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubishat 

v Play starts 8:30 p.m. 


AABIL & HISHAM’S THEATRE: v 
TEL 625155 

-II ' J 

presents 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 

At 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 

i* 625155 - 640155 
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Seattle Mariners' Jay Buhner watches as his 2 run 
homer clears the right centerfield fence in the fourth 
inning against the California Angels (Reuters photo) 

Cardinals clinch tie 
for central title 

CINCINNATI (R) — Todd Stoctlemyre allowed two runs 
in 7-2/3 innings and Brian Jordan had three hits and two 
RBI as the St. Luuis Cardinals clinched a tie for the Nation- 
al League Central Division title with a 3-2 victory over the 
Cincinnati Reds on Monday. 

The loss officially eliminated the Reds. 

The Cardinals reduced there magic number to one for 
clinching the Central. They can wrap up their first division 
crown since 1987 with a win at Pittsburgh on Tuesday or if 
Houston loses to the New York Times. 

In Atlanta, Jeff Blauser snapped a fifth-inning tie with a 
two-run single as the Atlanta Braves defeated the Montreal 
Expos 3-1 in the final regular-season game at the Fulton- 
country stadium, which was marred by a pre-game bomb 
ihreat. A Brave's spokesman said a bomb "threat was 
received by telephone at the stadium, which was temporar- 
ily closed as police combed the building for 90 minutes 
without finding anything. 

In Pittsburgh. Luis Gonzalez cracked a three-run homer 
and Sieve Trachsel allowed four hits over six innings as the 
Chicago Cubs notched a 4-3 victory over the Pittsburgh 
Pirates. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ft TANNAH H1RSCH 
61M5 Trfcfw m«M £mvxml me 


HOLD THAT WHITE FLAG 


Ejsi row with the ace and returned 
the seven to declarer's kihg. A low 
heart was led to the king and 
declarer went into a state of shock 
when East showed out. After 
returning to hand with the ace of 
trumps to ruff a diamond in dum- 
my. declarer conceded two trumps 
and a club for down one. 

The easy way to make the con- 
tract occurred at trick three With 
only one loser in each minor, the 
heart game was safe os long os 
declarer lost no more than one 
trump trick. When West followed to 
the first heart lead, declarer should 
simply have inserted the nine from 
dummy. If that lost to East, the ace 
and king would extract the remain- 
ing trumps, if East showed out. 
West could score only one trump 
inck. 

Even after declarer went wrong 
t>y rising with the king, the contract 
was not irretrievably lost. Declarer 
should cross to the 3ce of clubs and 
exit with a club. A club return is 
ruffed in hand, a diamond in dum- 
my and ihree rounds or spades are 
cashed, ending on the table. Declar- 
er and West are now down to noth- 
ing but three trumps each, so the 
ten of hearts is run to West's jack, 
ond the forced trump return into 
declarer's combined A 9 tenace 
gives Souih the laej two tricks and 
the contract. 


North-South vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 
ft K QG 
<?K1094 
• 0103 
ft 109 74 

WEST EAST 

*1043 * JS7 2 

OQJ83 ? Void 

0 Q J 4 0 A 9 8 7 2 

ft Q 53 ft K J 0 2 

SOUTH 
ft A 96 
T A 7 0 G 2 
OK SB 
ft AS 

The bidding: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

IT Pans 2T Pa** 

30 Pans 40 Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Queen of O 

Early in the play, declarer missed 
ss simple safety play to assure the 
contract. Then, panicked by a bad 
break, South failed to unearth an 
alternative line that would still 
have landed the vulnerable game. 

With a hand consisting or nothing 
but prime cards. South was wel) 
worth a game try. North judged 
that the four good trumps and dou- 
bleton diamnnd merited acceptance. 
West led the queen of diamonds. 



Crocus, Narasses. Ranmcufus. 
Anemone. Tulips. Hyacinths.. 
Freesia. Iris. Amaryllis. Allium 

S^VTRADlNQWrr 

Ammari^Sweifi^Tel: 864260- 


For Sale Or Rent Or Investment 

* A furnished or unfurnished semi-villa. Located at 
the American Embassy Street. Suitable for a diplo- 
mat residence or a regional office. 


6th Circle 

T 


LOCATION 


Bayader Wadi Esser 


Ameircan Embassy 


* A land at the best location in Shmeisani , opposite 
to the Potash Company and behind Al Ahli Bank ( 
the Jordan National Bank), on two streets. Area: 2 
dunums, suitable for a hotel, hospital, furnished 
apartments, bank, clinics or financial companies . 


For more 

information, 
call the owner 
directly at: 
866277,676666. 
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Norwegian minnows 
hope to surprise Milan 


TRONDHEIM, NORWAY 
fR) — Rosenborg coach 
Nils Arne Eggen gave his 
players a roasting Tuesday, 
saying they faced a 9-0 
pasting by Italian giants AC 
Milan in the European Cup 
on Wednesday unless they 
improved sharply. 

Eggen, fully aware of the 
gargantuan task of pitting 
his part-timers against the 
likes of George Weah. 
Zvonomir Boban and 
Edgar Davids, admitted he 
was crying to psyche his 
players up. 

Both Rosenborg and 
Milan performed contrary 
to expectations in their 
opening Champions’ 
League Group D matches 
two weeks ago, the Norwe- 
gians beating Gothenburg 
3-2 in Sweden and the Ital- 
ians losing 3-2 at home to 
Portugal's Porto. 

Milan, who beat Bologna 
2-1 away in the Italian 
League on Sunday, face 
temperatures nudging zero 
in this central Norwegian 
town. 

They know that to finish 
second in group D would 
risk an unwanted quarter- 
final clash with compatri- 
ots Juventus, the likely 
Group C winners. 

"Against Rosenborg we'll 
go all out to win and above 
all we've got to get a result 


without being too fussy 
about how we get it,” strik- 
er Marco Simone said. 

Milan's Uruguayan coach 
Oscar Washington Tabarez 
believes his side is back on 
course following succes- 
sive defeats against Porto 
and, in the Italian League, 
Sampdoria. 

He said after Sunday's 
victory: "This is a very 
important win because 
there’s a bit of everything 
in it. above all the stress felt 
by a side like ours which 
simply cannot allow itself 
to lose two successive 
league games.” 

Milan's only selection 
doubts are in defence. Vet- 
eran Pietro Vierchowod is 
cup-tied but coach Tabarez 
hopes 36-year-old captain 
Franco Baresi may recover 
in time to replace him. 

If Baresi proves unready, 
then Tabarez can play 
either Filippo Galli or 
Frenchman Marcel Desail- 
ly alongside Alessandro 
Costacurta. with Dutchman 
Edgar Davids replacing 
Desailly in midfield. 

In attack. Simone part- 
ners George Weah and 
Montenegrin Dejan Savice- 
vic thus again ruling out 
Roberto Baggio. Croat 
Zvonirnir Boban and 
Demetrio Albertini are cer- 
tain starters in midfield. 


Date retiring at end of season 


TOKYO (Rj — Kimiko 
Date. Japan’s top women 
tennis player and one of the 
most popular athletes in the 
country, announced Tues- 
day she would retire at the 
end of the season, saying 
she had achieved all she 
could. 

"I came to think that now 
is the limit of my strength.” 
Date told a news confer- 
ence. 

Date, who turns 26 on 
Saturday, said she first 
began thinking of retiring 
in June when the Women's 
Tennis Association (WTA) 
announced it would intro- 
duce a new, more severe, 
world ranking system from 
next year. 

"I felt a sense of fulfil- 
ment, particularly last year 
and this year, because I 
think I played evenly-bal- 
anced matches with the top 
players in the world," Date 
said. 

She said she made her 
final decision just before 
the start of last week's 
Nichirei Women's Tourna- 
ment in Tokyo in which she 
lost a tough three-set semi- 
final against joint world 
number one Monica Seles. 

After turning professional 
in 1989, Dare became the 
first Japanese player to 
reach the world top 10 in 
January 1994 and achieved 
her highest ranking of 
world number four at the 



Japan’s top tennis player Kimiko Date smiles as she 
arrives at a news conference to announce her retire- 
ment at a Tokyo hotel, September 24 (Reuters photo) 


end of last year. She is cur- 
rently ranked seventh. 

Date obtained the seventh 
Tour victory of her career 
last month when she beat 


Arantxa Sanchez Vicario of 
Spain in the final of the 
Toshiba Tournament in the 
United States. 

She won her first profes- 


sional tournament in 1992. 

Date said the most memo- 
rable moments of her career 
were matches against world 
□umber one Steffi Graf. 

Date gained an upset win 
over Graf in the quarter- 
finals of the Federation Cup 
in April, leading Japan to 
the semifinals for the firsr 
time. 

Graf was also her oppo- 
nent when she produced 
one of her best perfor- 
mances in this July’s Wim- 
bledon semifinals. 

Date reeled off six suc- 
cessive games to level the 
match at one set each 
before play was halted 
because of bad light. Graf 
regained the initiative the 
following dav to win 6-2 2- 
6 6-3. 

Date said she had not 
decided what to do after her 
career ends at the WTA 
championship in New York 
in November. 

"But I'm not announcing 
my retirement to get mar- 
ried.” she said. Date has 
been romantically linked to 
a popular actor by the 
Japanese media. 

She said she had no reser- 
vations about her decision 
to quit tennis. 

*T have no regrets... I was 
able to achieve things 
which I never dreamed of 
when I started playing ten- 
nis,” she said. 


Russia 

maintains 

chess 

Olympiad 

lead 


YEREVAN, Armenia (AFP) 
— Russia maintained its 
lead in -the ' World "Chess 
Olympiad Mo&’day after 
team leader Gary Kasparov 
beat Czech 'player Zbynek 
Hracek. 

In the seventh of the 
Olympiad's 14th round, Rus- 
sia beat the Czech Republic 
3.5:.5, and now has 21 
points. Kasparov, the world’s 
top-ranking player, earned 
his first win at the Olympiad 
by beating Hracek, a Czech 
master. 

Five teams — China, Hun- 
gary, Bulgaria, Estonia and 
Uzbekistan — tied for third 
place with IS points each. 

The two women who lead 
men's teams, Judit Polgar of 
Hungary and Pia C rami in g 
both lost — Polgar to 
Bodgan Lalic of Croatia and 
Cramling to Joel Lautier of 
France. 

Britain's leading player, 
Nigel Short, lost to Alexei 
Shirov of Spain. 

The Netherlands’ Jan Tun- 
man agreed to a draw with 
Vladimir Akopian, the leader 
of Armenia- 1. 

Men's results: 

Russia 3 J, Czech Repub- 
lic 0.5 

Spain 3, England 1 
Armenia 1, Netherlands 2 
United States 2. China 2 
Croatia 2, Hungary 2 
Bulgaria 2.5, Cuba 1.5 
Uzbekistan 3, Poland I 
France 1.5, Sweden 2J 
Romania 1.5, Ukraine 2.5 
Belarus 3, Brazil 1 
Slovenia 1, Philippines 3 

Women’s results: 

Russia 2, Ukraine 1 
Bulgaria 0 5, Georgia 2.5 
China 2. Yugoslavia 1 
Hungary 2, Moldova 1 
Vietnam 2, Germany I 
England 3, France 0 
Slovakia 3, Mongolia 0 
Armenia 1 2, Armenia 2 



The pack of cyclists ride past workers harvesting grapes during the 16th stage of the Tour of Spain cycling race. Italian Nicola Minali 
wop the stage as Zuelle retained the overall leader’s yellow jersey (Reuters photo) 



LOGO DESIGN CONTEST FOR 
The Jordan National Population Commission / 
General Secretariat, JNPC/GS 

The contest is open to all artists and graphic designers 
in Jordan. 

Cash prizes will be awarded to the top three winners. 

To obtain a brief about JNPC/GS and contest rules, 
please contact: 

Miss Gulnar Hijazi 
Tel: 825241/2 
Fax: 827350 

Entries must be submitted by Oct. 3, 1996. 


\ 


SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED G.F. 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Located in Sweifieh, about 100ms from Orthodox Church, Amin 
El Momany St, No. 9. Consists of 3 bedrooms, garden, garage 
and separate entrance. Could be used as a regional office. 

Rent: Annual, monthly or any period 

Please call: 818092, 818019, 642072 


CAR FOR SALE 

Duty free “brand new” condition Nissan 
Sunny 1995, 2,000 km only, automatic 
gear, central lock, air-condition. 
Interested contact: 672486 - Suha. 


FOR RENT 

FURNISHED APARTMENT 

2 bedrooms, salon, kitchen, central heating, 
ground floor. JabaJ Al-Hussein, Nablus St„ No. 25 . 

Please call Tel.: 663570 




Female office director required 

With a university degree and not less than five 
years experience, of strong personality, capable 
to use computer. Fluent language, and devoted to 
her job. 

Call 604177. 


FOR RENT 

Furnished full floor of a villa. 

Location: Western Amman. 
Please call Tel: 856409, 815550 


TURINO 

Starts its 4 th 

Year 

Turino celebrates the start of 
its Fourth year of operation 

(The 1 st outlet opend 23/$ept./93) 

at its new outlet that has just been 
announced to run on 
’Soft Opening’ under a 
NEW MANAGEMENT. 

An executive Chef has started to offer 
an admirable Spanish & Seafood Menu. 

jsnot 

just a Restaurant. It is a Cafe’ Restaurant open 
all day 12:00 Noon - 1:00 a.m. 

Meat, Pastas and Pizzas are offered in the 
established traditions of TURINO HOTEL: 
ALWAYS aiming at fine ingredients FIRST. 
Sweifiyeh - 863 944 


£ - •• 
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5 declared nuclear 
powers sign CTBT 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— The five declared 
nuclear powers signed a 
milestone global nuclear 
test-ban treaty at a ceremo- 
ny here on Tuesday, sig- 
nalling their political com- 
mitment to stop nuclear test 
explosions forever. 

U.S. President Bill 
Clinton was the first leader 
of the five nuclear powers 
to sign the Comprehensive 
Test Ban Treaty (CTBT). 
which opened for signing at 
the United Nations on 
Tuesday following its 

adoption by the U.N. 

General Assembly on 

Sept. 10. 

U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali. in a short 
speech to the government 

representatives gathered at 
the U.N. Trusteeship 
Council, said that “a mile- 
stone has been reached 
making the world a safer 
place for the generations to 
come." 

Mr. Clinton's signature 
was followed by that of 
Chinese Deputy Premier 
and Foreign Minister Qian 
Qiehen, French Foreign 
Minister Herve de 
Charetre. Russian Foreign 
Minister Yevgeny Primakov 
and British Foreign 
Secretary Malcolm Rifkind. 

Each signing was greeted 
by applause. 

A total 65 states were due 
to sign the treaty on 
Tuesday. including Iran 


which has expressed reser- 
vations over the pact. But 
India has blocked the pact 
from coming into force. 

Under the treaty’s terms, a 
total 44 states holding 
nuclear reactors are 
required to sign before it 
can come into force. 
Nuclear threshold states 
India, Israel and Pakistan 
are among the 44. 

Israel is to sign on 
Wednesday, but Pakistan is 
also refusing to sign fearing 
Indian nuclear ambitions. 

Mr. Clinton, somber in a 
dark suit, left the meeting 
hall quickly after signing 
the treaty. 

The outgoing General 
Assembly endorsed the test- 
ban treaty on Sept 10 
despite the opposition of 
India, one of 44 countries 
that must ratify the pact 
before it can become law. 

India, which conducted its 
only test blast in 1974, 
opposes the treaty because 
it does not require nuclear 
states to scrap their arse- 
nals. India has vowed never 
to sign the current agree- 
ment. 

Nevertheless, supporters 
believe the treaty will make 
it difficult for any country 
to conduct nuclear test 
explosions in defiance of 
international opinion. 

"It's important to note that 
we'll be establishing an 
international barrier against 
further testing,” U.S. Arms 


control expert Bob Bell 
said. "It is our hope that as 
India looks at the situation 
itself, it will come to accept 
that it’s in their own nation- 
al-security interest to sign 
this treaty." 

The Republican party 
platform adopted at a con- 
vention in San Diego last 
month also opposes the 
treaty. Republican critics 
say the pact lacks force 
unless it is signed by 
‘‘rogue” states such as 
North Korea, Iran, and 
Libya. 

Libya joined India and 
Bhutan last month in voting 
against the treaty, endorsed 
by 158 U.N. members. 
North Korea did not vote. 

Iranian Foreign Minister 
Ali Akbar Veiayati said 
Monday his government 
considered the treaty flawed 
but would support it. 

The new treaty bans all 
test explosions, including 
underground blasts. 

The 1963 limited test ban 
treaty prohibited nuclear 
test explosions in the atmos- 
phere. in outer space and 
underwater but permitted 
them underground. The 
1974 threshold test ban 
treaty set a size limit on 
underground test explo- 
sions. 

The treaty establishes a 
network of 201 monitoring 
stations worldwide to detect 
underground, atmospheric 
or underwater explosions. 


TUNNEL SPARKS PROTEST: An ultra-orthodox Jew holds his head as 
police escort him from the Western Wall when Palestinians on the A1 Aqsa 
Compound, above and beyond the wall, started throwing stones in a protest 
over the opening of a tunnel on Tuesday (Reuters photo) 

PLO official says Oslo agreement at 
standstill because of Israeli policies 


AMMAN (Petra.) — A 
senior official of the 
Palestine Liberation 

Organisation's (PLO’s) 
Executive Committee said 
here Tuesday that all provi- 
sions of the Oslo agreement 
are "frozen” and “ every- 
thing is on the retreat.” 
Assad Abdul ' R ahman, 
who represented Palestine 
at the meetings of donor 
nations of the United 
Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA), told a 
press conference at the con- 
clusion of the meeting that 
the recent meetings by 
Palestinian and Israeli offi- 
cials failed to yield any pos- 
itive results with regard to 
the implementation of the 
Oslo accords due to 


Israel's intransigence. 

Dr. Abdul Rahman who 
also heads the Palestinian 
team to discussions on 
refugees in the final status 
negotiations between the 
Palestinians and the Israelis, 
said the Likud-led Israeli 
government was seeking to 
partition the West Bank 
town of Hebron in violation 
of the Palestinian agree- 
ment with the former gov- 
ernment of Shimon Peres 
which called for the rede- 
ployment of Israeli forces in 
all West Bank and Gaza 
Strip towns. 

Israel has so far violated 
the Oslo accords at least 55 
times. Dr. Abdul Rahman 
said. Palestine National 
Authority is determined not 


to negotiate with the Israelis 
about matters already 
agreed on with the Peres 
government, he said. 

Israeli settlement pro- 
grammes. he said, are part- 
ly responsible for the dead- 
lock in tbe negotiations. 

Stressing that the Likud 
government's policies have 
been driving the 
Palestinians into despair , 
Dr. Abdul Rahman said the 
closure of the Palestinian 
lands was behind unem- 
ployment in the Gaza Strip 
and West Bank. These 
developments in the politi- 
cal and economic fields are 
ruining the peace process, 
he added. 


ciais ianea to yieia any pos- tne usio accoros at jeasi jo ucvciupuicma w luc puui 

A Iff o j itive results with regard to times. Dr. Abdul Rahman cal and economic fields a 

ld.ll U |J UUijl llUll i VlVvld the implementation of the said. Palestine National ruining the peace proces 

° A A 9M Oslo accords due to Authority is determined not he added. 

invitation to join government More^hanWbodies exhumed 
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PARIS (R) — Algeria's 
main opposition panics 
have rejected President 
Liamine Zeroual's proposal 
to join in the government 
while the former ruling 
National Liberation Front 
(FLN) still has to decide, 
whether to enter the cabinet. 

Mr. Zeroual on Saturday 
invited all legal opposition 
panies into his government 
with the aim of "associating 
all political partners in the 
country's management." 

The main secular opposi- 
tion Socialist Forces Front 
(FFS) said on Tuesday it 
hod rejected the proposal 
because it disagreed with 
Mr. Zeroual’s whole 
approach to settle the coun- 
try' 's crisis, which has seen 
nearly five years of conflict 
between security forces and 
radical Islamists. 

“The FFS warns to give 
no support for a move 
which is not seeking a real 
solution to end the crisis. 
We had demanded that a 
neutral government to be set 
up when an accord was 
reached on a solution. It is 
not the case now. We reject 
the proposal.” said FFS 
spokesman. Ali Rachedi. 
speaking by telephone from 
Algeria. 

The FFS earlier walked 
out of talks with Mr. 
Zeroual and it stayed away 


from a national conference 
which ended 10 days ago 
with a pact being signed by 
38 party, union and other 
organisation leaders. 

The pact, most of whose 
signatories were seen as 
having little popular sup- 
port, lends support for Mr. 
Zeroual's plans to hold a 
referendum to amend the 
constitution this year fol- 
lowed bv general elections 
in 1997.’ 

The legal Islamist Nahda 
Party, whose leader 
Abdullah Djaballah signed 
the pact, has also decided 
against taking part in the 
government. 

“We rejected the idea of 
entering the government 
because the authorities 
linked this also to joining 
the Transitional National 
Council.” said a Nahda 
spokesman speaki ng by 
telephone from the party 
headquarters in Algiers. 

The council was appoint- 
ed by die authorities in 1994 
to overlook legislation in 
the absence of a parliament, 
dissolved at the start of 
Algeria's crisis in January' 
1992 when the authorities 
scrapped a general election 
dominated by the radical 
Islamist Salvation Front 
(FIS). The FIS is now out- 
lawed. 

The Nahda spokesman 


said: "We see the govern- 
ment as legitimate as it 
* draws its power from Mr. 
Zeroual who was elected 
last year. But the council 
was appointed to replace a 
parliament.” 

The other secular parties. 
Rally for Democracy and 
Culture (RCD) and 
Ettahadi, said Mr. Zeroual's 
plan to ‘‘reinvigorate” his 
government did not interest 
them. The two groups boy- 
cotted the September con- 
ference over a row on secu- 
larist demands. 

While two main parties, 
the legal Islamist Hamas 
Party and Algerian Renewal- 
Party (PRA) which signed 
the pact, are represented in 
the current cabinet, the FLN 
said it had taken no final 
decision on joining the gov- 
ernment. 

"The FLN’s decision will 
be known on Oct. 4 or Oct. 
5 after the party has con- 
vened its (policy-making) 
central committee,” said 
FLN spokesman Mounir 
Alirai. 

He dismissed an Algerian 
newspaper report on 
Tuesday that the FLN, 
which ruled Algeria from 
1962 to 1991. was seeking 
more than three portfolios 
and more than five seats in 
the Transitional National 
Council. 


PELICA, Bosnia - Herz- 
egovina (AFP) — More 
than 100 bodies have been 
exhumed from a mass grave 
site in eastern Bosnia, linked 
to the fall of the Srebrenica 
enclave last year, an expert 
involved in the dig said 
Tuesday. 

“Right now we have 
exhumed over 100 bodies." 
John Gems, who represents 
the International War 
Crimes Tribunal in the 
Hague, told AFP. 

Mr. Geras was speaking at 
the Pilica grave site, which 
is believed to contain the 
bodies of Muslim killed 
when the eastern enclave of 
Srebrenica, a U.N.-declared 
safe area, fell to the Serbs in 
July 1995. 

Pilica was mentioned in 
testimony at the tribunal in 
the Hague, where Drazen 
Erderaovic, a Croat in the 
Bosnian Serb army, admit- 
ted to being part of a firing 
squad that shot line after line 
of men there. 

The grave is in a cornfield 


on a hill overlooking the 
Drina 

River which marks the 
border with Serbia. 

Mr. Geras said that the 
team working at the grave, 
who had been meticulously 
cataloguing and removing 
the decomposed bodies, 
thought they had reached 
the bottom. 

“We are down to what we 
think is the bottom of the 
grave but we still have to 
continue digging to • make 
sure,” he said. 

The tribunal in the Hague 
commissioned the dig. 
which involves experts 
from the Boston-based 
humanitarian organisation. 
Physicians for Human 
Rights. 

Other mass graves con- 
nected with Srebrenica have 
been dug up at Cerska, 
where 154 bodies were 
found, Nova Kasaba, where 
33 bodies were exhumed, 
and Lazete. where at least 58 
bodies were found. 

Alexander Ivanko, a U.N. 


spokesman in Sarajevo, said 
Tuesday that the interna- 
tional tribunal would not 
stan any new digs this year. 

“As far as I understand, 
the work in Pilica is the last 

operation conducted by 
the tribunal because of wors- 
ening weather conditions," 
he said. 

But in neighbouring 
Croatia, tribunal experts 
have said they have weeks 
to go before they finish work 
at a mass grave site near the 
eastern town of Vukovar. 

The grave, at Ovcara. is 
believed to contain tbe bod- 
ies of up to 261 patients, 
staff and people who took 
refuge in Vukovar hospital 
when the town fell to the 
Serbs in November 1991. 

"They're working seven 
days a week.” Philip Arnold, 
a U.N. spokesman in 
Vukovar. told AFP Tuesday. 

Last Wednesday, tribunal 
experts announced that 
between 25 and 30 bodies 
had been exhumed from 
Ovcara. 


Clinton 
calls for 
isolation 
of Iraq, 
Iran and 
Libya 


UNITED NATIONS 
(AFP) - U.S. President 
Bill Clinton, addressing 
the U.N. General 
Assembly here Tuesday, 
renewed a call for the iso- 
lation of Iran. Iraq and 
Libya. 

Mr. Clinton, who earlier 
Tuesday had signed the 
comprehensive test . ban 
treaty, also listed six "pri- 
orities” for limiting 
nuclear danger, including 
the swift conclusion of a 
treaty prohibiting the pro- 
duction of material used to 
make nuclear devices. 

Concerning terrorism, 
the other main theme in 
his speech, Mr. Clinton 
reiterated his appeal to 
quarantine the regimes of 
Baghdad, Tehran and 
Tripoli. 

Calling on the interna- 
tional community to have 
"zero tolerance” for terror- 
ism under any form, Mr. 
Clinton said that “real zero 
tolerance ... requires U.S. 
to isolate states that refuse 
to play by the rules we 
have accepted.” 

Mr. Clinton recently 
ordered a U.S. military 
buildup in the Gulf region 
after an Iraqi military 
offensive in northern Iraq. 

Crime and security 

The president also reiter- 
ated his appeal that other 
countries adopt his decla- 
ration on crime and public 
security which he pro- 
posed last year at the 
United Nations. He urged 
them to ratify 11 interna- 
tional conventions that 
would help stop and pun- 
ish terrorism and crimi- 
nalise the use of explo- 
sives in terrorist attacks. 

Mr. Clinton announced 
that , next week 
Washington would pro- 
vide more than $100 mil- 
lion in aid to Mexico; 
Colombia and other Latin 
American and Caribbean 
countries to ‘‘help our 
friends stop the flow of 
drugs at the source.” 

Mr. Clinton asserted the 
United Nations was "more 
important than ever before 
because our world is more 
interdependent than ever 
before.” but recalled the 
need for conti nued 
reforms in the world body. 

Nevertheless he did not 
mention his desire to see a 
replacement for U.N. 
Secretary General Boutros 
Ghali. whose terra ends 
Dec. 31. 


New probe raises more questions, 
tension between Israel, Argentina 


Iran’s new submarine not seen as regional 
threat, but diplomats keep a close watch 


BUENOS AIRES (AFP) — 
The interminable probes of 
two deadly attacks here, 
carried out in 1992 and 
1994. are raising new ques- 
tions that have caused ten- 
sion between Israel and 
Argentina. 

More than four years after 
a deadly explosion 
destroyed the Israeli 
embassy in March 1992. 
leaving 29 dead and 200 
injured, new witness 
accounts have raised ques- 
tions about the official ver- 
sion. which had held that a 
car-bomb caused the blast. 

At the same lime, three 
jailed policemen, including 
a high-ranking officer, have 
continued to maintain 
absolute silence in the case 
of another blast, this one 
against the Jewish Mutual 
Association building. 

That July 1994 attack left 
88 dead and 300 injured. 

Adding to the mystery is 
the fact lhat no one has ever 
claimed responsibility 


for the bombings, despite 
the fact that Argentine offi- 
cials have pointed the finger 
to Iran, though without 
proof. 

The tension between 
Israel and Argentina mount- 
ed in August, after the 
release of an Argentine 
supreme court report that 
the 1992 blast against the 
embassy was caused by 
explosives planted inside 
the building and not a car- 
bomb. The Israeli foreign 
ministry' “categorically" 
rejected that assertion, say- 
ing all evidence pointed to a 
car-bomb. 

On Thursday, a journalist 
for the daily “La Nacion,” 
Juan Carlos Larraite, gave 
details during a three-hour 
deposition about a conver- 
sation he overheard 
between a federal police 
officer and an embassy 
security officer. 

Mr. Larrarte. who arrived 
on the scene shortly after 
the attack, said the security 


guard described the blast as 
coming from within — not 
outside — the embassy. 

Other witnesses testified 
that they did not see a car in 
front of the building, as 
earlier reports indicated. 

The new revelations come 
more than four years after 
the attack and follow the 
recent detentions of six 
Lebanese, a Brazilian and 
several Argentine business- 
men in connection with the 
attack. They have all been 
released. For the 

moment, 10 policemen — 
including the three who are 
in jail — are the only sus- 
pects against whom con- 
crete evidence has been pre- 
sented. They are accused of 
having furnished the bomb- 
laden vehicle dial was used 
in the attack on the Jewish 
centre. 

Yet after months of inves- 
tigation. authorities are still 
unable to determine if the 
two attacks were linked and 
who the authors were. 


DUBAI (R) — Iran is to 
receive its third Russian- 
made submarine at the end of 
1996 which will enhance its 
ability to control Gulf water- 
ways but does not signal a 
regional threat, according to 
diplomats and military offi- 
cials. 

They said the Kiio-class 
submarine is expected to 
arrive in the region by the end 
of December or early January 
to join two other Kilo-class 
submarines that Iran bought 
from Russia. 

Iran said on Sunday it 
would take delivery of the 
third diesel-powered subma- 
rine within six months. 

Western diplomats said the 
United States and Iran's Gulf 
Arab neighbours are closely 
watching to see when Iran 
would deploy the submarine, 
which can lay mines and 
shoot torpedoes against mili- 
tary and commercial ships in 
the world's largest oil-export- 
ing shipping lane. 

Washington and Iran’s 
neighbours have voiced 
strong concerns over Iran’s 
rearmament programme, 
which Tehran launched after 
its arsenal was depleted in the 


J 980-88 war with Iraq. 

Iran — which has repeat- 
edly said its rearmament was 
only for self-defence purpos- 
es — is the only Gulf state to 
deploy submarines in the 
region which sits on about 70 
per cent of world oil reserves. 

"Iran having three sub- 
marines will enhance its 
power to control shipping 
lanes, but we don’t see it as 
pan of any intention to threat- 
en any neighbouring country 
or shipping in the region.” 
one Western diplomat said. 

“It means, as with Iran's 
rearmament programme in 
general, that its military 
strength has to be taken seri- 
ously... it raises the level of 
risk in the area," he added. 

A U.S. official in the region 
said he did not see the expect- 
ed arrival of the submarine as 
an increase in Iran's capabili- 
ty “but just an increase in the 
size of its naval forces." 

The diplomats said die 
United States and other 
Western forces, patrolling 
Gulf waters to enforce U.N. 
sanctions on Iraq, were keep- 
ing a dose eye on Iran’s 
naval activity and could 
quickly detect any aggressive 


intentions. 

'The U.S. Navy watches 
very closely the Iranian sub- 
marines as well as Iranian 
naval forces in the region." 
the U.S. official said. 

The United States currently 
has 29 ships, including two 
aircraft carriers, in the central 
command area, most of them 
in the Gulf waters. It also has 
two submarines in the area. 

U.S. officials say their 
forces in the region are capa- 
ble of dealing with any 
Iranian threat. 

Officials in Washington and 
in Gulf Arab stales have 
expressed concern since the 
1991 Gulf war about what 
they say is Iran’s growing 
military capability and aims 
in the region. 

The U.S.. which accuses 
Iran of sponsoring terrorism 
and has imposed sanctions on 
it, has repeatedly said that 
Iran continues to pose a threat 
to regional security, 

Iran has rejected ail these 
charges and said Western mil- 
itary presence in the Gulf was 
(he real threat to the region's 
security and stability. 

U.S. officials say Iran has 
restored its capability io fire 


anti-ship missiles at sea. has 
in the past two years tripled 
the number of missiles 
deployed on its Gulf coast 
and is fining Chinese-built 
cruise missiles oa up to 20 of 
iLs naval boats. 

Iran plans destroyer 

Iran plans to build its first 
destroyer as pan of an effort 
to achieve self-sufficiency in 
defense technology, a naval 
officer was quoted as saying 
Monday. 

Newspapers here quoted 
Admiral Mohammad Hussein 
Shafie, the deputy navy com- 
mander. as saying the 
destroyer would be 88~metres 
long and have a top speed of 
30 knots per hour. 

U will be equipped with air 
defences and have the ability 
to fight both under and over 
the sea. he said adding that 
necessary studies have been 
completed." 

The admiral, who is i n 
charge of navy coordination, 
said the navy was also study- 
ing manufacturing surface-to- 
surface. sea-to-air and air-to- 
sea missiles. 



Number of Danes ' I p; 

who die alone up by 7* 1,1 
40% in 10 years ^ 

i 

COPENHAGEN (AFP) — 

The number of Danes who 
die alone and whose bodies 
are discovered sometimes 
weeks later has increased by 
40 per cent in the last 10 
years, according to statistics i 

released by the police here 1 

Monday. It said that some ^ 1 
7.091 people had sufFerred- * 

such a death in the last year. 

“This shows that Denmark 
has never had so many lone- fl . 
ly people, left to fend for J f 

themselves, abandoned by ^ ( 

their entourage." said Doctor * 

Ole Fendige Olsen, speaking 
on Danish Radio. He said 
that one ambulance service $ ■ d 

often received calls from 
neighbours who, after 6 

detecting a strong smell, dis- * 
covered people in the neigh- V", - 

bourhood who had died up 
to three weeks earlier with- " f_ 

out anyone inquiring about 'I,!;, 

them. "We are so preoecu- 
pied with our daily life that 
we spend much less time ... 

with our families,” Dr. Olsen 
said. “Many people are for- V; 

gotten by their colleagues .'. r - 

only a few days after they ' 

retire." ' V. 

Mao top seller at 
Chinese Book Fair 

/ " 

BEIJING (R) — More than 

two decades after his death, . : 

China's late Chairman Mao rj - 

Tseiong has swept the best- 

seller lists at a Beijing Book ~S- 

Fair. the Beijing Youth Daily § sf- m 

said Monday. A two-volume ■- 

biography of the former , ? 

great helmsman, thnee-vol- v.ri 

umes of his selected works 

and a book of his poetry took r. 

the top three best-seller spots 

at the ‘96 Beijing Book Fair 

in the capital's Workers' - •: 

Cultural Palace, it said. 

Booksellers at the 11 -day ?._■? 

fair scjld 30,000 of the books re 

by or about Mao, the news- 
paper said. Mao was guaran- r . 

teed a top spot on China's 
bestseller lists during his 
reign, when his sayings and v .. 

speeches were req u ired read- ;.y*‘ 

ing and his poems glorified 
as raasterworks. In the 20 
years since his death on j-isr 

SepL 9, 1976, economic “in- 

reforms that have erased -j ? : 

much of Mao's political m 

legacy have also left his * 

writings jostling for space ede i 

among more populist works foi- 

and newer political tracts. jt \ 

Also on the top 10 list at the ^ 

Beijing fair were books by ^ 

new nationalist thinkers, a liWp , 

record of Sino-U.S. disputes 
and a history of the chaos of t ^ 

the 10-year Cultural ^ 

Revolution launched by Mao & ‘ 

iD 1966 - ** 

‘Chocolate may T 

help your heart' j^ 1 

SAN JOSE, California 
(AFP) — A California 
researcher said chocolate 
may act like red wine in 
reducing the risk of heart 
disease. although he * R< 

acknowledges that more ^ E 

study is needed. Andrew 
Waterhouse, a wine chemist 
at the University of 
California at Davis.’ found ^ 

that chocolate contains phe- 
nolics, the same chemicals ^ fJ 

that act as antioxidants in ® 
laboratory tests of red wine. ^ l 

"The pleasant pairing of red ^ rfJ l 

wine and dark chocolate Jiti, 

could have synergistic 
advantages beyond their * 

complementary tastes," be *0 

wrote in a letter to the- Hfe* 

British journal the Lancet 
Some studies have shown 
antioxidants may guard 
against heart disease by pro- ’ IW 

acting arteries from getting - 
clogged with cholesterol, 
although it is not. dear 
whether these chemicals in - ^ 

food act as antioxidants in ^ ' 

the body. The researchers ^ 

found that four milliliters of - Hi ^ 
milk chocolate contain about - -- 
as much phenol as a glass of ^ 

red wine. One cup of hot \ 

chocolate made with 2 table- w 

spoons of cocoa has about 
three-fourths as much. But ; 4 ; • 

Lois Gold of the University : % W 
of California at Berkeley, W ! 

said, “There are better ways , Vi 1 

to get antioxidants that don’t folfr 

have so much fat. If you eat ,- v . N - i 
your fruits and vegetables, . ^ 

you'll get a lot more.” But /■£ \ 

she maintained that "this is" flojv 

an interesting piece of work. t'toi,. 

Its kind of fun.” W 
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